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Musical Colour, Texture, and Form

Colour
· The tone quality of any sound produced by a voice or instrument
· Synonymous with Timbre

The Voice
· Colour partially determined by vocal range
· Soprano
· Alto
· Tenor
· Bass
· Colour partially determined by style of singing
· Opera
· Blues
· Country, etc.
· Colour partially determined by individual characteristics
· Training
· Physical Characteristics

Musical Instruments
· Strings: Sounds produced by a vibrating string
Violin
· Smallest of the orchestral string instruments
· Has the highest pitch
· Often has the melody
· Viola
· Slightly larger than the violin
· Has a darker, more somber tone
· Cello
· Double bass
· Largest of the orchestral string instruments
· Performer stands next to the instrument
· Adds weight and power to the bass line
· Harp
· A common folk instrument throughout the world
· Sometimes added to the orchestral ensemble
· Glissando: a rapid run up or down the strings



Special Effects
· Pizzicato
· Plucking, rather than bowing the string
· Results in a sharp attack that dies away quickly
· Tremolo
· A musical tremor
· Made by rapidly repeating the same pitch with quick movements of the bow
· Musical effect
· Tension and excitement when played loudly
· Shimmering quality when played softly
· Trill
· A rapid alternation between two neighbouring pitches
· Most instruments can play trills
· Mute
· A device placed on the strings that dampens the tone
· An object can also be placed in the ends of brass instruments for the same purpose


· Woodwinds: sounds produced by a column of air
· Flutes
· The column of air is blown across a sharp edge
· Originally made out of wood
· The piccolo is a smaller version of the flute that plays shrill and piercing tones
· Clarinet
· Column of air blown through a mouthpiece with a single reed
· A mellow, smooth sound
· Oboe
· The column of air is blown through a pair of reeds
· Gives a nasal sound


· Brasses:  Sound produced by a column of air blown through buzzing lips and into a cup-shaped mouthpiece
· Trumpet: high brilliant sound
· French horn
· First brass instrument to become part of the orchestra
· Associated with hunting and mountains
· Similar in range and sound to the trombone
· Trombone
· The only brass instrument that generates sound by a moving slide
· Tends to have a clearer, more focused attack than the French horn

· Tuba
· The largest brass instrument
· Contributes to the foundation of the orchestral sound

· Percussion:  Sound generated by striking an object
· Instruments of definite pitch
· Also called kettledrums
· The orchestra normally includes four timpani tuned to different pitches
· Xylophone:  wooden bars struck by mallets
· Glockenspiel:  metal tubes struck by mallets
· Celesta:  hammers strike metal bars, played like a piano
· Instruments of indefinite pitch
· Snare drum
· Bass drum
· Cymbals


Musical Texture and Form
Texture
· The density of disposition and musical lines
· Can be dense and heavy, or light and thin
· Three primary textures in music
· Monophonic
· “One sounding”
· A single line of music, with no accompaniment
· Unison
· When multiple people sing or play the same line
· Creates a thin monophonic texture
· Music that moves in parallel octaves is still monophonic
· Creates a thicker monophonic texture 
· Hallelujah Chorus from Messiah
· An example of thick monophonic texture
· Orchestra and chorus sing and play in parallel octaves
· Polyphony
· “many sounding”
· Two or more simultaneously sounding lines
· Counterpoint:  the harmonious opposition of two or more independent musical lines
· “Contrapuntal texture” and “polyphonic texture” are synonymous terms
· Two types of counterpoint
· Imitative
· Individual voices enter separately and duplicate some portion of what the previous voice presented
· Canon: each voice exactly duplicates what the first voice played or sang
· Free counterpoint
· Polyphony in which each line is melodically independent of any other
· Common in jazz improvisation
· Three primary textures in music
· Monophonic
· Polyphony
· Homophony
· “Same sounding”
· All the voices or lines move to the new pitches at roughly the same time
· The strands are interdependent, not independent as in polyphony
· The lines form blocks of sound that result in chords
· The attention is drawn to the melody line
· Texture most commonly used for hymns.  Christmas carols, folk songs, etc.
· Composers often try to give each line some melodic interest, but they still all move in roughly the same rhythm
· Composers can easily move from one texture to another in a composition
· Handel:  Intro CD (19)
· (Animated Homophony – a few passing tones)
 
Form
· The purposeful organization of music
· The general shape of a composition as perceived by the listener
· Most forms (even in Jazz or Rock music) have been used for centuries
· Three principles of form
· Repetition
· Helps establish weight, balance and symmetry
· Conveys a feeling of comfort and security to the listener
· Musicians identify repetition by using the same letter: A
· Contrast
· Provides variety and conflict
· Satisfies a need for novelty and excitement
· Labeled B, C, D, etc.
· Variation
· Stands midway between repetition and contrast
· The music is familiar, but altered
· Given a superscript number A1, B1, etc.
· All formal structures are based on these principles

Strophic Form
· The most familiar musical form
· The basic musical unit (A) is repeated over and over again: A A A
· Used for hymns, carols, folk songs, and patriotic songs
· The music repeats for each stanza of text
· The musical unit, or melody, is subdivided into phrases
