Ideology and Ideologies
Thinking determines action – John Stuart Mill
· 9/11: why? Part of the explanation is radical Islam

· Anti-Globalization Protests: why? Part of the explanation is a rejection of corporate capitalism

 

Ideologies

· Systems of ideas with histories (change over time).
· Aim to shape social change; they attempt to shape how people think and therefor how they act.

· Dynamic: ideologies adapt to historical circumstances.
Definition from Ball and Dagger: an ideology is a fairly coherent and comprehensive set of ideas that explains and evaluates social conditions, helps people understand their place in society, and provides a program for social and political action.

 

French Revolution 1789 - word ideology stems from this [Napoleon Bonaparte]
 

Ideology: origin and key parts

· Destutt de Tracy (1790s):

· Science of ideas - initial idea of ideologies

· Now (2008)

· Social and political worldviews

Four functions: explanation, evaluation, orientation, prescription

 

1. Explanation: why the social, political, and economic world is the way it is, particularly in times of crisis. At these times, times of war, poverty, and ethnic tension, people will search for explanations of why these things are happening. Different ideologies support different answers.
* ideologues – people who try to persuade others to accept their ideology.
 

2. Evaluation: to supply standards for evaluating social conditions. Why social and political phenomena are good or bad. 
· Widespread disagreement about how to evaluate: need to give reason

· Accessible and providing the basis for motivating people to act

 

3. Orientation: provides a way for people to fit into the social world. Provides individuals with an identity

· Provides a political compass

 

4. Political Program: Says what should be done and how it should be done. Explanation is a diagnosis; program is a prescription for a sick patient (or a sick society).
· Conception of a good society as goal

· What’s to be done, what we need to do.

 
* mentioned from Ball and Dagger: every ideology provides a vision of the social and political world as it is, and as it should be, in hopes of inspiring people to act either to change or to preserve their way of life. If the ideology does not perform all four functions, then it cannot be considered an ideology.

What are NOT ideologies

· Anything ending in "ism"

· Terrorism: a strategy not an ideology

· Sado-masochism: a hobby

· Democracy: an ideal

· Religion: emphasizes god and afterlife

· Scientific Theories vs. Ideologies – scientific theories are empirical in nature, which means that they are concerned with describing and explaining some features of the world, not with prescribing what people ought to do.

 

Political ideologies must draw on some deeper conception of human potential and capabilities. This means that implicit in every ideology are two further features: a set of basic beliefs about human nature and a conception of freedom.

1. Human Nature: What are human beings like. Ideologies assume that humans are competitive, cooperative, adaptable. Ideologies also take for granted that human beings have a natural or innate racial consciousness that compels them to associate with their own kind and to avoid associating or even sympathizing with members of their races.
· Limits political possibilities: these competing conceptions of human nature are important to the understanding of political ideologies because they play a large part in determining how each ideology performs the four functions. 
 

2. Freedom: (which is defined differently between each ideology). There are three parts: an agent (A), an obstacle (B), and a goal (C). 
· To obtain freedom, A (an agent which can be an individual, class, sex, group, a nation) must be free from B (any obstacles) to  achieve, be, or become C (the goal).
· to say that something is free, in other words, is to say that he or she is free from something and therefore free to do something.

 

Ideology and revolution: Original meaning of "revolution": return to an earlier condition, revolving back to a starting point.
· French revolution (1789): new meaning, radical change, overthrowing the old order. The French had the intention of not returning to old ways but of introducing a radically new social and political order.
 

Left and right

· Meaning derives from the French revolution from their seating in the national assembly

· For or against change. Left sided, or left winged were for those who favored more or less radical change and those who resisted change gathered on the right side.
 

Nationalism: grows out of the sense that the people of the work fall more or less naturally into distinct groups, or nations. A person’s nationality, in this view, is not something he or she chooses but something acquired at birth.

· a nation then is a group of people who in some sense share a common birth. This is a sense of the idea of the nation-state, a sovereign, self-governing political unit that binds together and expresses the feelings and need of s single nation.

· Historical, territorial communities of belief

· Active, distinctive

· Ethnic origins, but created by states

 

Liberalism Part 1

According to Ball and Dagger, Freedom is

· Defined differently by different ideologies

· A four-part concept (three-part concept)

· Attacked by some ideologies

· Just another for nothing left to lose

 

Origins

What is Liberalism – all liberals aim to promote individual liberty but this very broad goal leaves rooms for liberals to disagree among themselves as to what exactly liberty is and how best to promote it. 
 

Brian Barry on Liberal States

· Religious toleration

· Freedom of the press

· Abolition of servile social status

· Correlate with liberal ideas

 

Brian Barry on Liberal Ideas

· No religious dogma can reasonably be held with certainty

· Every doctrine should be open to critical scrutiny

· Fundamental equality of all human beings: inequality is an artifact

 

Human Nature and Freedom: liberals acknowledge that people do have passions and desires, but they maintain that people also have the ability, through reasons, to control and direct their desires. 
· liberals insist that most men and women are rational beings who know what is in their own interests and, given the opportunity, are capable of acting to promote those interests.

