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· Beats within a measure
· Downbeat
· The first beat in a measure
· Always indicated by a downward motion
· Greater emphasis than other beats in a bar
· Upbeat
· The last beat in the measure
· Indicated by an upward motion of the conductor’s hand
· A weak beat
· Pickup
· An upbeat that occurs prior to a composition’s first downbeat
· Provides a little extra momentum
· Accent
· An emphasis or stress placed on a musical tone or chord
· Downbeats typically receive the greatest accent
· Syncopation
· Displacing the natural accent from a strong beat to a weak beat or between beats
· Gives an unexpected bounce or lift to the music
· Prominent feature in Jazz
· Has been used throughout the history of music
· Tempo
· The speed at which beats occur
· Composers usually provide a tempo marking to indicate the appropriate speed
· Tempo is normally steady
· Three basic instructions available to alter the tempo
· Accelerando: getting faster
· Ritardando: getting slower
· Rubato: extending time on only one beat
Melody
· A series of notes arranged in order to form a distinctive, recognizable unit
· Can produce intense emotional experiences
· The lyrical voice for music
· Pitch
· The relative position, high or low, of a musical sound
· Melody composed of individual pitches
· Tone: sound with a definite, consistent pitch
· The Octave
· The exact duplication of a pitch at a higher or lower level
· The pitch A can occur at 440 vibrations per second
· The A an octave lower is 220 vibrations per second
· All musical cultures throughout the world use the octave, but divide it up differently
· Tonality: the organization of music around a central tone
· Tonic
· The central tone or pitch that establishes tonality
· Melodies gravitate around the tonic and usually end on it
· Key
· A specific tonal center built on a tonic note
· Makes use of a scale
· Key Signature
· A sequence of musical symbols (sharps and flats) placed at the beginning of the musical score
· Identifies the specific tonality of the composition
· Modulation: changing from one key, or tonality, to another within a composition
· Scale
· An arrangement of pitches that ascend and descend in a fixed and unvarying pattern
· Mode: a term describing a general type of scale: major, minor, etc.
· Two scales provide the basis for almost all Western melodies
· Major
· A seven-note scale that ascends in the following order of whole and half steps: 1-1-1/2-1-1-1-1/2
· Usually associated with emotions such as joy, confidence, triumph, tranquility, etc.
· Minor
· A seven-note scale that ascends in the following order of whole and half steps: 1-1/2-1-1-1/2-1-1
· Usually associated with emotions such as fear, anxiety, sorrow, despair, etc.
· Diatonic: the seven notes that make up the major and minor scales 
· Do re mi fa sol la ti do (Finale)
· La Ti Do Re Mi Fa Sol La
· Chromatic
· Term derived from the Greek chroma, “colour”
· A scale that divides the octave into twelve half steps
· Chromatic melodies tend to sound more intense than diatonic melodies
· Melodic Structure
· How melodies move
· Conjunct motion: moving primarily by steps and without leaps
· Disjunct motion: moving by leaps rather than by step
· Melodies often combine conjunct and disjunct motion, but one style typically predominates
· How melodies are organized
· Phrase
· A segment, or self-contained, portion of a melody
· Functions much like a dependent phrase or clause in a sentence
· Musicians identify phrases by lower case letters
· “a” for the first, “b” for the second, etc.
· If a phrase repeats, the letter is used again
· Theme for the flintstones: a a b a
· Phrases that work in tandem are called antecedent and consequent phrases
· Antecedent phrase ends on a note other than the tonic and sound incomplete
· Consequent ends on the tonic and answers or provides a conclusion to the antecedent phrase
· Cadence: the concluding part of a musical phrase
· Motive
· A short distinctive melodic gesture
· Serves as the basis for creating melodies
Harmony
· The sounds that support and enrich the melody
· Adds depth and richness to the melody
· Chord: a group of two or more pitches that sound at the same time
· Triad: the basic chord in music
· consist of three pitches arranged in a specific way
· Interval: the distance between pitches
· Triads: consist of two intervals of a third placed one on top of the other
· Three basic triads help define the tonality of a scale
· Tonic triad
· The triad built on the first degree of the scale
· The chord that provides a sense of rest and arrival
· Dominant triad
· The triad built on the fifth degree of the scale
· Have a strong tendency to move to the tonic
· Subdominant triad
· The triad built on the fourth degree of the scale
· Tends to move toward the dominant
· Helps create a strong cadence to the tonic chord
· Chord progression: the purposeful movement of a  sequence of chords
· Arpeggio
· Playing the notes of a chord sequentially rather than simultaneously
· Gives a greater sense of activity and substance as well as lightness
· Consonance 
· Chords that sound agreeable and stable
· Gives a sense of rest
· Dissonance
· Chords that sound discordant, tense, and unstable
· Provides harmonic momentum to a consonance
· Listening to the bass line helps draw our attention to harmonic movement
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Colour
· The tone quality of any sound produced by a voice or instrument
· Synonymous with Timbre 
· The Voice
· Colour partially determined by vocal range
· Soprano
· Alto
· Tenor
· Bass
· Colour partially determined by style of singing
· Opera
· Blues
· Country, etc.
