PASS MOCK EXAM – FOR PRACTICE ONLY 

Course: LAWS 1000 B     
Facilitator: Hayley Flett

Dates and locations of mock exam take-up: 

Mon Nov 30th
4:00-6:00

Mackenzie 4332 

Tues Dec 1st
11:30-1:30

Rez Commons 214

Mon Dec 7th
4:00-6:00    
Tory 360 (big room in the middle)

IMPORTANT: 

It is most beneficial to you to write this mock midterm UNDER EXAM CONDITIONS. This means: 

1 • Complete the midterm in 1 1/2 hour(s). 

2 • Work on your own. 

3 • Keep your notes and textbook closed. 

4 • Attempt every question. 

After the time limit, go back over your work with a different colour or on a separate piece of paper and try to do the questions you are unsure of. Record your ideas in the margins to remind yourself of what you were thinking when you take it up at PASS. 

The purpose of this mock exam is to give you practice answering questions in a timed setting and to help you to gauge which aspects of the course content you know well and which are in need of further development and review. Use this mock exam as a learning tool in preparing for the actual exam. 

Please note: 

· Come to the PASS session with your mock exam complete. There, you can work with other students to review your work. 

· Often, there is not enough time to review the entire exam in the PASS session. Decide which questions you most want to review – the facilitator may ask students to vote on which questions they want to discuss.

· Facilitators do not bring copies of the mock exam to the session. Please print out and complete the exam before you attend.

· Facilitators do not produce or distribute an answer key for mock exams. Facilitators help students to work together to compare and assess the answers they have. If you are not able to attend the PASS session, you can work alone or with others in the class. Good Luck!

PASS Laws 1000B – Mock Multiple Choice Exam

Read each question carefully and circle the BEST answer.

1. Which of the following is a characteristic of Legal Positivism?

a) Considers that unwritten principles should be considered law in the constitution

b) Provides a moral justification for being bound by the law

c) Law is only valid if it has been enacted through a legitimate process

d) Law is validated against higher principles to determine if it is legitimate 
2. Which of the following is NOT a function of law?

a) Social change

b) Dispute resolution

c) Social control

d) Moral consensus
e) Creates authority
3. Which of the following is NOT an argument put forward by Christie to illustrate that modern legal systems are not necessarily superior to primitive legal systems?
a) Courts are difficult to navigate through

b) Judges may exercise biased decision making

c) The legal system removes conflict from the people who are directly involved

d) The victim loses involvement in criminal cases
4. The criminal offence of murder is an example of _________ law and, and the regulation of admissibility of evidence is an example of _________ law?

a) Public, Private

b) Criminal, Private

c) Procedural, Substantive
d) Substantive, Procedural

e) Common, Civil
5. Under which of the following constitutional principles is the governing party required to maintain the confidence of the legislature?
a) Representative democracy

b) Rule of Law

c) Responsible Government

d) Parliamentary Supremacy 

6. The legal liberalism view of society focuses on the role of the individual. Which of the following is NOT one of its assumptions? 
a) Individuals are self-interested

b) Individuals are irrational

c) Individuals are autonomous

d) Individuals are worthy of dignity and respect
7. Which of the following did Lord Devlin not reject in “Law and Morality?”

a) John Stuart Mill’s philosophy

b) Common morality is possible even if common religion is not

c) Allow for ultimate liberty

d) Humans make mistakes, so deciding what “moral living” is means no guarantees

e) Individuals need the freedom to try out and talk about different things

8. Which of the following is NOT a fundamental principle of Rule of Law?
a) Must have a positive system of laws in existence

b) Everyone is bound by the same law

c) Must have legal authorization to exercise power on behalf of the state

d) The federal legislature is the only body that can enact laws

9. Which sociological theory sees lawmaking as a means of preventing harm?
a) Moral Entrepreneur

b) Functionalist

c) Rationalistic 

d) Conflict
10. Which of these statements is true of Legal Liberalism?

a) The law should not create or prioritize one conception of good over the other

b) Most charter rights are in opposition to Legal Liberalism

c) There is a religious foundation to its principles 

d) Judges don’t find the law, they formulate it 

11. Which of these statements is NOT true of Marxist legal theory?
a) Law is part of the “superstructure”
b) Focus on way law can mediate conflict

c) The law perpetuates inequality 

d) Law reflects economic conflict 

12. Which of the following statements explain why a community standards test could be used?

a) It determines whether material degrades or dehumanizes individuals

b) It differentiates good behaviour from bad behaviour

c) It indicates a general consensus as to the types of materials

and behaviours that are considered to be linked to harm

d) A community standards test is not acceptable under the constitution
13. Which of the following is not part of the executive level of government?

