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Lecture plan:
Definition of Prose
What is prose?
The form of written language that is not organized according to the formal patterns of verse; although it will have some sort of rhythm and some devices of repetition and balance, these are not governed by a regularly sustained formal arrangement, the significant unit being the sentence rather than the line. 
For contract, this is poetry:
Sonnet 116 (Shakespeare)
Let me not to the marriage of true minds
Admit impediments. Love is not love
Which alters when it alteration finds,
Or bends with the remover to remove:
O no! it is an ever-fixed mark
That looks on tempests and is never shaken;
It is the star to every wandering bark,
Whose worth's unknown, although his height be taken.
Love's not Time's fool, though rosy lips and cheeks
Within his bending sickle's compass come:
Love alters not with his brief hours and weeks,
But bears it out even to the edge of doom.
If this be error and upon me proved,
I never writ, nor no man ever loved
Poetry
Poetry is often characterized by its emphasis on meter, rhyme, or rhythm
For example, song lyrics are often poetic
From “Umbrella” by Rihanna
When the sun shines, we'll shine together 
Told you I'll be here forever
Said I'll always be your friend
Took an oath, imma stick it out till the end
Now that it's rainin' more than ever
Told you we'll still have each other
You can stand under my umbrella
You can stand under my umbrella
Prose
The stars were out in a dark sky above the trees. He thought of the jewels of the dwarves shining in dark caverns. Suddenly in the wood beyond The Water a flame leapt up - probably somebody lighting a wood-fire - and he thought of plundering dragons settling on his quiet Hill and kindling it all to flames. He shuddered; and very quickly he was plain Mr Baggins of Bag-End, Under-Hill, again. 
(From The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkein)
Poetry
A parody of poetry written by Samuel Johnson :
x  /     x    /   x   /    x       /
I put my hat upon my head
x          /         x   /x       /
And walked into the Strand
x          /     x   /    x  /   x    /
And there I met another man
x           /      x  /       x    /
Prose Poetry
A dream, still clinging like light to the dark, rounding
The gap left by things which have already happened
Leaving nothing in their place, may have nothing to do
But that. Dreams are like ghosts achieving ghosts' perennial goal
Of revoking the sensation of repose. It's terrible
To think we write these things for them, to tell them
Of our life—that is, our whole life. Along comes a dream
Of a machine. Why? What is being sold there? How is the product
emitted?
(From The Book of a Thousand Eyes by Lyn Hejinian) 
This class focuses on prose, but as you can see, there’s a lot of cross over between the two genres
Development of Prose
How did prose develop?
Some of the earliest stories are in poetry
The Iliad, the Odyssey, the Epic of Gilgamesh (18th century BC), the aneid, many important early works are poetry
Why?
Two main purposes of early prose
1) to record information 
2) to impart moral lessons
Bede
C. 672-735
One of the earliest historians of England
Wrote Historia ecclesiastica gentis Anglorum (The Ecclesiastical History of the English People) a history of the church in England
Completed in about 731
Draws on a number of other historical sources but also folk stories, word of mouth and stories of miracles. Some stories have dubious authenticity.
The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle
A.D.755
In this year Cynewulf and the councillors of the West Saxons deprived Sigeberht, a kinsman of his, of his kingdom, except for Hampshire, because of his unjust acts; and he [Sigeberht] held Hamshire until he killed the ealdorman [Cumbra] who had stayed with him the longest; and then Cynewulf drove him into the forest, and he lived there until a swineherd stabbed him to death at Pvivett's stream, and he [the swineherd] was avenging Ealdorman Cumbra.
A.D. 793. 
 This year came dreadful fore-warnings over the land of the Northumbrians, terrifying the people most woefully: these were immense sheets of light rushing through the air, and whirlwinds, and fiery, dragons flying across the firmament.  These tremendous tokens were soon followed by a great famine: and not long after, on the sixth day before the ides of January in the same year, the harrowing inroads of heathen men made lamentable havoc in the church of God in Holy-island
Does Malory claim to be presenting a true story?
William Caxton
“To whom I answered that divers men hold opinion that there was no such Arthur, and that all such books as been made of him be feigned and fables, because that some chronicles make of him no mention, nor remember him nothing, nor of his knights. Whereto they answered, and one in special said, that in him that should say or think that there was never such a king called Arthur might well be aretted great folly and blindness.”
“For he said that there were many evidences of the contrary. First ye may see his sepulchre in the monastery of Glastonbury. And also in Policronicon, in the fifth book the sixth chapter, and in the seventh book the twenty-third chapter, where his body was buried, and after found, and translated into the said monastery. Ye shall see also in the history of Bochas, in his book De Casu Principum, part of his noble acts, and also of his fall. Also Galfridus in his British book recounteth his life: and in divers places of England many remembrances be yet of him, and shall remain perpetually, and also of his knights. First in the abbey of Westminster, at St. Edward's shrine, remaineth the print of his seal in red wax closed in beryl, in which is written, Patricius Arthurus Britannie, Gallie, Germanie, Dacie, Imperator. Item in the castle of Dover ye may see Gawaine's skull, and Cradok's mantle: at Winchester the Round Table: in other places Launcelot's sword and many other things. Then all these things considered, there can no man reasonably gainsay but there was a king of this land named Arthur. “
Message and Theme
Theme
What is a theme?
Theme: A silent abstract idea that emerges from a literary work’s treatment of its subject-matter (e.g. love, war, revenge, betrayal, fate, etc)
A Theme is often a distillation of the message of a work
The message is like the thesis of a fictional work
For now:
The message of the work is what the work “argues”, and the theme is a one word statement that represents this message.
Lets talk a really simple example: Goldilocks and the Three Bears
Theme in Malory
Theme
What is the theme of Sir Thomas Malory’s Morte D’Arthur?
[bookmark: _WNSectionTitle][bookmark: _WNTabType_0]The History of Fiction (and the Fiction of History)
Lecture one	


