PHI-2397A – Business Ethics

Business ethics – helps businesses be successful, many businesses that fail can contribute it to ethical issues.

Network (1975) Movie Clip – The real world is a business, there is no democracy or ideology, there is just currency.

Is business really about money?

Ethics- greek. Etikos – What should I do? 
Not about what you can do. (Allowed. Law) Ethics is not the law.

What is business? 
A: Whenever you offer a product/service to another.

Business and ethics is as old Civilization and have always been together. When humanity was comprised of lone wolves surviving in the wilderness. Business could improve quality of life (purpose of business) through bartering and trade. 
- Development of rules (do not murder and steal)

Milton Friedman – American Economist
Said business is “Amoral”  (not immoral)
Yet said Capitalism is good because it provides best quality of life.  (Consequence)

Consequentialist

Money? (Not most important)
Will you do anything for money?
Every person has their price?
Myth: very rare that some one would actually do anything for a certain amount of money.

Family?
Survival?
Selfishness vs. Self-interest

Courage = Self-sacrifice
Selfishness = Cowardice

Aristotle 4th BC (Consequentialist)

Foolishness --------------Courage -------------Cowardice



Wants   VS.   Rights


Kant 18th century German
	-Kantian Ethics
- Human Rights, Justice, Equality (Consequentialist business tend to bring these in)

Hume 18th Century – Scottish
· is/ought fallacy

Ethics= values not facts
Science= Facts

Aesthetic Values = Philosophy of art
Beauty
Sunset

Golden Rule – Do unto others, as you would have them do unto you. (Ned Flanders)
Or
Don’t do to others anything that you wouldn’t want them to do to you. (Fear based possibly)
· Not Logical – if you do good things to others it does not mean good things will happen to you or visa versa.
· Not reason. Must be emotion. (We are emotional creatures for the most part)
· Empathy (has its limits, empathize differently with different people; family vs. strangers)

Do to others what they to you. (works better logically)

Meaning of Life

Epictetus 2nd Century AD
Epicurus 3rd Century BC

Epictetus – Meaning in life by getting involved in a system. (“Get with the program” in a sense)

Epicurus – all you require in life are three things:
1. Friends you can count on
2. Enough money to satisfy your needs
3. Freedom

Epictetus and Epicurus both focus on happiness but take two routes to achieve this.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Business is both because it thrives on the Epictetian yet is usually started by an Epicurean (Bill Gates, Steve Jobs, etc.)

Epicurean not Hedonism

Hedonism - pleasure

s s e e s st

ok (975 Mol ip T o .3 bestes o democrcy
oo e e,

e

Notshen st o o d. (lowe L) s mt e

PR —

Rty s ot o ket g e e o
oy e ol vt Bt gk o
Dehpmenof s Bt e S

e et o )
e o e A e et sty (Cnseenc)

[E—

Mot e ot s
Wi e o es?

By s

it ———

iy

e

Ao 4B o)