· men and women will find themselves competing with one another in their attempts to promote their personal interests. This is healthy as long as the competition remains fair. 

· Equal opportunity to liberty. No person’s liberty is more important or valuable than any others. This does not mean everyone must be equally happy or successful, just that everyone should have an equal opportunity to succeed, to be happy.
· Individuals should be free from legal barriers, customs, conditions to live as they choose.
* liberalism thus stresses competition, for it wants individuals to be free to compete on an equal footing for whatever they count as success. Anything that prevents a person from having an equal opportunity whether it is privileges for the aristocracy, or discrimination, can be an obstacle to a person’s freedom ought to be removed.
 

Medieval Europe (why is it relevant to liberalism?)
· Religious conformity – liberals called for freedom of religion and separation of the church and state. 
· Challenging Ascribed Status – in a society based on ascribed status, a person’s social standing is fixed, or ascribed, at brith, and there is little that he or she can do to change it. This stands in contrast to a society based on achieved status, in which everyone is supposed to have an equal opportunity to work his or her way to the top of society.
· Feudalism

· Serfs (commoners that were not free. they owned no land) and bourgeoisie

  

Protestant Reformation

Martin Luther

· Against church corruption

· Against priestly authority (the Church invested too much authority and trust in the priests and not in the bible).
· Instead of focusing on tradition and ritual, spend time reading the scriptures and the word of God. 
· Promote beliefs of reforms

· He wasn't trying to promote freedom of rights and equal opportunity

 

Resistance and freedom of conscience

· Luther and Calvin: non-resistance

· Calvin – turned Geneva into a theocracy. the law of the city was to be a direct reflection of God’s will, to the extent that a pastor could enter a house at any hour to make sure that no one was violating God’s commandments. 

· Later Calvinists: Right to Overthrow. Followers concluded not only resistance is sometimes justified but also that the people have a right to overthrow any ruler who denies them the free exercise of their religion. 
· Leads to religious toleration

 

Revolution

Liberalism in England
· 1640s: English civil war. primarily a religious conflict between parliament and crown.
· 1651: Hobbes's Leviathan.
· Hobbes believed the people of the country should obey whoever was in power as long as such power provides protection for the individual. Hobbes stated that this is out of personal interest and not because of God’s will.

· to provide protection and security is the only reason for a government. 

· Hobbes asked people to think about a state of nature where everyone was equal and had a natural right to do as they please. He believes human’s desires will turn them against each other (worst case scenario for Hobbes).

· Hobbes: from liberal premises (the fact that everyone should be free and are equal) to non-liberal conclusions (Liberalism doesn’t necessarily agree with an absolute ruler).
· 1688: glorious revolution – forced James II to flee to France. His daughter Mary and her husband William took throne, and created the constitutional monarchy which states that the King and Queen are subject to the law as well.
· The Toleration Act gave permission of freedom for worship of dissenters, that is, those Protestants who refused to join the church of England.
John Locke

· Locke on toleration – he argued that it is wrong for governments to force their subjects to conform to a particular religion. Locke said that religion is a private matter and not proper for a government to interfere (unless the practice of those beliefs directly threatens the public order).
· Refused toleration to Catholics (because they’re main sovereign is the Pope) and atheists (because whoever does not believe in God, salvation, or damnation can’t be trusted).

Locke on Authority - 
 

Liberalism in America:
· 1763: no taxation without representation. The British government began to levy taxes on the colonists in order to pay for the war and the defense of colonies. Colonists objected sayin it violated their rights and that Parliament had no right. British government told the colonies that they are in the same boat as a lot of England, not being able to vote, and the colonies replied by saying “if representation is not “actual”, it is not representation at all”.
· [Armed rebellion] the arguments of representation began a revolt. In the beginning colonists maintained that they were loyal subjects of the Crown who fought only to restore their rights that the government should protect yet violated. They demanded independence from Great Britain.
 

1776: Tom Paine's Common Sense
· States the government (even the best government) is a necessary evil because it coerces us and controls our lives but necessary because most of us cannot be trusted to respect the rights of others.
· Society is a blessing

· We have natural rights so he is a liberal

· Legitimate government protects our natural rights. If the government fails then it becomes an intolerable government and the people then have a right to over throw it.
 

1776: Jefferson's Declaration of Independence
· All men are created equal. This part of the declaration is very hypocritical because Jefferson, the man who wrote it, wrote this for a slaveholding country and owned slaves as well. This part of the declaration was written very cleverly because at that time, many citizens like blacks and women weren’t consider “men” or “people”.
· Liberalism and republicanism – republicans worried about the corruption of the people as much as the corruption of the government. Liberals were mostly concerned about the corruption of the government. Republicans saw freedom as governing oneself through political participation where liberals saw freedom as being free from the interference of the government.
 

Liberalism in France: 

· The old order's three features:

i.    Religious conformity – Louis XIV revoked the edict and required all his subjects to conform to Catholic doctrine. This was a major obstacle for those who wanted a more open society.
ii.    Aristocratic privilege – they didn’t have to pay taxes which made it hard for the French government who need the funds and this was greatly resented by the middle class.
iii.    Political absolutism – this placed the king above the law and concentrated political power in the throne.
 

