History of Judaism 
Judaism is founded on two:
a) Israelite religion: under Moses
b) Judaism: established after the Babylonian exile through Ezra which culminated into Rabbinic Judaism. 
Beginnings 
· YHWH Spec ial Name of the God of Israel (Yahweh) 
· Covenant with Abraham God gave him children in his old age. Isaac with Sarah and Ishmael with Hagar. Ritual of Circumcision started with Abraham and it is a reminder of the covenant. 
· Isaac’s son Jacob wrestled with God so he could receive God’s blessings. He won the match and was given a new name: Israel. 
· Jacob/Israel and family made their way to Egypt (famine). His descendants are known as the “Hebrews”. They prospered until they were enslaved by the Hyksos around 1750-1350 BCE 
Exodus 
· All Hebrew boys were being killed as a form of population control 
· Moses’ mother cast him into the Nile where he was found by a princess
· He became a fugitive after killing an Egyptian guard who was beating a Hebrew slave. 
· While tending to sheep, God manifested Himself as a burning bush and told Moses to go to Pharaoh and demand he let the Hebrews go free. 
· Moses asked who this God was, God revealed His Special Name: Yahweh “I am who I am”
· “Night of Watching” – each Israelite had to slaughter a lamb and put the blood on the door to keep death away as it took each first born of Egyptians. 
Torah and Covenant at Mount Sinai
· Moses and Hebrews came to Mt. Sinai  and the greatest miracle took place. God spoke to Moses and the Torah was revealed.
· A covenant was established: God would be “their” God and would bring them to the Holy Land/protect them and they would be the holy people serving Him and obeying Him. 
· Moses told them this covenant and wrote it down. 
Promised Land
· “Tug of War” between Yahweh and Israelites. They were punished for disobeying  Yahweh by wandering and dying in the wilderness, stranded there for 40 years. Moses did not get to the Promise Land. 
· Descendants of these Israelites established themselves in Canaan under Joshua. 
· 1200BCE the Israelites established themselves in Palestine. 
Canaanite Culture 
· Canaanites were an agricultural community and they had gods centering around this culture. 
· Ba’al- fertility god, Asherah – goddess. 
· Israelites were formerly pastoral and they became farmers as they were influenced by Canaanite culture and rituals. They introduced fertility rituals into their worship of Yahweh.
· Prophets were sent to discourage these rituals, such as Elijah who challenged the prophets of Ba’al. 
Kingdom of Israel 
· First King was Saul – brought the 12 tribes together 
· David- consolidated all tribes into kingdom. 100-960BCE. He was considered the adopted son of Yahweh and Yahweh made a covenant with him to rule. 
· Royal City became Jerusalem and Temple of Mt. Zion 
· David was originally king of Judah alone but tribal leaders made a covenant with David before Yahweh and appointed him king. 
· To symbolize the tribal unity, David conquered Jerusalem. 
· He took up residence in Zion – renamed City of David – and the Ark of the Covenant was brought there. 
· David wanted to build a temple for Yahweh and Israelites objected because Yahweh dwelled with them in a tent after Exodus. 
· Solomon (David’s son) ended up building the temple 
· Messiah means “anointed one” – applies to kings who lead Yahweh’s people until the Kingship was swept away in the destructions of foreign invaders.  
Decline of Kingdom: Prophets
· Kingdom broke up into 2 – Judah in North. 
· Good took the Kingdom from Solomon’s sons because of their sins and transgressions 
· 721 BCE: Population in North scattered by Assyrians 
· 587 BCE: Destruction of kingdom of Judah by Babylonians. Survivors were exiled to Babylonia. 
· New religious phenomenon took place: Prophets appeared 
· Early prophets gave out word of Yawheh for a particular situation through trances. Later on, prophets began to speak God’s words. Ex: Nathan brought God’s judgment to David for taking man’s wife. Elijah against Ba’al. 
· “Classical” Prophets – their words are recorded in the scrolls of prophets. 