Lecture Plan
Background
Who was Julian of Norwich?
Lived (~8 November 1342 - ~1416)
Took her name from the church where she lived in Norwich
Lived as an anchorite
Context of Julian of Norwich
Julian is writing around the same time as Chaucer
Before Malory’s More Darthur
Before Henry the VIIIth
What is an anchorite?
A solitary religios recluse in England
Anchorte = anchored to the church
Their numbers increased throughout the medieval period
We have records of hundreds of anchorites in England in the medieval period
More common for women then men
Why?
Women were believed to be more sensual than men, so seen as less qualified for hermetic life
Fewer convents meant fewer opportunities for women
Medieval impressions of anchorities
How were they viewed?
Sometimes medieval writers viewed them as more moral then others because anchorites dedicated themselves to their devotions
Sometimes viewed with suspicion because they had to be enclosed
A 13th century manual for anchorities warns them not to have dinner parties, not to take too much pride in their embroidery and not to gossip
Why did it become so popular? 
Seen as an opportunity, offered an alternative to the difficulties of medieval life
Many women became anchorites after being widowed to avoid remarrying
Julian of Norwich
We have few records about her aside from her own writing
She tells us that in 1373, at th age of 30 and a half, she was on her deathbed and has a series of religious visions 
She gets better and writes down these visions (the short text)
Revises these visions twenty yeas later after much study and consultation with authorities (The long text)  -> Sixteen Revelations of Divine Love
Social Context for Julian of Norwich
Black Death
Peasants’ Revolt
Power and Authority
Why was Julian’s text potentially dangerous?
Writing as a woman
Thomas Aquinas on way women shouldn’t teach religious matters:
“Because generally speaking women are not perfected in wisdom so as to be fit to be entrusted with public teaching.”
Julian is writing in the vernacular
Vernacular = fancy word for an everyday language
In medieval England the vernacular would be English or French, as opposed to 
Latin
Why would it be dangerous to write in the vernacular in medieval England?
Concern over reform of church proposed by John Wycliffe and his followers
In 1401 Henry IV passed De Heretico Comburendo (“Regarding the burning of heretics”), gave authority to bishops to imprision and burn alive people who were deemed heretics
Arundel constitutions of 1409 forbade the translation of doctrine into English 
So Julian of Norwich’s work could have been quite dangerous in the medieval period. How does she negotiate this dangerous political space? How does she construct authority?
Analyzing the rhetoric in a piece can help us understand how its author negotiates political authority 
Julian of Norwich’s Theme
What is Julian of Norwich’s message?
Imagery and Theme
Imagery
How does Julian use imagery to put this message forward?
Imagery:
Use of language in a literary work that evoke sense-impressions by literal or figurative reference to perceptible or ‘concrete’ objects, scenes, actions, or states
(from The Oxford Dictionary of Literary Terms)
Metaphors, similes and examples may be types of imagery
Examples of imagery in Julian of Norwich?
How does the imagery tie into her message?
Metaphor
One thing, idea or action is referred to by a word or expression normally denoting another thing, idea, or action, so as to suggest some common quality shared by the two.
This resemblance is assumes as an imaginary identity rather than directly stated as a comparison 
Quiz #1
1. Identify the speaker in the following passage:
“For all our life is in three: in the first we have out being, and in the second we have our increasing, and in the third we have our fulfilling.”
The speaker is
a) Christ
b) Julian of Norwich
c) A Herring 
2. Which passage is from the text of Julian of Norwich assigned for class today?
a) “And so she followed his advice and went along with the friars and the woman. None of them could understand her language, yet they provided her every day with food, drink and lodgings as well as they did for themselves …”
b) “Sin is behovely, but all shall be well, and all manner of thing shall be well.”
3. Which of these images does NOT occur in Julian of Norwich’s text?
a) A barking dog
b) A person falling
c) Rain falling on a roof
4. Which of these is most characteristic of Julian of Norwich’s style?
a) The use of ornate diction (fancy words)
b) The use of direction citation from the bible (Biblical quotes)
c) The use of enumeration in lists (numbered lists)
5. Where did this quote come from?
“I have none armor neither helm, shield, sword, neither spear, wherefore I dread me sore out long love is come to a mischievous end.” 
a) Julian of Norwich, from A book of showings to the Anchoress Julian of Norwich”
b) Sir Thomas Malory, From Morte Dartur
6. Julian of Norwich’s text is divided into:
a) Books 
b) No divisions
c) Chapters
7. in the Text assigned for class today, Christ is compared to:
a) a mother
b) a Pelican 
c) a brother
d) both A and C
e) both A and B
8. Julian Norwich tells us why she had her visions. What reason does she give?
a) her priest told her she would have visions
b) she had fallen asleep during prayer
c) she had fallen ill
9. Julian tells us what she believes is the meaning of her visions. What is it?
a) the power of religion
b) the threat of eternal suffering
c) Love
d) Suffering
10. In your own words, explain the significance of the image of the hazelnut.

