
Politics Notes
Definition of political science
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Political science is generally understood to be the study of the governmental process – the dynamics and institutions of public governance.
· The politics is the proves of making building decisions to allocate scarce  resources within the society
· David Easton, described this process as “authoritative allocation of values”
· Harold LA swell Phrase “who gets what, when and have”
· Two universal characteristics of war politics: conflict and power are linked.
· Conflict happens because:
1. Of competition for scarce resources
2. Competition of different goals – economic or social.
· Politics – the subject matter of political science underlines a giant variety of human interactions
· Political Science – we can be better informed about how about govern themselves, how polices are made, and how we can improve our governmental policies local, state, national, and international levels.
· Political Science revolves around a discussion of contacts such as governmental, power, conflict, state, state-society relations and public policy.
· Power: is the ability to make other do what he/she would otherwise not do
· There are the variants of power:
1. Influence 
2. Coercion
3. Ability 
· Although all 3 are used, authority has the most significance for political governance.
· Influence and coercion have limited value so far as governments are concerned, although both are used extensively in all political systems
· Authority is the political systems can on to make binding sessions regarding the allocation of resources 
· If authority is the right to command, legit many us the response to command.
· Max Weber (1864-1920) distinguishes between charismatic, tradiotnal, and legal authority.
· Traditional authority is derived from a respect for the sanctity of tradition.
· Charismatic authority: is based on the extraordinary of qualities and mission of the charismatic leader.
· Legal authority: is based on legal principles, and if is the rule of law the legitimizes the authority
· Politics is defined as the authoritative allocation of resources, can be found in all organizations, for example, family, a church, a union, a cooperation/



The Discipline of Political Science:
· The stoic philosophers emphasized the importance of individuality and dignity
· Citizens were associated with the romans
· Canadian political science is in flushed by America
· America rose to power during the 20th century
· Canada’s commitment on universal health care
· Despines as generally broken down to sub-division. Political theory and philosophy. Domestic political comparative politics, and international politics – to these are sub displaces and political economy, public economy, public policy, and public administration, etc.
Sub-fields of political science:
· Political Science has five major subfields:
1. Political theory
2. Comparative politics
3. International politics
4. Canadian (national or domestic) politics
5. Public policy and Public administration
· Political Theory
· Encompasses both normative political philosophy and empirically oriented theory. Political theory concerns itself with the ends or purposes of political action.  Addresses questions such as what is a good citizen? What is the best form of political system? What make a government legitimate?
· Western politics can be divided into five major historical periods:
· Classical (Greeks and Roman), Medieval (Christian Thinkers),
· Enlightenment (social contract theorist such as Hobbes, Locke and Rousseau)
· Late modern thought (Marx, weber etc.)
· Contempary political theory (racism, multiculturalism, gender, democratic theory)
· Non-western political thought includes Islamic philosophy and the eastern tradition such as Hinduism, Buddashiam, and confuionsim

Comparative Politics

· Comparative Politics Studies different political systems in the worlds.
· Major topics covered in this subfield are:
1. Political culture
2. Ideologies
3. Institutions (ea. constitutions, political parties, electoral systems, democracy, interest groups etc.)
· Debate wheatear to concentrate on area studies (dealing with particular regions or cultures in debt) or generalize common principles which govern diver’s political systems by conducting so-called large “n” studies.
International Politics:
· International Politics Studies the relations between different states and their foreign policies. Major topics covered are:
1. Foreign policy
2. War and peace
3. Strategic and security studies
4. International organizations
5. Globalization
· Dominant schools of thought in international politics are: realism and neo-realism (sovereign states are the principal actors in the international arena and states maximize their power to pursue their national interests), liberalism and neoliberalism (international outcomes are explained by placing emphasis on the domestic structure of states rather than the distribution of power), constructivism (emphasis on the section, transmission, and effects of theories examine the contrasting roles of male and female ideations and use their proportion in a polity to explain foreign policy and international systemic outcomes, critical feminism challenges the cause-effect assumptions of the positivist social scientific method, and its usefulness for studding international system).
Canadian or Domestic Politics:  
· Students focus opens the optical processes and politics of their own country.