1789: declaration of the rights of man and of the citizen
· the lower class created the National Assembly and started to draft a constitution for France. The original aim was to establish a limited government that would protect the natural rights of French citizens,

· Liberalism: 
· replace religious conformity with tolerance,
· aristocratic privilege with equal opportunity
· and an absolute monarchy with constitutional government

Republicanism: fraternity, civic virtue

· called for common citizenship and make people more responsible to participate in public life.

 

Capitalism

Liberalism and Capitalism:
· Seeking economic liberty

· Against mercantilism which believed one country could improve its economic strength only at the expense of others. Mercantilism attempted to promote the national interest directly through the use of restraints and monopolies (which is when a single firm is granted control over a market on the grounds that this was the most efficient way to handle the risks between the colonies and Europe homeland).
· Inter-country competition is not a zero-sum game

 

1714: Mandeville's Fable of the Bees
· Individuals should be free to pursue their economic interests

· Mandeville: private vices generate public benefits

Physiocrats - economic liberals who argued for removal of regulations, freeing people to compete in the market

 

Liberalism Part 2

According to Tom Paine, Government is

A. A necessary evil

B. Coercive

C. A potential violator of natural rights

D. A and B

E. A, B, and C

Adam Smith

Smith on Capitalism

1776: Smith's Wealth of Nations
· Competition is Fair and  Efficient.
· Limiting Trade is unfair and makes people worse off and is less efficient. restraints on economic competition serve only the interests of those few people who are able to take advantage of them.
· Invisible Hand: from self-interest to the public good. Private interests will indirectly promote the public good by making available more and better and cheaper goods.
Smith on Free Trade
· if people in a foreign land can sell us something we want for less than it costs to produces it ourselves, then let them do it.

· Free trade benefits everyone and gives everyone equal opportunity

· Benefits the worst-off

· Promotes international peace

· Conducive to order and good government

· Promotes self reliance

Smith on Government's Role

· There is a role for government in Smith's Liberalism

· Defend the country against attack

· Protect property rights and maintain order

· Provide public education and the infrastructure needed to do business

Smith on distributive justice (according to Jones's Lecture)

· Opposes trade barriers, but supports taxation to benefit the poor

· Rejects prevailing view of the poor

· Absence of opportunity

· Equally dignified

· Morally equivalent as everyone else

· Not the common view but was the view of Adam Smith

· The poor are dignified, industrious, equally capable, entitled to their fair share of goods

 

Neo-Classical vs. Welfare Liberalism

19th Century Utilitarianism
Bentham (godfather of utilitarianism)

· Laissez-faire – individuals are the best judges of their own interests, so government should let people act as they see fit.
· Expanding voting rights so that everyone can have a say and so that the government is not represented by a small part of society.
· everyone has self-interests to avoid pain and to experience pleasure.

· by punishing those who cause pain and rewarding those who give pleasure, governments can and should act to promote the greatest happiness of the greatest number.

JS Mill

· Threat of public opinion and the Tyranny of the majority – by voting, we only please the majority of the voters, not population and this allows the government to restrict rights of those who don’t share the majority view.
· From laissez-faire to socialism

 

Spencer's Worldview

· Social evolution

· Absolute property rights

· Ineffectiveness and corruption of welfare programs

 

Spencer on distributive justice

· Survival of the fittest

· Why no state aid to the poor?

· They are unfit to survive

· Weak, undeserving

· Society is too complex to be controlled in the way governments want

· Shouldn't override property rights

T.H. Green

Green's Welfare Liberalism:
· Government is not merely a necessary evil

· The state can advance individual liberty by promoting equal opportunities for all

 

· Two concepts of freedom

· Negative freedom: absence of restraint

·  Positive freedom: actual ability to do something worth doing

 Main obstacles to freedom: poverty, ignorance, prejudice, sickness

· Government can promote freedom through poor relief, public schools and hospitals, regulation of working conditions

 

Liberal Justice

· Rawls: equal basic liberties

· Fair equality of opportunity

· Wealth inequality only if it benefits the worst-off

· Nozick: state is minimal: a rights-protection agency permitting only capitalist acts between consenting adults

 

Nozick on Good Lives

· Each of us has our own conception of the good human life

· State should allow individuals to design their own lives

· Which society would be best for Gandhi, Angelina Jolie, Henry David Thoreau, Einstein, Moses, Picasso, Babe Ruth, and Professor Jones?   

 

Conservatism, 
According to Jones's Lecture, Smith argues that capitalism:

a. Will lead to the disappearance of states

b. Benefits the worst off

c. Is conducive to disorder

d. Fosters dependency

   

Rights, Liberties, Toleration

· Emphasis on Civil, Political Rights

· Protection for basic liberties of conscience, speech, association, occupation, and sexuality

· Toleration: Separation of Church and State

 

Neutrality, Pluralism, Capitalism

· State is neutral between conceptions of the good (shouldn't take a position)

· Permanent pluralism of modern society

· Pro-capitalism and anti-capitalism

 

Why individual freedom?

