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PHI 1101: REASONING AND CRITICAL THINKING
21st September 2012
First Test: 45 marks worth 10% of final mark

Please answer each question on the pages of this test. If you need more space for your answer, please use the reverse side of the page.

I. Please circle the letter that corresponds to the best answer. Each is worth 1 mark.

5 multiple choice questions: 1 mark each = a total of 
5 marks for this section.
II. For each of the following on the line provided write what is implicit -- premise or conclusion -- and then write what the implicit premise or conclusion is. Each is worth two marks.

1. Tony is Canadian. Thus he is used to cold weather.

Implicit _______________

2. Moore’s dog is a bloodhound, and most bloodhounds have a keen sense of smell.

Implicit _______________

3. He’ll drive recklessly only if he’s upset, and he’s upset.

Implicit _______________

4. May the 9th is the date for the first test, and today is the 9th of May.

Implicit ______________
5. If Joe is a bachelor, then he is unmarried. So Joe is unmarried.

Implicit ______________

III. Present the following arguments in standard form and provide a diagram for each. You may want to keep in mind that you may have to reformulate some claims, that explanations may occur, and that noise or redundancies may arise in some arguments. The value of each question is noted in parentheses.  
1. Because of last summer’s infestation of gypsy moths in Ottawa, we must conclude that the same pestilence will return this summer. (3)

2. Cole is up to no good. He’s been acting suspiciously for days, and he told Rachel he was going to steal something valuable. (3)

3. Most atheists are liberals, and George is an atheist. Thus, George is probably a liberal. Therefore, George is probably in favour of increased social benefits because most liberals are in favour of increased social benefits. (4)

4. We shouldn’t pay Edward an allowance because he never does any work around the house, and he’ll probably just waste the money because he has no conception of the value of anything. (4)

5. I don’t think I should vote for any independent candidate in the next election. Independents never win, and I want the person I vote for to win. Also, independent candidates have a tendency to be a little wacky. And we definitely don’t need any more wacky politicians in power. (3)

6. Elena should dump that creep Oscar since he sneaks around with other women behind her back. Also, it’s very likely that he’ll drain her financial resources because he spends all her money at the racetrack. (4)  

7. Barack Obama has great ideas for preserving the natural environment. You bet he does! Therefore, Obama being elected is good for the natural environment. (3)

8. There is no question in my mind. I therefore maintain that Colonel Mustard is the murderer. If he did it, then he would probably have bloodstains on the sleeve of his shirt. The bloodstains are there. Any fool could see them! Also the murder weapon was within the colonel’s reach for quite a while before the crime was committed. And since of all the people in the house at the time of the murder he alone does not have an airtight alibi, he must be the killer. (4)
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