· Topics range from local to national politics, the electoral system, political parties, minority respresemtatopm etc.  Generally the approaches to the study of domestic politics parallel those of comparative politics.
Public Policy and Public Administration: 
· Other major subfields are political economy, political sociology, and gender and politics.
· Political economy is the international between politics and economy are emphasize: what is studied is either the influence of political processes on economic policy, or the influxes of economic factors on political outcomes
· Political sociology focuses on the non-institionlized, social context of politics, for example the role of citizens in politics, topics of study are individual attitudes and behavior, citizens participation in voluntary associations, such as intrust groups, or parties, or social movements.
· Gender and Politics, why must women be absent from politics, what are the effects of a polity’s gendered make up on a political system and its policies? In short, what are the gender dynamics of politics?
Readings:
· We are influenced by Judaeo-Christian practices and traditions.
Max Weber Politics as a Vocation:
· Establishes frame work for politics
· Points to the institution of the state as the exclusive domain within which the activity occurs.
· Weber toes to describe politics as striving to share power to influence  the distribution  of power
· He cautions us not to confuse the political activates of a Para-political institutions with those of the state, the political community central to our decline. 
· After comparing power to politics (or dinmunatation as he calls it), he ask how power is exercised and consequently why individuals obey the decision made by persons in positions of power.
· Three types if power, as Webber calls it three powers or as he calls “pure type” of authority.
· The essay ends with the role of political leadership and the notion of politics as avocation (practiced by those for whom politics is, neither  materially nor ideally, their life) and vocation (practiced by all those who are dedicated wholly and exclusively to the profession of polices)
· Weber suggests that that economic independence allows a politician to live for politics.



Bernard Crick “The Nature if Political Rule:
· Defines politics as freedom as well as an activity by which different interest are conciliated.
· Political arises in organizes states, where different interests and groups are represented power.
· The government is an essential instrument in filling the objectives of community survival, maintenance of order and stability, and providing mechanism for tolerance and diversity, thereby enabling the conciliation of differing interests.
· Crick discussion of politics refer you activity within the domain of the state and not within para-politcal organizations.

Politics as a vocation max weber
· Politics is extremely board and comprises kind of independent leadership in action.
· “Every state is founded on force” –to sky at Brest-Litovsk.
· If there were no social institutions which knew the use of violence, the concept of state would be eliminated and a conduit would emerge that could be designated anarchy.
· Institutions can use powers
· Politics is to strive for the share of power
· The person who is the most active in politics
· Someone who is active in politics strives power either as a means in saving other aims, ideals or egoistic, or as in power sake
· The person is politics on order to enjoy the prestige feeling that power gives
· The state is a relation of men dominating by ways  that us considered “legitimate” violence
· There are three inner justifications, hence the leggitmatation of dominations
1.  The authority of the enteral yesterday. This is a traditional domination exercised by the patriarch  and the patrimonial prime of your
2. There is the authority of the extraordinary and person gift – Christian – the deviations, consilience in relaxation, harpoons, or other qualities of the leaderships. This a charismatic person is a prophet or in the fields of politics by the elated war lord aka political party leader
3. The dominaby virtue of legality by virtue of the bullet in the validity of the legal statue and functional “cinoetenbce” based on rational created rules
· We become occcional politicians when we vote
· Prop titres of military implements in their own rights, or propiriterous of personal prerogatives may be called “estates”.
· There are two ways of making politics once vocation: either are like for politics or one lives politics
· A person can live for politics 
· Enjoys the passion of the power the exerts, or he nourishes his inner balances and self-feeling by the lousiness that his life meaning in the service of a cause
· lives of politics: makes source of politics main income
Nature of political rule:
· politics is not religion, ethics, law, science, history, or economics
· It is not one political doctrine, such as …., liberalism, socialism, communism or nationalism, though it can have elements of me.
· Politics arises when people accept the simultaneous existence of different groups, hence, different ingress and traditions, within a territorial unit under a common rule.
· Freedom is the primary of men from publics actions
· Totalitarianism – oligarchy, kingship, dictatorship, despotism
· According it Aristotle, politics is natural, not divine.
· Politics is social demands
· Diplomacy and politics have much in common.
