Summarizing a text (due October. 4)


· A summary:  Short version of long text
· 2-3 pages double spaced

· identify what the central arguments are and the supporting arguments

· -evidence

· conform to the expectations outlined in the grading scheme and APA style guidelines

· no footnotes 

Questions to Consider:

· Why do movements develop only during certain periods of history?
· Why do movements take different forms in different political environments?
· Have social movements, as we know it always existed?
· What current social factors are shaping contemporary social movements?
1. The development of social movements in history
a. Charles Tilly (1978).  From Mobilizaation to Revolution and Charles Tilly. (1995).  Popular Contention in Great Britain 1758-1834.

b. Sidney Tarrow. (1998).  Power in movement
c. Tilly asked:  How have subordinate groups produe social and political change in different periods of history?  Are the kinds of protests we see today something new?  Have they always existed?  How do we explain any changes?
d. Precursors to the Social Movement:
e. Prior to the development of modern social movements. Tilly argues “we discover another world of collective action”.
i. The “Little movement” of Narbonne
ii. The Charivari: cultural ritual/ceremony for days people who bang pots and yell and scream to celebrate…eventually it turned into a form of protest.
Collective Action Repertoires:

· C.A.R.= “the complete set of protest tactics available to a social movement at any given time” (Till, 1978).

· These are historically and culturally specific

· Traditional Collective Action Repertoire:

· Primitive rebellion

· Characteristics: 

· Localized

· Reactionary (arose quickly)

· Violent

· Involved everyone

· Related to issues of survival

· Modern “modular” (flexible) Repertoire
· CHARACTERIZED BY:
· Focussed on national targets (or state)
· Modularity (flexible, includes tactics you can bring to any situation) (Tarrow, 1993)
· Example of: strikes, large-scale demonstrations, boycotts, sit-ins etc.
Civil Rights movement: (1954-1968)  “the black movement that emerged in the south during the 1950s, when large masses of black people became directly involved in economic boycotts, street marches, mass meetings, going to jail by the thousands, and a whole range of disruptive tactics…(Morris, 1984:xi) 

Key: mass movilization

A “pivotal movement” of the 20th century.  Both in terms of change, and thinking about social movements.”

Factors leading to the emergence of the modern civil rights movement:

Urbanization

· for example, by 1960, 73% of blacks were urban dwellers and this number jumped to 80% by 1965.

· urbanization facilitated the growth of black institutions (churches etc.)

2 favorable conditions

(grievance)

Triparitite system of domination

i. economic 

ii. political

iii. social (segregation and violence)


**** EYES ON THE PRIZE (film)Factors leading to the Emergence of the Modern Civil Rights Movement

Critical Events:

i. Brown vs. Board of Education (1954)


- Legal victory demonstrating that racism could be challenged successfully.

ii. Murder of Emmet Till (1955)


-attracted media.


- demonstrated the violence committed by whites against blacks.

Modular Repertoire:

· Movement had to find ways that offset their powerlessness

· Boycotts

· Montgomery, Alabama
· Successful because it was concrete.

· Made an example out of Rosa parks (the ignition)

· Sit-ins

· Initially a very effective tactic

· Lunch counter sit-ints

· All across Southern US.

· Came after the boycotts were waning

· Tactic spread to several cities and led to the desegregation of many establishments

· Came in waves after being arrested, 100s of people are being jailed.

Orgins of the Modern Social Movement:

Tilly (1978): The Modern Social Movement arose in the late 18th Century as result of:

Increasingly complex societies led to new forms of protests.  

Four big changes:

1. Rise of the Nation State (17th-19th C)


-war


-food


-taxes (develop a sense of citizenship leading to the value of having rights)
2. Development of industrialization/ Capitalism

-lead to urbanization

3. Demographic change

4. Contentions Cumulative history

-people began to develop a set of beliefs (models of political engagement)

Emergence of a digital repertorie?

Jennifer Earl and Katrina Kimport

Argue that:

· Mobilizations are more sporadic

· More peopleparticipate than in earlier repertoires

· Targets are diverse and issues are too

· And they also argue that movement organizations are becoming obsolete.

Theories of Social Movments:

· Theorists have differing viewpoints on the most important factors in explaining why movements emerge and why people join them.

· Theories have developed since the 1950s.

1. Classical Model (Strain Theories)

2. The Emerging Synthesis:


a. Resources and Mobilizing Structures (Resource Mobilization Perspective)


b. Political Opportunities ( Political Process Perspectvies)


c. Identity and Collective Action Frames (cultural perspectives)

Why do people mobilize, why do they come together?

Classical model

· Popular until the 1970s, a group of theories also called “strain theories”

· Participation in social movements is akin to deviance

· Social movements are responses to rapid social change (strain)- urbanization, economic depression, industrialization.

· Ie. Social Strain ( Psychological disruption ( SMVT.

a. Mass Society Theory


- Strain but not rapid social change


- Social movements develop because we live in a mass society


- People get involved in groups because they lack a sense of community.

b. Relative Deprivation Theory


- The idea that people are most likely to rebel when their reality does not match their expectations.


- Criticized because not all people who are upset about what they don’t have start to rebel.

The Emerging Synthesis:


In response to ides of Classical Model and the movements of the sixties, additional theories developed.

A. Resource Mobilization Theory:


-Activism is “rational”


-Began to look at the conditions that encourage movement emergence – it is not enough                      to simply have a grievance

- Thinking about movements and not individuals movements have a basic set of problems:



-Organization, Location, Money resource members, time, (maybe a leader)



- These are all resources… without some of these movements don’t exist.

Movements require:

A. different kinds of resources


i. Tangible- Money


ii. Intangible- leadership, commitment, skills.

B. Mobilizing structures

- Organizations as well as formal and informal networks, groups that enable a movement     to call on people to protest, write emails, boycott ect.

(formal organizations are still needed to help fight in sustained movements.)

C. Political Process Model:


-Political process perspective

- Although resources are important it has to be the “right time to act”; you must understand the political conditions. 

-Movements emerge as result of favourable political conditions

-When you look at when movements were successful its usually because they are responding to some kind of political shift in political alignments (a politician who is an ally can encourage people to come out and mobilize.)

-Divisions among elites.

-Repression or facilitation by the state.
D. Cultural Theories:


- shift away from the economic and political emphases in RM/PP


- Focus on the “meaning” of protest, for individuals and the broader culture.

Collective Action Frames:


Collective action frames (often called frames): Interpretations of issue sand events that inspire and legitimate collective action.


Any issue can be packaged in numerous amounts of ways.


The goal of movement organizers is to package the issue in a way that would encourage

people to join.

Framing Suffrage (the Right to Vote)

1. Justice Frames

“Suffrage is a birth right of every American Citizen” (1913)

“women should have a right to vote because they are subject to the laws of the land and should have a voice in their making” (1892)

“the disenfranchisement of any human being because of sex is an absolute injustice”

2. Social Reform Frames:

“women’s suffrage is a tool for bring about social betterment”

3. Home protection Frames:

“it is no more right that a mother should have a voice in stating what should be done to protect her home, her family’s food, and her family’s surroundings”

Collective Identity:

“collective identity” – the idea that if you feel like you belong to a group then that is your broader community

Example: importance of identity in the Gay and Lesbian Rights Movement (See Barry Adam, 1995)

Popular Slogans of the 1970s:  Gay Pride and Gay is Good that aimed to attach positive values to one’s identity.