1. State coercion and paternalism are counter-productive

2. Showing respect for individual autonomy and the capacity to make our own choices (fundamental moral requirement of citizens requires us to treat each other w/ respect)

 

Peaceful coexistence (toleration) vs. Respect for autonomy (enlightenment)

Liberalism as an Ideology
Explanation

· Individual choices
Evaluation (more important)

· Equal freedom for individuals

· Protection from harm

· Equal opportunity

Orientation (how does it ask who I am , how do I fit in)

· Rational choice-makers

· Focus on shared characteristics play down particular identities

· Play down particular identities (focus on the universe and human rights of the whole)

Political program

· Historically (against religious conformity, the stride status, political absolutism, against entrenched privileges, against tyranny of majority)

· Now (Includes all that stuff plus the fact that everything should depend on merit, not who you know, market freedom, government should be controlled, freedom of expression, the capacity to do something worth being or doing)

 

Conservatism
Conservatism in General

· Traditionalism

· Scepticism about political knowledge (wisdom comes from established knowledge of tradition. If something has lasted then it has passed test of time and should be respected)

· Organic conception of society and the state (society is seen as a living thing [the body politic] needs to be maintained not overthrown)
· Classical conservatives: flawed human beings, hierarchy, tradition, anti-revolution (should preserve)

· Contemporary conservatives: small government, free markets, strong military

 

· Modern liberals: rational justification. need for transparency, therefore against appeals to tradition and superstition (opposed to the mystics and the origins of the monarchy)

· Conservatives: suspicious of reason, favour sentiment over scrutiny (its a good thing to be a patriot)
 

Edmund Burke's career

· An Irishman in the British parliament

· Critic of the French revolution of 1789

· Against the revolutionaries view of human nature, society, freedom, and government

 

Human Nature and Society

· Creatures of habit, custom, tradition (human beings cannot be changed)

· Humans are not perfectible or changeable by social engineering

· Against atomistic, isolated individuals (burke thinks its a living organism and is greater than the sum of its individual parts)

· Organic conception of society

 

· Against the liberal, legalistic, business-like social contract

· Society is not created by our consent

· Sacred intergenerational covenant

 

Freedom

· Freedom is not necessarily good

· Rights are concrete, not abstract and universal

· Ordered liberty to act in accordance with society' s laws and traditions

Revolution and Reform

· Revolution, radicalism, innovation are all mistaken

· Reform: careful, gradual, recognizes complexity of society

· Prefer “prejudice” to abstract reason

 

On government

· Reflective, responsible representatives

· Trustees who prefer their own judgement to the people’s opinion

· Natural aristocracy and little platoons

 

19th Century Conservatism

Joseph de Maistre

· Reactionary

· Throne and altar (monarchy and Catholic Church)

· Against enlightenment rationality

· Praises instinct

· The Hangman, the Catholic Church

 

Pope Pius IX’s Syllabus of Errors

· Human reason requires God’s help to discover truth and promote human welfare

· Rejection of central liberal claims

· Catholic religion is the only religion of the state

 

Cultural Conservatism

· Wordsworth, Coleridge, et al.

· Favour emotion over reason

· Response to industrial revolution: worried about commercial activity

· Industry is dehumanizing and alienating

· Commerce and capitalism versus culture and spirituality

· Favour simple, rural, communal life

· Natural hierarchy

 

Benjamin Disraeli

Tory Democracy

· Attract support from aristocratic landowners and working class

· Address working class needs: improve working conditions, support right to organize and strike

· Support monarchy and Church

 

19th Century Conservatism in the USA

· Conservatives defend liberal society

· Cultural conservatives reject rationalist pursuit of perfection and harmful effects of capitalism

· ‘Conservative’ = defender of laissez-faire capitalism

 

20th Century Conservatism

Conservatism and Mass Society

· Distrust of democracy

· From democracy to chaos of dictatorship

· Masses are ignorant and unrestrained

· Entrust government to elite

 

Conservatism and communism

· Progress

· Perfectibility

· Planning

 

Conservatism Today

· Traditional conservatism

· Followed ideas of burke

· Politics is not about change

· Individualism conservatism

· Individuals should be responsible for themselves

· Neo-conservatism

· The religious rights

 

Ronald Reagan

· Government is the problem

 

Margaret Thatcher

· No such thing as society

 

Vice President Dick Cheney
· Welfare liberal 

· The state should try to do less due to the expectations of citizens

Conservatism as an ideology

· Explanation

· Human imperfection

· Evaluation

· Social peace and stability

· Responsible leaders, loyal followers

· Orientation

· Individuals part of a larger whole

· Play our role in society

· Political program

· Proceed with caution

 

Core conservatism ideas (Freeden) - not in readings!

