Bioethics:

Notes 1: 

What is bioethics?

· A hybrid( a mix of two things) discipline. It is considered applied ethics.
· Applies general ethical theories, principles and rules to problems of therapeutic practice, health care delivery and medical and biological research
· The beginning of bioethics dates back to 5th century BC with the Hippocratic Oath which is the first code of ethics for health care professionals 
· Close relationship with the law
· Law defining the social boundaries and conditions for health care delivery. On the other hand, ethical theory and research may serve as a resource for developing a case-law (Morgentaler’s case)



What are the general theories and principles that wil be using in this course?

· What about ethics that make it important for us to know about it? Some people believe that what is right and wrong depends upon how they feel about it. 
· These people share a non-cognitive meta-ethical positiotion, also known as ethical non-cognitivist
· Ethical non cognitivist : argues that no matter how much logic or reasoning( based on knowledge) you use, you can never settle a disagreement on what I right. In other words, we think we are right because it feels right.
· Others believe that what is right or wrong is relative to a particular point of view. This is called ethical relativism. 
· Ethical relativism is the position that what is right or wrong is based on reasoning, and not just on feelings, but that there is no objective and universal right or wrong. Every individual or a group has his or her own values, and understanding of what is right and wrong. 
· Others believe that right or wrong, good or bad, are objective in nature. This is so called ethical objectivism
· Ethical objectivism: is the position that right and wrong are objective phenomena, that is, phenomena that are recognized by everyone. So, when we make ethical claims, we make claims about how the world REALLY is. 
· Ethical objectivism believe that people’s actions and dispositions have moral qualities and are not just a matter of a point of view, or a feeling.
· This is the position we’ll accept as true in this course. 

There are a few objectivism ethical theories

· The first type is teleological or consequentialist theories. The best-known teleological theory is Utilitarianism.
· Utilirarism: takes for its fundamental principle the so-called principle of utility. 
· The principle says: the greatest good and the least harm for the greatest number of people. 
· The principle of utility does not tell us what the nature of this good or harm is. 
· Because of that, there are different types of utilitarianisms depending on the definition of good/bad, how we identify this good or bad, and how to apply the principle of utility. 
· Act utilitarianism proposes that we should apply the principle of utility on a case-to-case basis, without references to universal rules. 
· Rule utilitarianism: propose that utility cannot be calculated for individual acts but only for general rules of conduct. Thus, when we deal with an actual moral dilemma, the decision making process should depend upon identifying the general rule to be applied in the given situation. 
· Read carefully the case explained 6-7 from the first article(ethical theory)
· Deontological theories: Are not concerned with outcomes but with rights and duties. There are two major types of deontological approach: monistic and pluralistic. 
· Immanuel Kant’s ethical theory is the best known deontological monistic approach. It is also called the Categorical imperative. 
· 1st definition: you should act only according to that maxim by which you can at the same will that it should become a universal law( when choosing a universal law, then it is a good principle
· [bookmark: _GoBack]2nd definition: practical imperative: you should act so that you treat humanity always as an end and never as a means only. ( is this fair on everyone in this world) Thinking of looking at the person’s best interest and not the hospital or bigger. 
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