Social Movements and the Study of Repression
How do elites in democratic states defend themselves from challenges by activists?

What techniques do they use?  What impact do these techniques have?

How do these act to increase the costs of participation?  When does this lead to the “demobilization” of movements?

What techniques do police use to control protest?  How have these changed with time?

· Social Control – “the process by which individuals, groups, and organizations attempt to make performance, the behaviour and operations of other groups, organizations, and individuals, conform to standards of behaviour or normative preferences.”  Mayer Zald (1978, p. 83)

· Charles Tilly:  Repression is naything that increases the costs of participation

· A specific definition: “harassment, surveillance/spying, bans, arrest, torture, and mass killing by the government agents and/or affiliates within their territorial jurisdiction.. [that] vote.

· Repression:  State Actions

· Boykoff, J. (2007): Limiting Dissent: The Mechanisms of State Repression in the USA, Social Movement Studies, 6:3, 281-310

Develops a typology of 10 Action Modes and 4 mechanisms that allow elites to stifle resistance

· How elite actions raises the costs of activism

Boykoff: Action Modes:

1. Direct violence: the first means the state has turned to historically to crush dissent, he says, has been direct violence.

2. Public prosecutions and hearings


- Dissidents are often put in jail or so traumatized as to drop their dissident stances or ----temporarily put them on hold, and current supporters and potential supporters in bystander publics are discouraged from putting forth dissident.

3. Employment deprivation – activists are deprived of employment because of their political beliefs


- in the 1950s scientists the RCMP developed the “Fruit Machine” to detect homosexuals- those determined to be homosexuals lost their jobs in public sectos.

4. Surveillance: direct routes like spying and monitoring groups and indirect routes such as the accumulation and storage of ‘coded information’ about individuals.


-MLK was under surveillance from 1957 until his death.

5. Infiltration, ‘badjacketing’, and the use of agent provocateurs


e.g. Montebello Quebec: people organized to present their claims at a large event.  Police went undercover, with rocks in their hands to try to provoke violence.  This is used to control a situation.

6.Harassment and harassment arrests—selective arrests:

7. black propaganda

8. Extraordinary rules and laws


“G20 law: laws created to give police more authority for arrests
 9/10.  Mass media manipulation and Mass media deprecation

-bi-level deionization

-media framing

Protest Policing – Three Strategies:

Public order policing – the use of the police authority and capacity to establish a legitimate equilibrium between governmental and societal, collective and individual, rights and interests in a protests setting.

1.  Escalated Force – a force based and confrontational model of protest policing, popular through 1960s and early 1970s.


problem: served to inflame crowds, increasing the disruption of public order and raising questions about the legitimacy of police actions.

2. Negotiated Management – A “permit- and negotiation” model, popular beginning in the mid- 1970s: police using a softer, more tolerant style of policing protest.

- allows temporary and partial control of public spaces to demostrators.
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