· Safe change

· Natural change is organic

· Slow and steady

· Not planned, mechanical leaps

· Conservatives distinguish between natural and unnatural change

· Social order insulated from human control

· The origins of the way things are socially, politically, economically,  is not subject to human will

· Examples: God, nature, history, biology, economics

Socialism Part 1 

Socialism in General
· Basic goods should be produced with the aim of benefiting all (cooperation among individuals should be the foundation of a society).
· Property should be owned by society

· Against capitalism and its unequal distribution of power

 
· Industrial revolution led to dangerous, difficult, undignified factory work

· Moral objections to exploitation, poverty, and greed

· 'scientific' claims about historical change and the end of capitalism

 

Core socialist ideas (Freeden)

· Group (class) as basic social unit

· Equality: remove hierarchy, redistribute based on need

· Labour (productive activity) is the main feature of nature

· Ideal of welfare or flourishing: end poverty, promote free participation

· History is going somewhere, and we can help it get there

 

Early Socialism
Thomas More

· Communal ownership as an antidote for sin of pride, envy and greed.
· Abolish money and private poverty because competitions for profits encourage sins.
· Once the fears of poverty and hunger and homelessness are banished, the foundations of greed and envy disappear.

More’s ideal situation – every household contributes some good or service to the community and is entitled to withdraw what it needs, free of charge, from common storehouses of grain and other staples.

 

Claude-Henri de Saint-Simon

· Human history is divided into successive stages. As an older form of society disappears, a new one necessarily arises to take its place. As beliefs lose credibility, so too does the social and economic system that rests upon them.
· Belief-based economic systems

· Isolated individual is a fiction. In the real world of the industrial society, individuals are reduced to their social roles and productive functions.

· Replace capitalist inefficiency and waste with expert planning

· Laissez-faire capitalism was inefficient because it led to gluts and waste as people competing for profits produced too much of one good and too little of another.

· “from science comes prevision, from prevision comes control.”

 

Robert Owen – devised schemes for a socialist society that were of small, self-sufficient, self-governing communities in which decisions were not made by experts but by all adult members of the community.

· Bad conduct stems from a corrupt social system due to bad education from all influences in life. Taught the younger generation that capitalism rewards greed and selfishness

· Production cooperatively for the public profit is the only cure, with a new education system.
· Devised the ‘Ideal Radical Factory System”

 

Karl Marx
Marx's life

· Drinking, duelling, law, philosophy

· Radical journalism: Prussia, Paris

· Temporary exile in London

· Political agitation

· Family and poverty

· Scholarly research

 

Themes: Religion, Alienation, History, Economics, Human nature

 

Religion

Hegel

· History as the development of spirit

· the human species develops its distinctive characteristics through a series of struggles and successive alienations. Although wrenching and sometimes painful, these changes are necessary if spirit is to grow and develop into new and higher forms.

· God comes to self-awareness

· master-slave dialectic

Feuerbach

· We create god in our own image

· We alienate our human capacities for knowledge, power, and goodness

 

Marx on Religion

· Created in response to poverty and suffering

· Religion is the opium of the people

· Produces euphoria

· Painkiller

· Can render you incapable of flourishing

 

Marx on Alienation
· Human essence detached from human existence
· Creative producers whose work is punishing, degrading, commodified

· Worker's lives are subject to alien forces

 

Alienation from the product

· We are forced to sell our labour and do not own either the means of production or the product itself.
· We cannot fully understand our products

Alienation in productive activity

· capitalist system of mass production kills the creative spirit and workers cannot find satisfaction in their labour.

· Performing a repetitive task on an assembly line

· Not fully understanding the things we are doing

Alienation from other human beings

· To be human is to be a free creative producer

· Under capitalism we cannot do this

Alienation from our distinctively and uniquely human potentials such as creativity, joy, and beauty which are dulled or remain undeveloped in capitalist society.
 

Objection: is this due to capitalism or industrialism

 

Marx's Theory of History
All of history up to now is the history of class struggle

· History is the growth of human productive power (the productive forces tend to develop)

· Our production methods develop within economic structures (slavery, feudalism, capitalism)

 
· Economic structures have characteristic 'relations of production'

· Society is like a three-level building:

· Legal and political superstructure

· Relations of productions

· Forces of production

 
· Level of development of productive forces explains the nature of the economic structure

· Economic structure determines the legal and political superstructure

· Objection: can't capitalism continue?

 

Marx on Capitalism and Communism

Capitalism

· At one time, Marx said, capitalism was a progressive force

Capitalism performed three progressive functions:

1. it hastened the demise of feudalism by breaking down trade barriers

2. it has made humans masters of nature

3. its constant need for innovation and change

· Exploitation

· creates alienation

· it is self-subverting

· it is constraining to even capitalists.

Communism

· Democracy

· Public control of production

· the rule is “from each according to his ability, to each according to his need”

 

Marx on Human Nature

· Human beings are creative producers

· Universality: overcoming divisions

· Objection 1: particularity is permanent

· Objection 2: labour not our essence

 

Socialism After Marx
Friedrich Engels
· Originator of official Marxism after Marx's death in 1883

· Exposed poverty and criticized subordination of women

· Materialism

· Scientific socialism

 

Eduard Bernstein

Revisionist (believed the that social Marxism needed to be revised) (questioned some of the predictions of Marx). Evolutionary socialist

· Morality: freedom, respect, means ( human beings should be treated with respect) ( if you wish to make society better need to consider only the means not the goal)

· Politics and economics 

 

 