· A country powerful enough to threaten world peace cannot be permanently excluded from institutions which even purport to be concerned with world order.
· No politician at the UN but statesman and ambassadors. They are not a govern assembly.
· The politician is not a delegate; the politician has bower to act in conjunction with other politicians 
· American revolution because people were nationalistic
· Some freedom, must exist where there is political rule
Authoritative Allocation of Values:
· This phrase, coined by David Easton, refers to the biding decision made by a government to distribute scarce resources.
Authority
· The ability to common. It is vested in individuals by virtue of their office
Charismatic Authority
· Authority based on the extra qualities and mission of the char mastic leader. Legitimacy of this authority is possible because the followers believe in that mission and these qualities
Legal Authority
·  The rule of law determines who exercises power. The obedience of the citizens and their acceptance of governmental decision are due to their loyalty to the constitution.
Legitimacy
· The acceptance by citizens of political systems of governmental politics or a set of public authorities as proper and deserving obedience. Legitimacy is a response to authority.
Political science
· the study of politics is understood as the process of making binding decisions to allocate scarce resource within the society
Politics
· An activity pertaining to the authoritative allocation of resources. Power and conflict are embedded in the activity of politics.
Power
· The ability goes a person to make others do something that they might not otherwise do.
Traditional Authority
· Authority (power) based on the inheritance of position such as a mediatory monarchy; a system legitimated by the sanitation and prestige of traditions.


Chapter 2: contending approaches
· Political science is divided despite:
· Formal-legal approach:
· Also called  old institutionalism 
· Formal institutions of constitutions, parliaments, cabinets, looked at documents, head of state
· Under critic during the 1950s:
1. It was descriptive then explanatory as it did not substianlly address the issue of why institutions where they worked,
2. Being citizen for being theoretical, not looking to formulate generalizations.
3. It lead to narrow view of politics, because the focus and institutions; instead of political actors and society.
4. It simply led to the descriptions of particular case studies and was therefore non-comparative.
5. The focus was exclusively to western developed countries as opposed to non-western and developing ones.
· Behaviorism:
· The control objective of the behaviorist movement was to make the study of politics truly scientific. This was done through formulating vernal theories for political outcomes and phenomena though systemic, often lire-scale, comparisons and the use of quantitative methods.
· Emphasis is on the actor and their behaviors, rather than institutions.
· Two approaches, system analysis and structural-functionalism, which made in the 1960s and proved to be influential.
· They took behaviourism to formulate general theories and made and a mistake for the particularism involved in intuitional analysis
System analysis:
· First approach to make political science more scientific more theatrical 
· Also called system theory 
· Developed by David Easton
· Reprinted a break if with earlier work in political science for 3 reasons:
1. It focused on political actors rather then institutions
2. It provided a theoretical model of politics which made a simplified representation political life that specified its logic and detailed its working
3. This model was said to be general, it can be understood for politics, in virtually and country at almost-any time
Concept system:
· Different values can take a different forms; material (finical and other) as well as symbolic (prestige, recognitions, etc.)
· Two types of systems in the politic system enjoinment:
1. Intrasocietal
2. Extrasociatal 
· Intrasocitial system:  include other domestic system – economic system, cultural systems, and ideological systems
· Extra societal System is outside the realm of domestic politics and includes the international political system and the interning economic systems.
· Key principle behind this systems is equilibrium
· Inputs take form forms of demand or support.
· Demands are claims for money, services recognition, moral values
· They are conflictual and in competition
· Political systems need to filter demands and select the most wealthy 
· Outputs are the decisions actions and politics of political authorities
· When they are considered satisfactory by society, they come back as inputs in form of feared back.
· When they are considered unsatisfactory, they all to the demand side of the inputs.
· 4 criticism have been directed at this approach
1. System analysis, is an attempt to get away from the odd attempt to get away from the old institutionalism and its focus on political institutionalism, it has evacuated the state from political analysis, and therefore misses an important element of politics.
2. Politics takes place in the context of a class’s society, this giving unrealistic picture of politics and industrialized societies.
3. Politicians have argued that it is fundamentally unable to deed with political change,  especially in its most radical and dramatic forms
4. Does not ring the issue to light on the fundamental workings of politics, rather gives a terminology tie described – not explain – the political process?
