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CRM 1130 – Lesson 3 – Late Middle Ages
Torture Tools:
Iron Maiden – many ways confessions were extracted caused people to die by the injuries themselves
The Rack – the person is laid across the table and the wheels turn with a series of spikes on their front and back.
Thumbscrews – thumbs or toes pressured within this mechanism – released once they confessed.
Bridle – mechanism used as torture tool and tool in and of itself – once person’s head is put on, part causes pressure on the tongue – primarily targeted against women – often by men at home/;ack of regulation  (he could bridle and chain his wife – weight alone is difficult to bear ) – used as a way to silence women (keep spouse in check – released when she complied)
Ducking Stool – individual stuck underwater until shows willingness to confess – consequences = drowning while getting confession itself. (today: used at malls or fairs for fun ; tainted history associated with – ‘duck tank’)
Punishments: (mostly in public settings when people would be around – church days, etc.)
· Flogging (gruesome – humiliating – left scars/infections),
·  branding (humiliating a person – served as public deterrent effect – mark left visibly on person served as symbol to others to be cautious),
·  mutilation,(rooted in retribution – “eye for an eye” – someone stole, hands targeted for example – torture or removing of these body parts – people often died from mutilation – loss of blood or infection – live with extended consequences of the crime itself)
·  banishment, (context: strong interdependence on each other for the provision of food/safety/general well-being – often caused psych. Damage, as well as being physically deprived – very serious punishment – consequence of death – one of the harsher consequences)
· capital punishment,(context: middle ages – used not as much as you would think – plagues resulted in early death – right to life not as depended on as people died so early – didn’t necessarily serve as  strong a deterrent – didn’t stop at execution – extended mutilations before execution and after – ie) Braveheart (pieces of body torn, etc. – victory symbol)) 
· pillory and stocks (wooden contraptions – people throw things at them – public setting/spectacle – construct symbolic power, and had deterrent effect on public – axe reserved for middle or upper class (quicker) – hierarchy associated with the offenses – spared torturous/painful parts of execution) – pillory held head and hands, stocks held head, hands, and feet. (recreational version in the present – stick head in wooden cutout – ex.) reindeer)
Purpose of Punishment:
1. education
2. pain (mental and physical)
a. penance for sin – won’t repeat
b. served as reminder of what others had done
3. set things right
a. retribution and retaliation
4. cleanse evil
a. from Individual and others
· unusual, cruel, and barbaric – society at this time was far more physical – life was hard for the most part – simply surviving required manual labour/expectations – not surprising that the tactics were very similar
Late Middle Ages to the Renaissance
· why so rooted in retribution and retaliation?
· Came from Christian teachings dominating Europe during that time
Reflection on the contradiction of CJS:
· A Cherokee native elder.... (the fox you choose...)
· Christian Bible – what has been integrated into our justice system
· Reinforce penalties for disobedience
· Why have we focused on those parts instead of the ones focused on peace and love?
· Why has criminal justice system continued using these parts?
· Restorative justice only in recent years (potential for forgiveness)  -rather than system focused on revenge, etc.
· Over several centuries having system very much influenced by Christianity – contradictions in messages – why spend so much time creating weapons of destruction, and only in last 20th century have we switched to looking at people’s rights
· Need to be aware of history if we want to fix them in the future
Early Middle Ages
· Church Authority = Unifying Power
· Deciding fate of individuals – rooted in religious teachings (God as vengeful or forgetting, etc, to serfs)
· Deviance = Sin
Change to Secular Power
· 12th Century: King = Solidify Power
·  = Courts
· Shifts in Demographic and Social Relations
· Because of bureaucratic administrations
· Continue to be many tensions between church and state
· Impose authority through justice system (crimes against the king (treason) = very serious concern/crime – a lot of other types of crimes (murder) are defined as crimes against the “king’s peace” instead of crimes “against the church/victims/etc.”
· The “offended party” is constructed (still see today – ‘crown prosecutor’) – since later middle ages
· Took long time for victims to be whom were violated
· New movement into “towns”
· From rural areas
· To large gatherings – increasing need for social order to be maintained
· Social relations changing due to migration of people – tension – what needs to be regulated?
· For people to live safely and orderly amongst each other – changing at this point in time
· Plagues affecting population (less labourers) – state takes advantage of that – maximize economically the lower population
· Many peasant regals – questions (not accepting anymore the strong dominance/authority they used to take as unquestionable)
· Tensions emerge through nation-states (the Scottish – English monarchy)
· Changes due to the problems they have to deal with
Braveheart:
· William Wallace: charged with Treason
· Power of the Monarch
· Won’t swear allegiance – leads to consequences
· Spectacle of the King’s Power
· Visual display of punishment/power
· Spectacle of the King’s Mercy (potential)
· Punishments before, during, and after execution) 
· Don’t show, talk about it
· before: throw food at him (while attached to wooden cross)
· during: beg for the king’s mercy and will have it (axe)– doesn’t
· stretch him (rope – hanging)
· then drop him
· doesn’t kiss the ring  - rack him
· goes back up on rope – tied to horse
· dropped again
· strapped to cross above ground – horizontal
· tear clothes (doesn’t say “mercy”– no mercy given)
· yells out freedom instead
· head cut off with axe
· after: body torn to pieces, head set on iron ridge – arms and legs sent ot four corners of Britain
examples for exam:
· the rack
· pillary, public shaming, often lot of things thrown at them
· clarification: understood that he was being mutilated (genital, stomach, disembowelment) 
· hanged not until death/ suspended
· body dismembered after the actual execution – often mutilated/torn apart – symbolic, used as deterrent to others