Socialism, Fascism

Socialism After Marx (Continued)
Vladimir Lenin

· Russia: semifeudal agrarian economy, political autocracy

· Intellectual and practical support for revolution

· Class struggle and goal-oriented lack of concern for moral constraints

· Small, organized, disciplined revolutionary movement

· Against revisionism and trade-union consciousness

· Communist party as revolutionary vanguard

 

Stalin

· Man of steel: ruthless, expert in oppression and 'purging'

· Stalin as the guide of the party

· 'socialism in one country' 

· 'dialectical materialism'

 

Communism in Practice

· Massive crimes and repression

· Planned economy and state ownership

· Decisive in defeating Nazi Germany

· Rapid industrialization, Mass Education, Full employment, Equality

· Industrialization, ,education, employment, equality

 

Fabian socialism

· Shaw, Wells, Webb

· Parliamentary path to socialism

· Slow, patient, gradual movement towards socialism

· British labour party from 1900

· Nationalization, social welfare

 

Brian Barry on Socialism

· Socialism is a theory of citizenship

· Anti-capitalist: supports collective control of economy

· Collective action to overcome undesirable consequences of individual actions

~ SOCIAL DEMOCRACY ~

 

Fascism
Fascism: some features

· 'fasces' (origin)

· Totalitarian

· Reactionary

 

Fascism: background ideas

· Counter-enlightenment

· Rejects reason, equality, individualism

· Nationalism (understand yourself as a member of a nation)
· Elitism – a belief that there are a small number of people in any society who either should or necessarily will lead or rule the rest.
· Irrationalism – the belief that human beings are moved more by instincts, urges, or subconscious forces than by reason.
 

Benito Mussolini's Fascism

· National unity – make Italians realize that they are Italians first and not identify themselves by class or anything else. 
· Liberalism 'no'; obedience 'yes'

· Celebration of war – he set out to make Italy a military power so that it would again be a great empire and had ambitions of war and conquest.
· Individual sacrifice and state worship 
 

Fascism, Feminism

Who argued that means, or moral considerations, are as important as the victory of socialism

· V.I. Lenin

· Joseph Stalin

· Eduard Bernstein

· Mao Zedong

 

Hitler and Nazism
Adolph Hitler Nazism:
· Resentment about end of World War 1

· German people ("Volk") must defeat people who believe in equality like the Jews, communists, and liberals

· Instead of people preaching equality, we need strong, dominant leader ("Fuhrerprinzip")

· Nationalism – bringing all Germany together to unite. 
· Lebensraum (living space) - a place for the people to have and control that will require expanding across present borders to use their resources as our own and is justifiable even when holding the land against others' wills

· Social Darwinism

· Racism and anti-Semitism

· Fascism + Racism = Nazism

 

Key Fascist Themes
Fascism: Key Themes (Paxton)

· Sense of crisis needing radical solution

· Subordination of individuals to the group

· One's group is a victim whose enemies must be attacked

 

· Fear of liberalism, class conflict, and other alien forces

· Permit community integration by violence if necessary

· Need for authority by natural (male) leaders embodying group's destiny

 
· Superiority of leader's instincts to abstract and universal reason

· Celebration of violence and will, when devoted to group's success

· Right of the chosen people to dominate others without moral restraint

 

Your Roommate's Proposal

· Glorify the nation

· Wipe out opposition

· Celebrate violence in name of solidarity

· Rule by sadistic, instinctual leader

· Submission to supreme leader's authority

 

Feminism (read the chapter from wolff)
Feminism

· Eliminating the subordination of women

· History of sexual inequality, injustice, and domination

· Aristophanes' Lysistrata (411 BC): asserting women's power

 

Mary Wollstonecraft's Feminism

· A Vindication of Rights of Women (1792)
· Enlightenment commitment to reason and equality

· Women and men are equals in possessing capacity to reason

· Women are oppressed by social institutions, including education

· Differences between men and women are artificial, not natural

· Changing institutions (e.g. Marriage, education) will end inequality

 

Liberal Feminism

· Overcome overt discrimination

· Change laws and institutions

· Goal: equalize opportunities for women and men in the United States and elsewhere
A. women

B. legal and institutional discrimination

C. equality of opportunity

 

Feminism, Liberation

Martin Luther King, "I Have a Dream"

· All men are created equal

· Content of character, not skin colour

· Equality, freedom, justice, character, harmony, hope

 

Unlike Liberal Feminists, Radical Feminists

A. Attack women's oppression

B. Emphasize difference

C. Reject capitalism

D. Support 'free love' with all the 'radical dudes'

Radical Feminism

· Overcoming sexist attitudes and beliefs

· Women are subject to their own internalized harmful attitudes and false beliefs

· Emphasize women's difference
· Male bias in setting the terms of the debate

· The air we breathe: "the structure and values of American society" (Catherine MacKinnon) [Quote on lecture summary online]
· Women had no role in creating the rules of the game

A. women

B. sexist beliefs and attitudes; male power system

C. power and respect for differences.

It's very different from Radical because Liberal does NOT want to change the structure of society (only make sure laws are in place for equality). 
 

The justice-care debate - WOLFF BOOK last chapter

Is justice a gendered concept?

