Global Justice Movement:


Questions related to the study of Globalization and Social Movements:

· Why has this global movement arisen at this point in history?

· What is the relationship between globalization and social movements?

Globalization & Social Movements

· Compare to importance of rise of nation states

· A modern social movement may have developed because of the revolutionized nation state.

· Shifting targets / opportunities to Transitional level

· National level, provincial level and even municple opportunities and constraints remain important.

· But with globalization, creation of new spaces for contention (global institutions… IMF,WTO,G8 etc.)

· Retain refers to this as the “neoliberal triumvirate”

What is globalization?

“globalization may be thought of initially as the widening, deepening and speeding up of worldwide interconnectedness in all aspects of contemporary social life, from the cultural to the criminal, the financial to the spiritual” (Held et al. 1999: 2).

Increasing integration of the world (economical, social, technological etc.
Single-issue movements:

A.  Anti-Sweatshop Movement

Led to emergence of ‘Sweat-free Campus;’ campaigns

· Began at Duke university

· United Students Against Sweatshops

· USAS spread to 100 campuses challenging the administration to eliminate clothing produced in sweatshops

Resulted in:


· Collegiate licensing Company Code of Conduct

· Worker Rights Consortium

B. Fairtrade movement

· Focus on small producers and their access to large markets

· Fairtrade organizations such as Max Havelaar and Transfair

· Products such as chocolate, coffee, tea and bananas

· Fairtrade organizations certify products which meet certain standards (wages, working conditions, environmental sustainability) in exchange fir access to large markets

· Use “boycotts” to improve profits of small companies

· Consumer plays an activist role in the regulation of trade.

II. Global Justice Movement:
· The largest and most diverse social change movement in existence today, bringing tens of thousands of activists into the streets worldwide

· Also called the anti-globalization movement and the alter-globalization movement

· In 2003, the NYT dubbed the movement “the world’s second largest superpower”

· Movement is a response to “neoliberal globalization”

Resistance to Neoliberalism:

· 70s and 80s- mounting debt within developing nations

· international Monetary Fund (IMF) agreed to provide help with the agreement of “structural adjustment policies” (SAPs)

· SAPS identified state involvement in the economy as root cause of the economic problems in dev. Nations

· Countries were made to cut social spending, loosen controls on foreign capital, privatize state-owned firms etc.

· Often international investment led to the expansion of sweatshops and undermined labor and human rights.

The Turning Point: NAFTA and the Zapatistas

· IMF/SAP protests were local
· The opposition to neoliberalism expanded in the 1990s to a transnational movement
· Began with Chiapas rebellion, which erupted in Mexico in 1994, designed to increase trade by restricting taxes, etc.
· Response to NAFTA
· Zapatistas organized the first intercontinental gathering for humanity and against Neoliberalism in 1996.
· Developed strategy for the Battle in Seattle of 1999
World Social Forums:

Formed in response to World Economic Forum 1999 in Davos


Recognized need for forum to discuss shared experiences of neoliberalism

First WSM- Porto Allegre, Brazil 2001

· Battle in Seattle (1999)

50 to 70 thousand demonstrators took to the streets protesting neoliberal globalization at meeting of the World Trade Organization and derailed the meeting

· Important because of: size, location, coalitions, tactics, violence

· Most protesters belonged to affinity groups

· Groups trained by the Direct Action Network (DAN)

· DAN divided the area into “wedges” to be filled by 10 to 20 affinity groups

· They agreed to:

· Refrain from violence

· Not to carry weapons

· Not to bring or use illegal drugs or alcohol

· Not to destroy property

Tactical Innovation and the GJM

Not a wholesale shift in repertoire but development of innovative tactics

Shift away from mass arrests to creative tactics

Reclaim the Streets (RTS)

Grew out of the British rave scene


Aims to reclaim public space by filling it with music and dance to create autonomous zones