[bookmark: _WNSectionTitle_2][bookmark: _WNTabType_1]History of Fiction II: 
Fiction and Political Power
Lecture 2	

Lecture Plan:
History of Fiction
The History of Fiction
C. 1387 – Chaucer, “Prologue” to Canterbury Tales
C. 1393 – Julian of Norwich, A book of Showings to the Anchoress Julian of N.
1492 – Columbus lands in America
1516 – Thomas more, Utopia
1517 – Martin Luther posts his theses in Wittenberg, leading to Protestant Reformation
1601 – Shakespeare’s Hamlet
1726 – Jonathan Swift, Gulliver’s Travels  Next week
1811 – Jane Austen, Sense and Sensibility
1886 – Leo Tolstoy, “Death of Ivan Ilych”

By the time that Thomas More is writing Utopia, few serious works are being written in English
More’s Utopia is written in Latin, then translated into English during the 1550s, nearly half-century after its original publication
The Renaissance
 New ideas and new social, political and economic forces that gradually displaces the spiritual and communal values of the Middle Ages
The Renaissance in England was characterized by humanism 
Thomas More was a humanist 
Humanism
Concern over educational reform 
Less emphasis on training for church and greater emphasis on literature and rhetoric
Renaissance literature places a great emphasis on rhetoric, the art of persuasion and questions of reform 
Context: Thomas More
Sir Thomas More
Who was Sir Thomas More?
(1478-1535) two centuries later Jonathan Swift said he was “the person of the greatest virtue this kingdom ever produced
Son of a lawyer
Advisor to Henry VIIIth
Opponent of the Protestant Reformation, in particular of Martin Luther and William Tyndale 
1510 More is a public servant for the city fo London
Became a personal advisor to Henry VIII, started to get more involved in state affairs 
Duties included meeting diplomats and going abroad on diplomatic missions
It was on a mission to the nether lands that Thomas More wrote Utopia
Speculation, Satire
Utopia
What does “Utopia” mean?
Thomas More coined the term
We generally think of a “utopia” as a perfect world
From Greek 
eu (ευ) 
Good          place 
OR         +  topos (τόπος) +     -iā (-ία) 
Not
ou (οὐ) 
Good-place 
Or
Not-Place?
Book 1
In Antwerp, More’s friend, Peter Giles, introduces More to a strancer
Description of the stranger
Raphael Hyloday 
Archangel from Bible 
Initially disguised as a human
Greek: “Speaker of nonsence”
Why does Thomas More have Raphael Hythloday describe Utopia?
Raphael describes his discovery of various lands
We asked him many questions oncerning all these things, to which he answered very willingly; only qw msw no inquiries after monsters, than which nothing is more common; for everywhere one may hear of ravernous dogs and wolves, and cruel man-eaters; but it is not so easy to find States that are well and wisely governed. 
Book 2
Begins with description of the geography
[image: http://4umi.com/image/book/more/utopia-map.jpg]
Rhetoric and Satire   
Rhetoric and Satire
Satire
A mode of writing that exposes the failings of individuals, institutions, or societies or ridicule and scorn
The political system of utopia
Governor
Elected by 200 Phylarchs
Chosen from among 4 nominees
Elected for life
Phylarch (previously called a syphogrant)
Elected by 30 households
Households
Overseen by master and mistress
House => 40 men & women, 2 slaves
Tranibors
Elected annually
Not charged for casual reasons
Next Week
Gulliver’s Travels
Written by Jonathan swift, published in 1726
The work tells the story of a traveler and can be read as satire, speculative fiction and travel writing
The work is divided into four “books”; the selection assigned in the course pack is from the last book
The following questions will help focus your reading:
What is being satirized by Swift?
How do the images in the work contribute to this satire?
 