a) Law Enforcement

b) Prime Minister, Premiers, Respective Cabinets

c) Government Departments
d) Administrative Agencies/Tribunals
e) None of the Above
14. Legal Realism would be interested in which of the following?
a) Prejudices of judges that effect decision making

b) What the “real” definition of justice would be

c) How conflict creates our system of distribution

d) Exactly what the law says, not what it could be

15. The defence of necessity was integral to which of the following cases?

a) R. v. Dudley & Stephens

b) Christie v. York

c) R. v. Latimer

d) A & B

e) A & C
16. When appealing a case to a provincial court of appeal, what will the judge re-hear?
a) Witnesses

b) Testimonies

c) Evidence

d) Legal Arguments

17. According to pluralist theory, formal equality is the law applied to ____________, with substantive equality being law applied to ______________.

a) Individuals – Groups

b) Government – Citizens
c) Everyone - People differently

d) Administration – Laws
e) None of the above
18. Which of the following has an effect on Canadian law?
             a) Conservative Ideology
             b) Liberal Ideology
             c) Communitarian Ideology 

             d) All of the above
19. What is Obiter Dicta?
a) Reasons specifically linked to a case decision
b) Standing by a decided case
c) Judicial comments that need not be adhered to

d) Burden of proof
e) Fancy latin words
20. Which of the following is a characteristic of the rationalistic perspective on law making?
a) Law is traced to the emergence of an elite class

b) Law makers and powerful interests groups define the activities that may be harmful to the public welfare

c) Focuses on how law emerges

d) Focuses on moral influences that affect the law

21. What did John Stuart Mill say about the law?

 a) The sovereign has absolute power
 b) The only justification for limiting liberty is in preventing harm done to others
 c) The sovereign has (not absolute) power to keep individuals’ property safe 

 d) None of the above 

22. Which of the following is a characteristic of the “mischief rule” of interpretation developed in common law.
a) If a judge can show ambiguity in the language of a statute they can disregard it. Hence, being mischievous.
b) If a judge can show ambiguity in the language of a statute they are permitted to go outside the legislation and determine its purpose.  

c) the grammatical and ordinary meaning of the statute is to be adhered to, unless doing so would lead to some absurdity or inconsistency.
d) The judge must apply the statute as enacted. 

23. What is the purpose of stare decisis?
a) To provide a degree of certainty and predictability in the law

b) To remove a degree of certainty and predictability in the law

c) To codify common law

d) To avow that earlier cases should not influence how subsequent cases are decided   

24. Which of the following is binding upon lower courts under the common law tradition?
a) Obiter Dictum

b) Habeas Corpus 

c) Ratio Decidendi

d) Stare Decisis
25. A judge interprets legislation to have some ambiguity, and chooses to focus on what the law was aiming to prevent. This is called the ________ rule?

a) Literal rule

b) Golden rule

c) Mischief rule

d) Ambiguity rule

e) Statutory rules
26. What was the ratio in R. v. Dudley & Stephenson?
a)  The role of morals in law and how it is reflected in law.

b)  They were found guilty of murder.

c)  Cannibalism is just plain nasty.

d)  Necessity is not a valid excuse for murder.
27. Which of the following is not one of Hoebel’s four functions of law?

a) Imposes social control



b) Division of powers



c) Creates coercive authority

d) Settles disputes

e) Addresses social change
28. Which of the following is NOT an argument/concept put forward by Karen Busby?
a) Use of male pronouns perpetuates male domination

b) Qualities that describe male characteristics are also used to describe the advantageous traits of the law

c) Legal discourse often contains metaphorical concepts of women as sexual objects

d) Use of female pronouns perpetuates a matriarchal society

29. It is possible to be tried in civil courts for a charge you have been found innocent of in criminal courts because...
  a) Lawyers love money

  b) The burden of proof is different

  c) The Court is free to interpret legislation

  d) The State acts as an individual in all public law cases   

30. Who is identified in the constitution as holding executive title in the formal federal level of the executive branch of government?
a) Queen represented by the Lieutenant General

b) Prime Minister and his appointed MP 

c) Queen represented by the Governor General

d) Prime Minister and the Governor General

e) None of the above

31. The Statute of Westminster was signed in...
 a) 1776

 b) 1867
 c) 1931
 d) 1982

32. The Latin term ratio decidendi can be defined as_______________
a) Legal reasons that justify the decision of the majority judge(s)

b) Legal reasons that justify the decision of the dissenting judge(s)

c) Statements made in passing that are not necessary for deciding a case

d) The non-legal principle that defines a case
33. What is the difference between judge-made law and legislation?
 a) Judges are not elected.

 b) Judges are not subject to public opinion.

            c) Judge-made law is created slowly and incrementally.

 d) All of the above.