· Announcing destruction: Jeremiah, destruction of Jerusalem by Babylonians is God’s plan. Isaiah: Assyrians were tool of Yahweh. 


Founding of Judaism
· New period in Jewish history: 587 BCE – Babylonians destroy kingdom and scatter remaining population. 
· 538 BCE—God intervenes and King Cyrus of Persia allows Jews to return to Jerusalem. Situation: Jerusalem is not the same – jews felt a new community was needed to uphold the covenant. 
EZRA
· He was a priest and scribe among Babylonian exiles a century after first groups return to Jerusalem. 
· Situation in Jerusalem: Temple was used for secular purposes, inter-marriage, lack of knowledge of Hebrew, lack of Sabbath. 
· Ezra was commissioned by Persian King (Artayerxes) as religious authority over all jews and was given money to re-establish the pure temple of worship. 
· His take was to remind the people of the covenant and to make them renew it and live it in their daily lives. Example: all foreign wives were divorced. 
· He brought people together to study the Torah. Judaism became centered around the Torah through him. 
· Lack of a temple in babylonia meant Jews met at homes of religious leaders on Sabbath. Pre-curser to synagogue. 
· Synagogue became a place of prayer and study of the Torah, not for priestly sacrifice like the temple.
· Rabbis were a group of scribes who led in teaching the Torah.
· Ezra’s period: Judaism development from militarized kingdom to a community based on Laws of Moses. Judaism could exist without a state. 
Maccabean Revolt and Roman Dominance 
· War of Independence against Seleucids of Syria 
· Seleucid rule over Palestine. King attempted to Hellenize the Jews (he put Zeus on the alter). 
· 167BCE – Antiochus IV (aka Epiphanes) prohibited Jewish practices in the temple. 
· Mccabean family led a revolution to drive out Seleucids. 
· Independent state created that lasted for a century.
· 165BCE – the desecration of the temple was cleansed (Hanukah) 
· 63BCE- Romans took over Palestine
Hellenization 
· Despite resistance, groups of Jews were Hellenized which led to the Septuagint (Hebrew Scripture in Greek). 
· Philo of Alexandria: central figure among Hellenistic Jews. He was committed to the Jewish faith but accepted Greek philosophy. 
· During Roman period in Palestine, sects developed – Sadduccees, Zealots, Pharisees, Essenes. 
Rabbinic Judaism
· 70CE – Destruction of Temple by Romans and Jews were scattered. 
· Aftermath: Diaspora Jew. Temple, Jewish community, priesthood (sadducees) were destroyed/ended. 
· Other groups: Zealots ran away and ended up committing suicide, Essenes were destroyed, Pharisees scatted. 
· As the Pharisees scattered, they brought along scrolls/torah and contined to study and teach. They continued the religion in Palestine. 
Talmud 
· Oral Torah that interprets the written Torah in practical, everyday settings. 
· Mt. Sinai – two part revelation from God. 
· The part Moses wrote down and passed  on publicly as the Torah
· The oral part, preserved by prophets and heroes and handed down to Rabbis who wrote it down, the Talmud. 
· Rabbi Akiba ben Joseph – tortured and martyred by Romans for teaching Torah, gathered most of Rabbinic material and his disciple, Rbbi Meir, elaborated it. 
· Material was then classified and written down under Patriach Judah I. 
· Stages: Mishnah, Gemama (completed around 5th C), then whole set became known as Talmud. 
Karaites 
· Scriptualists who challenged the conception of the Talmud. 
· Rebelling against the authority of Geonim (Rabbinic councils) and were influenced by Islamic communities who emphasized reason. They wrote in Arabic. 
· They appealed to individual reasoning and interpretation over Rabbinic authority. 
· Rejected Hannukah because it was developed by Rabbis, no mention of it in scripture. 
· Their influence spread in Jewish communities in Jerusalem. 
· Saadia ben Joseph: provided Arabic translation of Hebrew Bible. He was trained in philosophy and assured the Jews there was no conflict between revelation and reasoning of the Rabbis. 
· Saadia’s counter-attack against the Karaites was successful and their popularity waned. 
