Imperialism and the Colonial Experience

Imperialism
· A superior-inferior relationship in which an area and its people have been subordinated to the will or interests of a foreign state.
· Colonialism is a variety of imperialism

Mercantalism
· Can refer to a defined period of time, 16th to 18th century
· European nations started to colonize other nations in order to find valuable natural resources
· Treaties of Westphalia 
· identifies separation between state and church
· defines features of the international system, and how we identify a state
· seven characteristics of a state
1. defined territory
2. sovereign
3. monopoly on use of force
4. public institution…government of some sort
5. diplomatically recognized by other states
6. permanent population
7. legitimation
· treaty of Westphalia ended the 30 year war
· treaty was meant to maintain some stability…stop all the wars…these wars were devastating for Europe
· to pay for the wars, European countries implemented trade restrictions, have more exports than imports.
· Sea power became more important than land based military power, all about controlling the sea.

Shift in Imperialism
· Mercantilist period is linked to classical imperialism. 
· Many states adopted policies to compliment their colonial practices
· Shift t imperialism occurs around the 17th century. 
· About 6 million slaves left Africa

Decolonization
· Occurred 25-50 years ago
· Hong Kong was a colony until 1997

Lenin
Imperialism
· Trade helped colonial mother countries to dominate other colonial countries
· Nationalism contributed to the rise in colonization
· Colonization is a form of imperialism
· Lenin argues that national trade policies mostly benefited the dominant class
· Capitalist countries used trade to spread capitalism to less developed countries
· Modern imperialism is when capitalist nations expand exploitation to other countries…modern countries try to implement dependencies in less developed countries
· Decline of national economic competition and the growth of monopolies is what fuels modern imperialism. 

Terminology
· Colonialism: settlement of foreign territories, the maintenance of rule over a subordinate population and the separation of the ruling group from the subject population
Monopoly Capitalist
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Stage in the development of capitalism dominated by giant corporations, each of which controls a relatively high proportion of the local or world markets for its products. 
· Competition for raw materials, investment opportunities, etc
· According to Lenin, expansion of colonialism during this period was due to two main reasons: 
1. competition for overseas sources of raw materials was increasing
2. search for investment opportunities that would be more profitable


e iy hich s e s el e

i iy
Pt
o s
s

e e o oo o ey e,

st s e e ot s