34. Belief that the law should change rapidly is NOT in line with which type of thinking?

 a) Law as social control 

 b) Conservative ideology
 c) Pluralist theory
 d) The NDP

 e) None of the above
35. The notion of mechanical and organic solidarity are associated with which theoretical perspective?

a) Pluralist Approach

b) Consensus Approach

c) Natural Law

d) All of the above

36. Which of the following statements is true about Private Law?
 a) It concerns the rules that govern the exercise of public authority

 b) It concerns the rules that govern all relationships between individuals and the state

 c) It concerns the rules that govern the relationships between individuals and groups in society

 d) It concerns the rules that govern the state as a sovereign entity
37. If a society has increasing professionalization of the law and is developing procedural rules, what typology of law is being represented?

a) Modern

b) Transitional

c) Local

d) Traditional

e) Non-traditional

38. Which of the following would be considered a constitutional convention?

a) British North America Act

b) Royal assent

c) Rule of law principle

d) Governor General dissolves parliament

e) B and D

39. What type of legal system does Canada have in place, and what type of constitution does the country have, respectively?

a) Unilateral, Hybrid

b) Multilateral, Hybrid

c) Unilateral, Written

d) Bijural, Written

e) Bijural, Hybrid

40. What theory suggests that an unjust law does not have to be obeyed?

a) Natural

b) Positive

c) Procedural

d) Criminal

e) Organic

41. Which of the following is a legal positivist critique of legal realism?
a) Need to look at whether the law itself is just

b) Too much focus on the judge as an individual

c) Need to look at process as systemic

d) Need to acknowledge importance of rules themselves and authority

e) B & D

42. Which of the following entities make up the bicameral system at the federal level of government? 

a) Queen & Governor General

b) House of Commons & Senate

c) Queen & House of Commons

d) Legislature & Judiciary

e) Legislature & Executive

43. In Delgamuukw v. B.C., what was the legal issue at hand?

a) Deer hunting

b) Aboriginal tradition

c) Oral histories

d) Spirituality
44. Which of the following represents the order of the legislative process from beginning to end?

a) House of Commons ( Senate

b) Senate ( House of Commons ( Queen/G.G.

c) Queen/G.G. ( Senate ( House of Commons

d) House of Commons ( Cabinet ( Queen/G.G.

e) House of Commons ( Senate ( Queen/G.G.

45. Which thinker would agree with the following statement: “Modern law is authoritative and effective because it is formal and rational.”

a) Marx

b) Weber
c) Vago & Nelson
d) Durkheim
e) Holmes 
46. Which of the following types of judges do the federal government pay?

a) Ontario Superior Court Judges

b) Supreme Court of Canada

c) Federal Court Judges

d) B and C

e) All of the above

47. Which of the following is not a way that the judiciary can be held accountable?

a) Appeal process

b) Responsible government

c) Judicial councils

d) G.G. & House of Commons & Senate

48.  The Constitution (1867) divides the legislative powers as follows: section ____ gives powers to the federal government, and section ____ gives powers to the provincial governments. 

a) 92, 91

b) 41, 42

c) 91, 92

d) 31, 32

49.  According to Durkheim, if I live in a complex society that is very diverse but also cohesive, what kind of law follows?


a) Mechanical


b) Organic


c) Repressive


d) Restitutive

50. Reference questions are heard in what court? 

a) Provincial Courts

b) Provincial Superior Courts

c) Military Court

d) Tax Court

e) None of the above

Answer Key

1.c, 2.d, 3.b, 4.d, 5.c, 6.b, 7.b, 8.d, 9.c, 10.a, 11.b, 12.c, 13.e, 14.a, 15.e, 16.d, 17.c, 18.d, 19.c, 20.b, 21.b, 22.b, 23.a, 24.c, 25.c, 26.d,27.b 28.d, 29.b 30.c, 31.c, 32.a 33.d 34.b, 35.b, 36.c, 37.a, 38.e, 39.e, 40.a, 41.e, 42.b, 43.c, 44.e, 45.b, 46.e, 47.b, 48.c, 49.d, 50.e
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