[bookmark: _GoBack]Faten Zaguia
5010873







FALL 2012
SRS 3141
Gender and Piety: Women and North American Christianity










Professor Emma Anderson
University of Ottawa
Subject:
In 1634, Anne Hutchinson and her husband William Hutchinson moved to the Massachusetts Bay Colony where she began organizing daily meetings inciting the women of Boston to rebuttal sermons and express their own theological opinions. Hutchinson preached that the simple observation of official beliefs and of the precepts of the cult ministers would not permit you to attain the salvation of God. She encouraged her supporters to follow their own personal intuition. However, in her quest to establishing a novel way of perceiving and analysing theology Anne Hutchinson and her opposing religious beliefs were soon accused of Antinomianism. It is evident that the puritans of New England were threatened by this woman’s defiance of not only the ecclesiastical hierarchy in Massachusetts New England, but also by her defiance of the tradition role attributed to women in puritan society.
Thesis:
	While many Puritan leaders accused Anne Hutchinson of antinomianism (a doctrine where the grace of God has freed Christians from the need to observe established moral principles) Anne’s critique of the narrow legalistic definition that the Puritans of Massachusetts gave to the concept of morality paved a new road for women that stepped beyond the traditionalistic approach then imposed by the Puritan society all while posing a threat to the Puritans of Massachusetts. 
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