Jewish Philosophy 
· Golden Age for Jewry in Cordova (Spain): 91th-11th Centuries 
· They were influenced by Arab philosophical schools. It was the first time Jews took up philosophical questions since Philo of Alexandria. 
· Judah Halevi: Provided defense of Jewish traditional piety. He said religious truth is found in the words of those who stood on Mt Sinai, not by those who are in speculative philosophy (Aristotle). 
· Maimonides: born in Spail during time when Muslims were challenged by Christian Crusades. 
· He moved to Morrocco then Palestine then Egypt 
· Became a physician and Talmudic scholar
· Wanted to reconcile revealed scriptures and Aristotilean philosophy 
· “Guide for the Perplexed”: Written in Arabic, gave rational definition of essential faith of Judaism. (traditional rabbinic teachings emphasized conduct) 
· Contained his famous 13 principles 
Mysticism and the Kabbalah
· Spread in the medieval period
· 12th-17th centuries: held important place in Judaism. Developed with Talmud as oral traditions. 
· Kabbalah: considered esoteric (inner) form of biblical interpretations that looked for inner, secretitive meaning of the text. Every ltter, word, number had spiritual significance. 
· Zohar: mystical commentary on the Torah.
Christian Medieval Europe 
· Division of Jews based on geography: 
· Ashkenazim: Jews based in Eastern Europe. Charlamange (Kind of Roman Empire around 800CE) encouraged Jewish immigration which led to their settlement in Germany. 
· Sephardim: Jews of Spain and Mediterranean descent 
Crusades and Persecution 
· Nov 2th, 1095: Pope Urban II sermon to Christians: reclaim land from Muslims. Jews were accused of blood-libel, desecration, murdering Christians, blamed for plagues etc. 
· Pope Innocent III   in 1215: Jews forced to wear distinctive badges. 
· 14th-16th Centuries: Jews expelled from nearly every European country. 
Marranos
· 1391: massacres brook out. Spanish jews accepted Christianity. They were called Marranos (pigs) or New Christians. 
· Inquisition by Isabella: hunt and kill heretic Christians 
· 1492: Decree expelling Jews from Spain. 
· Marranos and other Spanish jews migrated to Italy, France, Brazil and Syria 
Renaissance and Ghetto
· Counter Reformation of Roman Catholic Church revived old anti-Jewish laws and sentiments. 
· 1555: Pope Paul IV forced Jews to ilve in Jewish quarters.

Hasidim 
· Mystical Revivalist movement 
· Founded by Israel ben Elizer aka BESHT or Ba’al Shem Tov 
· Taught that each individual could communicate with God 
French Revolution: 1789 – brought down walls of ghettos 
Jewish Enlightenment
· Moses Mendelssohn: Wanted to bring together traditional Jewish life and rituals and enlightened scientific thought. 
· Translated the Torah into German and commentary in Hebrew. 
Reform Judaism
· Abraham Geiger – using music, de-segregation, no-kosher is Ok. 
· Reform jews emphasized ethical aspects of religion, not rituals. 
Conservative Judaism
· Zecharis Frankel in Germany and Soloman Schechter in US. 
· Jewish life revolves around rituals. 
Reconstructionist Judaism
· Mordecai Kaplan
· Judaism should be reconstructed to provide highest degree of Jewish self-realization. 
Orthodox
· Samson Hirsch in Germany
· Jews must adhere to Jewish law even in secular society. All rituals must be observed. 
Zionism
· Jewish National liberation. Jews, because of pogroms in Russia, wanted to look for respite in a Jewish homeland.
· Dreyfus Trial of 1894: Jew In French army falsely convicted of treason. 
· Theodore Herzl: wrote “The Jewish State” and organized “World Zionist Congress (1897)” A jewish sovereignty could help Jews finally end their homelessness and shape their own identity. 
· Herzl was indifferent to the location, but Jews from Eastern Europe advocated for Palestine as the only homeland. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Some jews began to migrate to Palestine. 


