Introduction to the study of social movements
Questions to consider in the study of social movements:

· What exactly are social movements?

· Why do movements emerge sometimes and not other times?

· What are the best conditions for movements to emerge and succeed?

· Why do people join?  (it effects them directly or indirectly)
· How important is the communications revolution social movements?  Are Twitter and Facebook really ‘democratizing’ the world?

· Can movements be effective?  What kind of social and political change do they actually produce?

· Have social movements as we know them always existed?

· How do they get their message to us? 

· What kinds of tactics are most effective?  Is peaceful protest effective or do activists have to use violence to be effective?

· What are some of the challenges that activists face in trying to be successful?

· How does the relationships between the activists and police forces reflect the cause

A case Study:  The South African Anti-Apartheid Movement

Case study:

· Film: Have you Heard From Johannesburg (2009)

· Documentary chronicling the history of the global anti-apartheid movement

· Largest social rights movement in history

· 35 year social movement where the people of South Africa fought for their freedom.
· How do groups challenge oppression?

What questions does this movement raise for us?  What questions does it answer?  What was important about the way it unfolded?  How were they successful?

READ SEIDMAN, GAY, (2000).  BLURRED LINES: NONVIOLENCE IN SOUTH AFRICA.

1948 was important because The UN document of human rights was created and it was a formal legislation that made discrimination illegal.

· Aparheid=

· Elements of the SA Apartheid

· 1. classification of racial groups

· Homeland System (black people are no longer citizens of SA, but citizens of self governed bounty lands)

· Forced residential segregation

· Limitation of personal freedoms (had to carry a  passbook with them everywhere they go, they used it as a way to rebel, they all stopped carrying it.)

· Laws against running businesses, sex, segregated medical services, schools, ect.

· “grievance”- the issue or issues around which a social movement develops.

The Anti-Apartheid movement:

· mass movement

· Nelson Mandela. The ANC and “the Defiance Campaign” 1952

· Encouraged all non white citizens to break the law they believed unjust (civil disobedience)

· Burning passbooks

· Marching in non-violent demonstrations

· Tactical innovations inspired by Ghandi

· Peaceful Protest

· Create Unity*
· Gained international attention/sympathy

· Frustrations/Divisions emerge

· The government response to the protest was always repression.

· What is the impact of repression?

· In the 1960s the ANC and PAC were banned, activists and leaders jailed and the system of discrimination was enforced

· 2 “critical events” emphasize the turning point in a movement

The Sharpeville Massacre

· March 21st, 1960

· A PAC campaign (more aggressive)

· A large protest (7000 people protested peacefully)

· Planes flew over them, but the PAC told them to ignore it

· Armoured vehicles fired on the crowd

· 69 people were killed/100s injured

· What impact would this have on the movement? (TURNING POINT)

· Radicalize or turn them away from the movement?

· There was enough hope that the international influence would support them that they radicalized 

The Soweto Uprising

· Mass protest against “Afrikaans” in schools

· In 1976 they started to assimilate young South Africans by making them use and learn the language of Afrikaans in school.

· Students began to protest this

· Police began to shoot protesters

· Police Violence leads to more protests

· In the next 10months around 575 people killed, including many school students.

· Led to the development of the student movment
· Disinvestment campaign

· Began on American university campuses

· Students began to convince universities to withdraw their investments in south African products

· Eventually led to billions of dollars withdrawn from SA economy

· Reforms began

· 1994 ANC wins national elections

What Factors appeared to be important in the decline of Apartheid?

· Persistence

· International attention

· Choice of tactics (moral high ground (based on non-violence)

· Leadership

· Mass movement/solidarity – everyone was affected

· Economic Pressure

NOTE TAKING:

· Ask yourself
· Summarize

Repression: any actions taken be government authorities to impede mobilization, harass and intimidate activists, divide organizations, and physically assault, arres, imprison and/or kill movement participants”

(Stockdill, 1996: 194).