Structural – functionalism
· Popularized in the 1960s, by American political scientist, general almond
· Views politics and social life systemic terms; a political system coexists with other types of systems.
· Almond in defies 7 functions found in every political system:
1. Political socialization
2. Interest aggression
3. Political communication
4. Rule making
5. Rule making
6. Rule working .rule adjudication
· View p [politics as organic whole: changing one part, changes everything.
· Function is universal
· Citizen:
· Hiding or targeting class and other (is average and for a bias toward stability and the status quo
· Actors (social and political) have to behave a certain way because they are fulfilling a particular functions
· Political Culture
· Made by Gabriel almond and his co-writer sandy verbal
· Political systems can be explained by a society’s culture
· Political system can be explained by a society’s culture
· After WWII, political scientist thing about geomancy in societies 
· Some suggested that deomoacy could be related to certain values, beliefs, and attitudes towards power, politics personal behavior, and life in a society.
· Factors taken from political culture
· Political culture approached delves into the cultural and psychology of politics
· Critic
1. Issue of change
2. Evidence show that culture is not solely determent of politics: countries such as Japan, Botswana, India,  have DeMolay that do not exhibit values found in the worst
3. Political culture can lead to stereotypes and oversimplifications
4. It can mislead to speak national political culture, because there is arguably regional sub culture: Toronto is different from Quebec to the MA times, all are different.
· Political Economy
· Political economy is concerned within the relationship between states and markets
· It works under the assumption that politics is shaped or even complete determine by economic
· Economise play a crucial rules in politics
· Political economy divided into law branches:
1. First branch drew from mars conflict which suggests that in capitalist economy that are the classes determine by ownership if the means of production. This classes consists of the boogies, wealthy and powerful merchants and industries who control the mean of production
· Critic
1. Caotialsim
2. Globalization
3. Poverty being used.
· Adam Smith- social and Eco mimic development
· Free market is the tool of and economic development
· Rational Choice:
· William ricer – made by
· Incline with behavioral project of making political science truly scientific 
· Has become the most popular approaches to politics, especially in the US
· Used but get study if election vitubg, and the formation of party coalitions
· Assumes that individuals are rational, strategic, and self-interested, and they naturally look to maximize their own wealth or power, and that political
· Rational theorist present two great strengths:
1. It is straight forwards. Studding politics through the rational designs of individuals avoids the pit falls of elusive concepts such as political culture or even social functions
2. It is widely acceptable; by analysing on what is suggests is a universal characteristics of human beings, rationality choice approach position itself to tackle political phenomena in any country at any time.
· Critic for 3 reasons:
1. Strategic decision making never occurs in undistorted conditions
2. Rational choices looks to explain strategy, but takes objectives and preferences as given
3. Critics questions that very foundation of rational choice, that is, rational
· Other divisions not captures but rationally-religion, culture, ethics, etc.
· New institutionalism
· Looks at how institution impact on political outcomes rather than how institutions work
· Suggests that institution weight heavily on societies
· Can better understand politics if they look at institutions
· Feminism and Post modernism
· Feminist
· bring women to the study of politics
· make dominated politics oppresses women 
· Post modernism
· Focuses on discourse, and consider theories of politics to be part of the discourse
· Power is looked at mainly.
· Criticism. 
1. Feminism citizen for favouring a political science that is not natural, objective, and value free. Seeks to look out for women
2. Postmodern – just looks at discourse after called relevant and nihilist.
· KEY TERMS:
· Feminism politics:  politics conceptualised in terms of gender relations
· New institutionalism:  politics is seen as heavily shaped by political institution
· Political Culture:  the parent of individual attitudes and orientation towards politics among the members of a political system. It is the subjective realm that underlies and gives meaning to political actions.
· Political Economy: politics is conceptualized in terms of state-market relation. 
· Postmodernism: politics is constructed by discourse
· Rational choice: political outcomes are viewed as the product of tragic decision making
· Structural- Functionalism: Political structures are viewed as developing in response to social needs.
· System Analysis (theory): politics is conceptualized as a system with inputs, out puts, and feedback.



