Objectivity
Common sense:
· Largely consists of prejudicial ideas about the world
· Rene Descartes (the courses of our biased ideas):
· The biases of childhood
· The biases of the authorities(someone who you think knows better than us)
· Our appetites (selfish interests) 
· Common errors in reasoning
· Selective observations (one fact or a set of facts to support their idea, ignore all others)
· Over generalizations 
· (objectivity requires that such ideas be put aside
Science: characteristics 
· The relative (not absolute) nature of ideas
· The ‘’null’’ hypothesis – try to disprove these ideas 
Doing sociology 
· Def. of the concept of ethnocentrism:
· The belief that how one’s own people act is best 
· Evaluating other cultures according to how things are done in one’s own culture 
· To do sociology you must free yourself from ethnocentric thinking 
· You must look at your own culture with new eyes; everything should strike you as strange, nothing is natural

Article Body Ritual among the Nacirema 
·  
Charles Darwin – Evolution of special 1859 
· Key prepositions
· Variations
· Harsh environment
· Survival of the ‘’fittest’’
· Evolution of the species  
Human evolution 
9-11M Ramapithecus
3-4M Australopithecus    A. Robustus     Homohabilis
Homo Habilis
1 – ½ M Homo Erectus
½ M Homo Sapien (eg Neanderthal, Cro-Magnon
100,000(120,000 – 220,000yrs) Homo Sapien Sapien 

Selective human characteristics (constant/universal)
· S shaped spine
· Defined heel 
· Pivoting hip
· Narrow pelvis
· Large brain (capable of language and abstract thought)
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Cultural variations
Ruth Benedict: Patterns of culture 1934 
· The Pueblo of the American Southwest
· Economic activities:
· Sheep herding, dry land faring, hunting
· The agriculture was communally organized with the produce stored in a communal storehouse 
· Family structure
· Matriarchal
· Descent was traced through female lines
· Women controlled both family property and collective property 
·  Interpersonal relations
· Non-violent, co-operative, non-emotional, collectively oriented
· Authority structure
· Individuals demonstrated as little authority and leadership as possible 
· The Dobu ( a mountainous island near New Guinea) 
· Economic activities
· Gardening and hunting
· Property is individualistically owned 
· Family structure 
· Matrilineal descent was traced through female lines
· Husbands and wives maintained individual gardens
· No equivalent to the Western Concept of romantic love 
· Interpersonal relations:
· Competitive and hostile: ‘’All existence is cut-throat competition…’’ 
· Authority structure 
· No formal authority structure
· The limitation is fear of retribution 
M. Mead (Sex and temperament 1935) 
· Compared three cultures located in New Guinea:
· The Arapesh (a mountain environment)
· The main activity was agriculture 
· Little social differences between men and women
· Both were gentle, nurturing and co-operative
· Neither were sexually aggressive 
· The Mundugumor ( a jungle environment)
· Hunters
· again, she found little difference 
· both were highly individualistic
· treacherous and violent
· both were sexually aggressive
· the Tchambuli ( a lake area)
· the main activities were fishing and gardening
· the men and women were socially unlike:
· the women fished while the men stayed close to home
· women were the dominating and impersonal partner; men were the emotionally dependent partner
· women initiated courtship
· the major non-economic activities of the men were related to ceremonies and arts 
·  
·  
 
· Crocodiles 
