Discussion questions have been posted on Blackboard; students are welcome to contribute to these discussion questions. 
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Lecture Plan
History of Fiction 
The History of Fiction
C. 1387 – Chaucer, “Prologue” to Canterbury Tales
C. 1393 – Julian of Norwich, A book of Showings to the Anchoress Julian of N.
1492 – Columbus lands in America
1516 – Thomas more, Utopia
1517 – Martin Luther posts his theses in Wittenberg, leading to Protestant Reformation
1601 – Shakespeare’s Hamlet
1726 – Jonathan Swift, Gulliver’s Travels  Next week
1811 – Jane Austen, Sense and Sensibility
1886 – Leo Tolstoy, “Death of Ivan Ilych”
The 18th Century
Growing urbanization of cities in Europe
The development of the microscope and telescope led to new discoveries and the realization that science had surpasses the learning of the ancient Greeks and Romans
The rise of coffee house culture and the formation of scientific societies
Voyages over seas brought knowledge of new cultures to Europe
With growing trade and conquests came horrific colonial exploitation, which resulted in the abolitionist movement toward the end of the 18th c
The Royal Society 
[image: Image6]
Context: Gulliver’s Travels
Jonathan Swift
(30 November 1667-19 October 1745)
Born in Ireland but left in 1688 for England, where he worked as an assistant to Sir William Temple, a diplomat
Received an MA from Oxford in 1692 but did not excel at his academics and chose to become a priest for the Church of Ireland
Left the church and published The Tale of a Tub
Began to gain recognition as writer
Recruted by the Tory leadership in 1710 to promote their cause 
Wrote “A Modest Proposal” in 1729
Much of his writing was published anonymously 
Political Views
Swift, like other Tory satirists, was very skeptical of the new emphasis on science 
Gulliver’s Travels is the most famous prose work to emerge from this 18th century Tory satiric tradition
Gulliver’s Travels
Published in 1726
It’s a satirical work (we looked at satire last class)
It was initially published as a travel narrative 
Many people in swift’s society believed that Gulliver was a real person
Why would this authenticity be important to swift?
Prevents charges of heresy against Swift due to the satirical nature of the work
Satire relies on the familiar for its criticism to work
Divided into 4 “books”; we’re reading from Book IV
Book 1: Voyage to Lilliput 
Book 2: Voyage to Brobdingnag 
Book 3: Voyage to Laputa
Book 4: Voyage to the Country of the Houyhnhnms 
Structure of guilliver’s travels
Book 1                      2                                 3                    4
Shipwrecked      abandoned     attacked by strangers  attacked by crew
Larger                   Smaller          More Rational	   Less Rational      

Characterization
The representation of persons in narrative works. This may include direct methods like the attribution of qualities in description, and indirect methods inviting readers to infer qualities from characters’’ actions, speech, or appearance. 
Human nature
Characterization of Gulliver
Studied to become a surgeon
Generally portrayed as an “every man”
What do we learn about Gulliver from Part IV?
Why is this characterization important?
Literary Analysis
Literary studies concerned with theme are valis or invalid based on the evidence presented in support of a thesis
This class (like last class) we’re working on how to gather evidence to make an argument about a work
From this week’s online discussion
Gulliver discovers that the Yahoos resemble humans in many ways. Yet Gulliver is repulsed by these creatures: “for as to those filthy yahoos, although there were few greater lovers of mankind at the time than myself yet I confess I never say any sensitive being so detestable on all accounts; and the more I came near them the more hateful they grew” (from Gulliver’s Travels 5)
Why dpes swift describe Gulliver’s revulsion at the Yahoos? What message about humankind is Gulliver’s travels putting forth at this moment?
Style
What do we notice about the style of Gulliver’s Travels?