· Women value connectedness

· Men value separation and abstraction

 

Gilligan's 'different voice'

Justice (is it male perspective?)
· Seeking abstract rules

· Moral mathematics

Care (is it a womens perspective?)
· Consider particularities

· Case-by-case moral reasoning

· Narrative of relationships

 

Justice-care: some issues

· Different voices don't match men and women

· Need justice as a background virtue

· We need universal moral principles

LIBERATION IDEOLOGIES

Racism
Racism

What racism is:
· Denial of rights

· Devaluing of character traits among different groups of people

· Failure to recognize people of being of equal dignity

· Difference and power

· Anti-racism: challenging race as a category (discussion in ball and dagger)
 

Black liberation

Integration versus black nationalism

What to do

· Affirmative action

· Guaranteed political representation

· Historical compensation for slavery

· The Canadian context

· Mainly indigenous slaves

· Used to have segregated schools

A. black people

B. racist laws; discrimination in housing, education, etc.

C. equality of opportunity; full citizenship
Gay Liberation
Ancient Greeks

· acknowledged that heterosexual relationships were important for reproduction.
· they saw that same-sex love could be considered superior because it represented an intimate relationship between equals (men and men or women and women).

Monotheisms
· these one God religions have seen homosexuality as unnatural and perverted.
· many liberation groups such as Daughters of Bilitis and Mattachine Society have fought for gays as an identity group

· Overcoming legal discrimination

· Overcoming homophobia

A. gay man and lesbians (LGBT)

B. overcoming homophobia

C. power, pride, and equality for LGBT group

Aboriginals, Animals, and Greens

According to Jones's Lecture, Racists Emphasize

a. Hatred and mystery

b. Difference and power

c. Irrationality and the rejection of theory

d. Their own stupidity

 

Aboriginal Peoples
· Distinct nations such as Australia, New Zealand, Canada, and the United States.
History of conquest and occupation

· Europeans brought guns, steamships, technology and helped them conquer the indigenous people.

· resulted with military, political, economic and cultural defeat for the Aboriginals

· The children were forced to attend different schools, not allowed to speak their native languages, were considered savages, and sold for cheap labour.
· Overcome domination and restore pride and dignity

· Maintain traditional ways of life

· Land claims, treaty rights

Powers of self-government

· the government has divided Canada’s Northwest Territories in order to create a new territory – Nunavut [our land] – governed by aboriginal people.

A. native and indigenous people

B. oppressive laws, demeaning stereotypes, prejudice

C. pride, identity, self-determintation 

Animal Liberation
The traditional view

· Animals don't count for anything in themselves

· Simply seen as resources for human use

· Some believe animals have no rights as they lack rationality

· Some believe animals should not be mistreated as it would lead to human mistreatment

Why disregard non-human animals?
 

Challenging the Traditional View

speciesism – the belief that human beings are superior to animals; that we have all the rights and they have none; that we may treat them in any ways that we believe will benefit us, either as individuals (the steak on my plate) or as a species (the use of monkey for experimentation).

Darwin's Origin of Species
· Sensitivity to animal suffering

· The capacity to suffer is the basis of moral consideration

· Bentham - can they suffer?
· Opposition to factory farmed-meat

 

Peter Singer

Against Speciesism

· Asks if we only eat the flesh of animals because they can’t reason, they don’t have speech characteristics, and because we are ‘higher’ then them? Then why don’t we eat mentally challenged human beings?

 

Practical implications

· Opposition to factory farming, fur, animal experiments, zoos

· Is multiculturalism bad for animals?

· Halal and kosher meat

A. human beings

B. speciesism

C. ethical treatment of all animals

Green Ideology

Thomas Midgley

· Leaded gasoline ('ethyl')

· Invented the first CFC

· Freon
· Midgley's death as a metaphor

 

Serious environmental problems

Loss of natural resources

· Natural habitats are dwindling

· Forests, wetlands, coral reefs are disappearing

· Wild food sources are being lost

· Biological diversity

 

Ceilings on needed resources

· Energy sources

· Oil

· Natural gas

· Coal

· Fresh water

 

Harmful things we generate

· Toxic chemicals

· Alien species

· Atmospheric gases

 

Human population

· Population growth

· Stabilize at 9 to 12 billion

· More people require more resources

 

Ecology as Ideology

· Beyond left and right

· Greens versus the mainstream

· Against anthropocentrism – human centered or humanistic bias
* stewardship and stewards of the earth – to be responsible for the earth. We can’t do whatever we like to the planet - we are here to look after it
 

Greens, Radical Islam

According to Animal Liberationists, speciesists

a. Follow the argument of Darwin's origin of species

b. Believe humans are superior to non-humans

c. Emphasize the importance of speciation in evolutionary development

d. Isolate the fitness of specific traits

 

Greens (continued)  
An Ecological Ethic

· We are part of an interdependent natural system

· Respect for all life

· Human power and responsibility

· Looking after it because of its intrinsic value

· We are not dominators over the planet

 

Time, sacrifice, and posterity

· Time horizons

· We sacrifice now, others benefit later

· The impossibility of reciprocity

 

Collective action problems

· Private and public goods

· Environmental collective action

· Tragedy of the commons

· Political engagement

 

Light green and dark green

· Goals are the same (preservation of the natural environment)
· Light greens are reform minded environmentalists

· Shallow environmentalism

· Deep ecology (life centric, think of the whole planet as a earth goddess).
 

