Community Treatment Orders

The Proposition:
Community Treatment Orders maximize the liberty of persons diagnosed with psychiatric illnesses by ensuring their continued participation in community living.

A few tips:

· This issue has been hotly debated in the media and in the community, with much rhetoric on both sides.  While you will no doubt want to use some of this rhetoric to add “punch” to your arguments, be sure to present a clear analysis of the facts on your side, combined with a solidly reasoned, substantive critique of the other side of the proposition.  Don’t oversimplify.  Look at root causes, underlying values, ideology and interests served. 

· Make every attempt to relate your arguments to the social model of disability, considering the implications of community treatment orders in relation to broader social issues of autonomy, self-determination, disadvantage, stigma, oppression, human rights, etc.

A few resources to guide you:

· Canadian Mental Health Association: CTO resource page (you’ll find plenty of resources here from plain language descriptions of CTO’s and position papers on the use of them)
http://www.ontario.cmha.ca/legislation.asp?cID=6999
· Mental Health Amendments: Questions and Answers

http://www.health.gov.on.ca/english/public/pub/mental/faq.html

· Brian’s Law: Bill 68, Brian's Law (Mental Health Legislative Reform), 2000 
http://www.ontla.on.ca/web/bills/bills_detail.do?locale=en&BillID=576

· Mindfreedom: Mad Pride Resources

http://www.mindfreedom.org/campaign/madpride
· When your mind is not your own: Community Treatment Orders (note that this is not Canadian so some of the legal details of CTO’s will be different but the stories and arguments will be relevant to your work)
http://www.abc.net.au/rn/allinthemind/stories/2010/2828006.htm

· Identity, Inmates, Insight, Capacity, Consent, Coercion: Chemical Incarceration in the Psychiatric Surivivor Experiences of Community Treatment Orders by Erick Fabris. (This is a lengthy Masters thesis – you are not expected to read this paper but glance at it to get some ideas and find more resources)
http://www.erickfabris.com/ctochemoprison.pdf
