Class 1

Recurring theme: nothing comes from nowhere!

· Rick Rubin, producer, produced both “dani California” and “Mary Jane’s last dance”

· Rheostatics

Cultural borrowing/ cultural appropriation

· When is referencing another work a case of plagiarism?

· Who controls cultural production?

· Who gets to own music and culture and why?

Histories are always constructed in the present on the basis of current ideas and current ideologies.

Functions of popular music
· Entertainment

· Often connected to dance

· Closely linked to personal and group identity

· Con foster a sense of community/ social cohesion

· Access to emotions

· Con articulate/transmit values and beliefs

· Music shapes our memory (personal and cultural memory)
All music meets its social moment

What is music?

· 4’33” by john cage

· music can be defined as organized sounds and silences, even when they are organized by our perception of them as music

· pitch refers to our perception of the frequency of sound. It is OUR perception.
Typical pop music forms:

· verse form (strophic) AAAAA (e.g. most blues)

· verse-chorus form AABAABA (e.g “cold sweat)
· Verse-Chorus–Bridge ABABCAB

· 32 bar song form AABA AABA etc

otis redding: “try a little tenderness”

· ways in which energy builds in  “try a little tenderness”

1. volume/dynamics

2. density

3. tempo (gradually speeds up)

4. timbre

5. increased ornamentation in vocals

6. vocals—movement from narrative to ad lib vocals
history of try a little tenderness

· written by ray noble

· rerecorded by bing Crosby

· also recorded by frank Sinatra

· first black to rerecord it was Aretha Franklin
· sam cook recorded it after Aretha

· otis redding recorded the tune due to sam cooks version

· kanye sampled this tune 