Being green

· Religious or spiritual greens

· Gaia (earth mother) – thinking of the planet as a living goddess. Assigning spirituality to the planet.
· Secular greens – non spiritual greens which are more likely to get support in our society.
· Political strategies

· Traditional politics

· Direct action

A. humans

B. anthropocentrism or humanism

C. survival and flourishing of all species

 

Islam and Radical Islam
Islam

· Arabic for submission or surrender (to Allah)

Mohammed

· Prophet (latest and last of series of prophets)

· Prophets include Jesus, Moses...

Qur'an

· Book of divine wisdom

· From angel Gabriel to prophet Mohammed

· Hadith

 

Islam and Politics

· The spread of Islam

· Jihad (struggle, endeavour, effort...against evil)

· Individuals inner struggle against evil

· Shari'a law- what counts as this law is different in different countries.
 

Four external threats to Islam

· Crusades

· European imperialism

· The state of Israel

· Western ideas of "modernity"

 

A fifth threat to Islam

· United states covert intervention

· US military attack

· US support for corrupt regimes

· Occupying Muslim holy lands 

 

Radical Islam

Muslim counter-enlightenment 

· Reaction against modernizing influence in Muslim society 

· Democracy, religious toleration 

· Rejecting enlightened ideals to return to pre-modern, pre-enlightened pure condition - free of infectious ideals. 

Sayyid Qutb (1906-1966) 

· Key person of radical Islam 

· Writer, member of Egyptian ministry of education, critic of regimes 

 

Qutb's Influence

Jahiliyya 

· Darkness, ignorance, unbelief 

· Their view of the West - living in non-belief 

False consciousness 

· Marxist idea - people don't know their own interests 

· False set of beliefs about their own proper interests. 

· Non-Muslims don't realize the truth - and Muslims as well 

Offensive Holy War 

· Leninist ideal 

· Vanguard party - small group recognizing what's right for everyone and initiating a revolution 

· Struggle against Western modernity and the friends of Western power 

 

Against the corrupt west

Attacking corrupt Muslims 

· People claiming to be Muslims but not living according to the Koran - dressing, acting inappropriately - need to be converted back or forced to convert back 

· President of Egypt in 1980, Saddam Hussein 

Attacking U.S. power 

· Embassies, 9/11 

· Called terrorists here - think of themselves as heroes and martyrs - demonstration of faith, performed for God 

Educating boys 

· Indoctrination 

· Learning nothing other the Qur'an 

Bearing witness 

· Drawing people in 

· Proving your faith 

 

Radical Islamism as an Ideology

Explanation 

· View of human nature - prone to sin 

· Fundamental religious duty to struggle against evil - duty to jihad 

· Point to the threats 

· Western conspiracy against Muslims 

· Cosmic struggle - world war between good and evil 

Evaluation 

· God over man, man over woman, rejection of the west 

· Attack on political, economic, military power - not American ideals of democracy or liberalism 

Orientation 

· Sacred duty to fight the enemies of Islam 

Political program 

· Jihad - faith-based struggle against the enemies of Islam 

Islam versus the West

Clash of civilizations 

Evidence: 

· U.S. allies: Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, India, Indonesia 

· Muslim support for democracy 

The Future of Ideology

Nationalism and Ideology 

· Nationalism is probably not an ideology - an overarching set of ideas and values that different ideologies take part in 

· Nationalism is often declared dead, but keeps coming back. It will be here for quite some time.
Religion and Ideology 

· Role of religion in ideologies - Islam, Christian in the right, liberation of theology, Catholic influence on political morals 

· Likely to be a divisive force - why modern liberal democracies try to separate religion and politics 

· an obstacle to a full and free life (the opium of the people as Marx puts it – the critical capacity of oppressed people by directing their attention and hopes away from this life to an external and blissful afterlife).

· should be declared a private matter to be left to the individual’s conscience.

· groups believe that there is too much attention on human desires and too little on God’s commands.

· Religion remains a potent political force

Ideology and the Environment 

· Green ideology, environmentalism 

· Most ideologies have some aspect of environmentalism - different governments meet for environmental agreements - environmental concerns are mainstream.
· demands on the earth’s resources may soon exceed its ecosystems’ carrying capacities.

· ecological problems have become political problems as well. All ideologies will have to respond to the challenge of these new circumstances in some fashion.

· the ecological crisis could conceivably provoke a resurgence of fascism.

The End of Ideology 

· Times over and over again where the end of ideology has been predicted 

· too useful and too important to wither away. We need ideologies to join thought to action, to provide some vision of human possibilities that will move people to act.

· we shall need ideologies to explain why social conditions are as they are, to evaluate those conditions, to provide a sense of orientation, and to set out a program of action – an attempt to take the world as it is and to remake it as it should be.

· also need ideologies to give meaning to the democratic ideal and substance to the concept of freedom.