How does this help Swift convey his message?
Imagery
Last week we looked at imagery in the context of Julian of Norwich, and we briefly considered metaphors
This wee we’re going to look at similies
Simile
A comparison between two different things, actions, or feelings, using the words ‘as’ or ‘like’
Example
Page 5 “about noon, I say coming towards the house a kind of vehicle drawn like a sledge by four yahoos”
Rationality
Swift’s Message
What message is Swift putting forth through his depiction of the Houybnbnms?

Are these creatures better than humans?
The End
Gulliver gets driven out of the Land of the Houyhnhnms because they see him as a risk to their society
Gulliver is rescued by Portuguese ship captained by a kind, rational person
Gulliver returns to his home in England, but largely lives as a recluse, apart from his family, spending long hours in his stables
Are we supposed to take this ending seriously?
Is Swift suggesting that we should all abandon irrationally society ?
Next Class
This was the last class is the first section of the course on the History of Fiction
We’re moving on to the second section, Analyzing Fiction
Read “Young Goodman Brown” and its introduction
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Lecture Plan:
Analyzing Fiction
Analyzing Fiction
So far we’ve been examining the development of fiction, and the relationship between a work of fiction and its historical milieu 
For this section of the course we’re going to be focusing on close reading
Close reading examines:
The meaning of a piece of fiction
How meaning is created in a work of fiction
One way of examining how meaning is created in a piece of literature is by looking at the elements of narrative
[bookmark: _GoBack]Character, setting, structure, style, imagery, etc.
Close reading is a form of literary criticism
What do we mean when we talk of criticism in a literary context?
Analyzing literature
We aren’t using criticism in the everyday sense of as ‘fault-finding’
We’re assuming the work is valuable
Rather, criticism in this sense refers to an analysis of the way meaning is created in a literary work
Analyzing fiction
Criticism used to be concerned with determining an author’s “true meaning”
Now criticism tries to be more “objective”
Focusing on the meaning of the work itself, which may or may not be linked to authorial intention
May or may not take the reader’s reaction to a text into account
Close Reading
“Close” in the sense that you examine individual aspects (style, imagery, plot) of the text in detail
But after this, you need to step back and look at the text from a distance to get a sense of how these elements interact
How to do a close reading
1. Annotate your text as you read
Mark anything that strikes you as significant
2. Look for literary devices, patterns and contradictions
3. Ask how these elements emerge and what effect the elements have on the creation of meaning
Characterization
Characterization
Lass class we looked at Characterization:
The representation of persons in narrative works. This may include direct methods like the attribution of qualities in description, and indirect methods inviting readers to infer qualities from characters’ actions, speech, or appearance
Characterization in Young Goodman Brown
What do we learn about Goodman Brown?
Why is this characterization important?
Questions to ask about character
What do we know about a character?
How does a passage develop this information? To what end?
Does the passage reveal something new about the motivations of a character?
What is the character’s tone in the text? How is the tone developed? Why do they assume that tone?
Does the selection text mark a departure from a particular character usual attitudes and action about something? 
Allegory
Allegory
A story or visual image with a second distinct meaning partially hidden behind its literal or visible meaning
Involves a continuous parallel between two (or more) levels of meaning in a story, so that its persons and events correspond to their equivalents in a system of ideas external to the tale 
How does allegory function in “Young Goodman Brown”?
What are some of the allegorical elements of the story?
How does the use of allegory as a device work toward the meaning of Hawthorne’s story?
Allegory was an important part of biblical exegesis 
To interpret the Bible, similarities were identified between different realms of meaning
E.g. Physical/spiritual 
Old testament and the New
Religious literature often makes us of allegory (morality plays, dream visions etc.)
Questions to ask about allegory
How does allegory function in the passage?
What are the different allegorical levels involved?
How does the use of allegory relate to the theme or message of the text?
Ambivalence?
Angus Fletcher on allegory: “Allegorical literature always displays toward its polar antagonisms a certain ambivalence. This much-used term does not mean ‘mixed feelings’, unless we are willing to amend [change] the phrase to a ‘mixture of diametrically opposed feelings.”
In an article, Walter J. Paulits argues that Goodman Brown displays this ambivalence between good and evil
According to Paulits, Goodman Brown’s Ambivalence means that he is neither condoned (approved) or condemned, even when he chooses to mistrust his fellow men. Do you agree?
Is Goodman Brown ambivalent?

Next Class:
Read “The Death of Ivan Ilych” and its introduction 
As you read, consider the way that Tolstoy portrays Ivan Ilych and his transformation 
Try to figure out what Tolstoy’s message is about how to live. 
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