· Colour partially determined by individual characteristics
· Training
· Physical characteristics
· String Instruments
· Strings: sound produced by a vibrating string
· Violin
· Smallest of the orchestral string instruments
· Has the highest pitch
· Often has the melody
· Viola 
· Slightly larger than the violin
· Has a darker, more somber tone
· Cello
· Large instrument, held between the performers legs
· Rich, expressive tone
· Double bass
· Largest of the orchestral string instruments
· Performer stands next to the instrument
· Adds weight and power to the bass line
· Harp
· A common folk instrument throughout the world
· Sometimes added to the orchestral ensemble
· Glissando:  a rapid run up or down the strings
· Argo style – with a bow
· Pizzicato – plucking
· Special effects
· Vibrato
· A controlled wobble in the pitch produced by shaking the hand that holds down the string
· Adds richness to the tone
· Pizzicato
· Plucking, rather than bowing, the string
· Results in a sharp attack that dies away quickly
· Tremolo
· A musical tremor
· Made by rapidly repeating the same pitch with quick movements of the bow
· Musical effect
· Tension and excitement when played loudly
· Shimmering quality when played softly
· Trill
· A rapid alteration between two neighboring pitches
· Most instruments can play trills
· Mute
· A device played on the strings that dampens the tone
· An object can also be placed in the ends of brass instruments for the same purpose
· Woodwinds
· Flutes
· The column of air is blown across a sharp edge
· Originally made out of wood
· The piccolo is a smaller version of the flute that plays shrill and piercing tones
· Clarinet
· Column of air blown through a mouthpiece with a single reed
· A mellow, smooth sound
· Oboe
· The column of air is blown through a pair of reeds
· Gives a nasal sound
· Bassoon
· Like the oboe, the column of air is blown through a pair of reeds
· Large instrument, serves as the bass of the woodwind family
· Saxophone
· Although it is made out of metal, the sound is produced in the same manner as the clarinet
· Occasionally added to the orchestra
· Brasses: sound produced by a column of air blown through buzzing lips and into a cup-shaped mouthpiece (intro track 12)
· Trumpet: high brilliant sound
· French horn
· First brass instrument to become part of the orchestra
· Associated with hunting and mountains
· Similar in range and sound to the trombone
· Trombone
· The only brass instrument that generates sound by a moving slide
· Tends to have a clearer, more focused attack than the French horn
· Tuba
· The largest brass instrument
· Contributes to the foundation of the orchestral sound
· Percussion: sound generated by striking an object (track 13)
· Instruments of definite pitch
· Timpani
· also called kettle drums
· the orchestra normally includes four timpani tuned to different pitches
· xylophone: wooden bars struck by mallets
· glockenspiel: metal tubes struck by mallets
· celesta: hammers strike metal bars, played like a piano
· instruments of indefinite pitch
· snare drum
· bass drum
· cymbals
· The Symphony Orchestra
· The largest and most colourful ensemble
· Originated during the seventeenth century
· Conductor
· Prior to 1800, the orchestra was led by one of the performers, either a keyboard player or the principal first violinist
· After 1800 a conductor became necessary
· Larger ensemble
· More complex music
· Conveys the essential lines and themes of the music to the musicians
Dynamics
· The various levels of volume, loud and soft, at which sounds are produced in a musical composition (loud to soft)
· Fortissimo
· Forte
· Mezzo forte
· Mezzo piano
· Piano
· Pianissimo
· Sforzando
· Crescendo – growing louder
· Decrescendo
· Or 
· Diminuendo
Musical Texture and Form
Texture
· The density and disposition of musical lines
· Can be dense and heavy, or light and thin
· Three primary textures in music
· Monophonic
· “one sounding”
· A single line of music, with no accompaniment 
· Unison
· When multiple people sing or play the same line
· Creates a thin monophonic texture
· Music that moves in parallel octaves is still monophonic
· Creates a thicker monophonic texture
· “hallelujah” Chorus from Messiah (intro cd/19: 0:25-0:31)
· An example of thick monophonic texture
· Orchestra and chorus sing and play in parallel octaves
· Homophony
· “same sounding”
· All the voices or lines move to new pitches at roughly the same time
· The strands are interdependent, not independent as in polyphony
· The lines form blocks of sound that result in chords
· The attention is drawn to the melody line
· Texture most commonly used for hymns, Christmas carols, folk songs, etc.
· Composers often try to give each line some melodic interest, but they still all move in roughly the same rhythm
· Polyphony
· “many sounding”
· Two or more simultaneously sounding lines
· Counterpoint: the harmonious opposition of two or more independent musical lines
· “contrapuntal texture” and “polyphonic texture” are synonymous terms
· Two types of counterpoint
· Imitative
· Individual voices enter separately and duplicate some portion of what the previous voice presented
· Canon: each voice exactly duplicates what the first voice played or sang
· Free counterpoint
· Polyphony in which each line is melodically independent of any other
· Common in Jazz improvisation
· Composers can easily move from one texture to another in a composition
· Handel: Intro CD19

