Introduction to the Counter Reformation
· looking at how Catholics countered the Protestant Reformation
· causus belli –  reason to go to war 
· conflict not only a religious/spiritual war, very strong political dimension, went to war to retain/extend influence

· 1531 – Charles V (Holy Roman Emperor) was opposed to Lutheranism 

· 1526-1527 – Luther attempts to establish a new church (Lutheranism)
· by 1531 Lutheran princes have had enough of the Holy Roman Emperor Charles V who continues to oppose Lutheranism
· Lutheran princes began the Schmalkaldic League formed in 1531 as a defensive alliance between themselves (if Charles V were to declare war, all the princes would support each other)
· they wanted to establish more power and authority in the empire for themselves
· 1546-1547 – Charles V goes against them in the Schmalkadic Wars. Charles V wins.
· 1548 - tries to force Lutherans back into the Catholic Church
· 1548-1552 – Charles V tries to reinforce Catholic tradition and Catholicism in Germany which leads to open revolt in the Holy Roman Empire
· 1555 – The Peace of Augsburg was signed, Lutheran princes and the Catholics met to come to an agreement which was…
· Cuius regio, eius religio – means “whose realm, his religion” agreement that was decided upon at the Peace of Augsburg (the ruler of each realm would choose the religion for the realm)
· treaty represented a seminal moment
· Catholics began to realize that the Protestant movement would be permanent, and it wouldn’t be squashed. So they decided just to reconvert as many people as they could.
· this meant the end of religious unity in Western Europe
· religion is territorial and corresponded to the state, new idea “state religion” becomes very important in the next 200-300 years. 
· Mikulov (City in the Czech Republic)
– has the most synagogues per capita for 150 years

– wine is super cheap

– everyone that was kicked out of Austria by the Hapsburgs went there

– a lot of Hebrew writing is there

– the Roman Empire extended there
· Counter Reformation also known as the Catholic revival
Why did the Counter Reformation Occur?

· to combat Protestantism 

· to reform the Catholic Church

· to better address the spiritual needs of believers 

· to revitalise the Catholic Church

· to try to win back areas already converted to Protestantism

· to show that the Catholic Church would be the prevalent religion
· a number of initatives in the Catholic Church

- Spanish Inquisition (1480) was launched by Ferdinand and Isabella. 

- a number of tactics such as censorship and torture were used 

- Inquisition was still part of the Spanish constitution until 1834

- Jews and Muslims in Spanish territory were forced to convert or to leave

3Key Focus Points 

Key Point #1. – The Council of Trent (1545-1563)

- named after a town in Northern Italy (Trento)


- ongoing council for over two decades

- a number of sessions convened

- senior members of the clergy arrived from different parts of Europe (mostly 

Italy and Spain)

a) Council reforms Catholic Dogma


- confession


- purgatory


- saints


- celibacy of the priest (had to be affirmed because of Luther)


- had to affirm that the Eucharist actually becomes the body and blood of 

Christ, NOT just a symbol

b) began as a discussion of music, secular music that had crept into the church must be removed


-  

c) focus on reforms of the Catholic Church

i – strengthening the educational training of Catholic priests, this leads to the 

   creation of seminaries and universities
ii – strengthening Catholic discipline and morality, sanctioning against alcohol, 

      consorting with concubines NOT allowed

Key Point #2. – Ignatius of Loyola (1491-1556)

· the founding of new religious orders (Jesuit order 1540 created by Ignatius of Loyola)

· gave up his warring ways after an epiphany and created the Jesuit order

· 1000 members of the Jesuit order by the time of his death in 1556

· Jesuits were important in the New World (missionaries)

· San Ignacio, Argentina (Jesuit colony named after him)

· travelled to Africa and Asia to convert people

Key Point #3. Missionary Zeal
· Catholic missionaries set sail to parts of the world where God hadn’t yet been revealed to the people

· their success in converting so many people was seen as “divine favour” chosen ones etc.

- French became a court language

~ 

The Wars of Religion
· first period of conflict circa 1500-1559, not actually a conflict over religion per se (evolves into one)
· about 140 years (end in 1648)

· Europe is decimated by war, certain territories left without populations

· rise in violence begins around 1500, begins over temporal power 

· temporal power – the power of bishops or clerics over secular matters

· between the Hapsburgs (Spain, Holy Roman Empire) and the Valois (Kingdom of France) it was a political argument

· 1493 - began to fight over a large part of Europe

· 1500 – Great Italian Wars began (won’t end until 1559)

· 1559 – Valois family renounced their claims to the territories they were fighting over with the Hapsburgs, just gave them what they wanted

· not just between the Hapsburgs and the Valois, other monarchs got involved, one of them had temporal and religious dimensions, Lutheran princes began to get involved

· Papacy gets involved to maintain as much control over their Italian territory as possible

· series of conflicts involving Hapsburgs, Valois and other monarchs, Turks were also involved

· Charles V was principally in charge of protecting Roman territory

· Turks had reached as far as Vienna

· 1530 – Valois King allied himself with the Turks who were mutual enemies of the Hapsburgs (this plan FAILED)

· Charles V was a Hapsburg

Phillip the Second of Spain

· rules between 1556-1598
· first rules Kingdom of Spain, ruler of Netherlands and the New World

· had four wives

1. Princess Maria of Portugal

2. Mary I of England

3. Elizabeth of Valois

4. Anna of Austria

· wanted to destroy Protestantism and Muslims

· influence in Europe was great because of his connections to other powerful families through his advantageous marriages

· by way of his marriages, he involved himself in a number of other powerful countries 
