SOCIAL MOVEMENTS SOCI 3430 A	 Week 2	      Thursday, September 13, 2012

· Make autobiography+picture
· What is a social movement? What boundaries constitute a social movement?
· ON EXAM…which of these things is a social movement, what is not?
· Theories of social movements (why social movements happen, why they work, why they don’t)
· London riot  not a social movement
· Occupy wall street  is a social movement
· 5 things that characterize a social movement? 
· Longevity 
· Political goal
· Outside of political systems and institutions
· It’s organized
· Collective- involves many people
· Efforts to bring about or resist significant political change
· Social movements can have different kinds of goals
· Reform movements- to change society within current political system (e.g. civil rights movement ended segregation and gave African Americans the vote in the southern united states.)
· Revolutionary movement – to replace the existing government/social order (e.g. Russian revolution)
· Social movements can have different types of goals
· Resistance or reactionary social movement- to keep things the way they are, to stop or reverse an unwelcome change taking place (e.g. a group of workers trying to protect jobs)
· Counter movement- movement that starts up to fight another movement. Ie. Anti abortion movement
· Know the difference between a social movement and an SMO
· Social movements are often made up of different SMO’s. This is abbreviation for “social movement organizations” eg. Green peace is an SMO that is part of the environmental movement, which is a social movement. What other SMO’s are part of the environmental movement?
· What is a social movement? 
· Give me some examples of social movements
· Give me some examples of things that are like social movements but don’t quite fit the definition
· This will be important when choosing your term paper topic!
· Things that resemble social movements
· Political parties-somewhat like social movements but work within the system
· Non-political movements- eg. Trends in sports or other fields
· Artistic movements – eg punk rock
· Points from sociology of social movements still may apply to them
· Big sociological concepts like social movements often have slightly blurry edges-some things they almost apply to but not quite
· In sociology we call this the boundary problem
· Different types of movement roles
· Beneficiaries- people who stand to benefit personally from the movement
· Adherents- people who believe in movement’s goals and say they support it
· Conscience constituents- people who support a movement even though it won’t personally benefit them (white supporters of civil rights movement, wealthy supporters of working class movement) In other words, they are adherents but not beneficiaries.
· Activists- adherents who actually engage in movement activities. Not all adherents are activists
· Free riders – beneficiaries or/and adherents who do nothing to help the movement
· Bystanders – people who have no stake in movement and initially have no interest. May be activated come to take position on the movement for various reasons – for example: they feel protesters were badly treated by police. Key for movement success is sometimes getting help from bystanders.
· Why study social movements?
· Social movements are very socially important and raise interesting puzzles about when and why they appear
· Some argue that another reason to study them is to generate knowledge to help activists. This is know as ‘movement centered research’
· Social movement theories
· Social movement theories explain how, why and when social movements rise and how and why they succeed or fail
· We look at five main kinds of social movement theory in this class
· The 5 theories are not always competing with each other. Often the theories are simply about different things so they can be used together.
· Today: strain and breakdown theories. Some key points disagree with other 4 kinds of theory we will look at so can’t be combined with others
· Old school sociology: social movements are just one kind of collective behavior
· Collective behavior: any event during which a large group of people engage in relatively spontaneous and unstructured, unusual behavior.
· Strain or breakdown theories, prominent up until the 1960’s viewed social movements as similar to other forms of collective behavior such as crowd or mob behavior. People in large groups were said to do strange tings and one of them is social movement. Generally these old school theorists thought social movements were irrational and dysfunctional.
· The collective behavior tradition
· Pioneering collective behavior theorist was 19th century French social scientist Gustave Lebon
· Lebon wrote that crowds brought out irrationality; people reverted to their animal instincts in crown situations.
· Strain or breakdown theories
· Other key influenceL famous French sociological theorist Emile Durkheim
· At the turn of the 20th century Durkheim argued that in modern society old style shared traditions and beliefs broke down with rapid modernization, with the result that individuals become isolated and alienated
· Sociological theories tend to be a product of their times and influenced by current events
· What historical events might have influenced theorists of social movements writing in the 1950’s
· What sort of movements might they have used as examples?
· Strain or breakdown theorists building on Durkheim’s work argued that Nazism McCarthyism and other right wing movements were the product of alienation and frustration- troubled individuals projected their personal problems and psychological resentments into the public realm
· This is basically a conservative theory of social movements- movements are a bad thing that troubled people who otherwise feel useless
· Movements attract socially isolated people who feel personally insignificant. The people with the weakest social ties are the easiest to mobilize in a social movement
· Five Key points of strain or breakdown theories
· 1) social movements are caused by social stresses, breakdown, or disintegration of social order e.g, movements happen when there are rapid social change, serious economic problems, breakdown of traditional ties
· 2)movements primarily help individuals cope with the strain of social change by releasing tension and giving a sense of belonging to something. This psychological aspect is more important than any political goal.
· 3) social movements are substitute communities for those who have few other social ties. People who have few meaningful connections to others are most likely to join social movements.
· 4) social movements are irrational like other forms of crowd behavior
· 5) social movements are automatically triggered in situations of social disorganization or disintegration, in other words when things become bad enough. They are disorganized forms of behavior that occur when conventional social organization breaks down.

Lecture 3 						Thursday, September 20, 2012

· Write bio and picture!
· Wrap up and summarize last week’s class
· Series of La riots were not a movement; million mom march was
· Unorganized, not long lasting, no political goals, works outside the system, large number of participants
· Wasn’t a long running organized movement to deal with
· See contrast with civil rights movement
· What are 5 key points of strain or breakdown theory: problems with them
· 1) movements triggered when social stresses, disintegration, breakdown get bad enough: but things very bad in LA, yet no organized movement
· 1 key point of WHOLE course: movements don’t automatically happen just because there is a bad problem
· WHEN we do term papers, things got so bad that something had to happen.. NOT how it works!
· 2) movements help people cope by releasing tension, giving a sence of belonging.
· 30 movements are substitue ommunities. People witfew ties to others most likel to join.. million mom march seemed rational
· 4) movements irrational like other crowd behaviour.
· 5) movements disorganize, occur when social organization breaks down. MMM was organized.
· LA riot example illustrates key point in the class. Social movements don’t just happen when tings get bad enough. You need otherthings for a social movements to happen. What other things?
· Question we will be thinking about for the next couple of weeks in the class
· Need a political agenda or goal
· People to mobilize
· MMM had more resources than the people in the LA riots
· How many people have studied Karl Marx?
· What would a Marxist explanation of social movements be like? When would they happen? 3 founding fathers 
· 1. Karl Marx
· 2. Durkheim
· 3. Vaber
· Class struggle
· Organize its self for itself according to its interests
· Classs conciousness 
· Alternatice 19th century roots of social movement theory (opposed to strain theories)
· All conflicts class based
· Marxian view of movements
· 	One key insight: conflict between groups was natural in society
· many movements of 19th early 20th century were working class movements
· problem: reduces everything to class
· problem: bad conditions don’t automatically lead to movements
· Building on Marx: Lenin
· Key insight: oppressed workers wont rise up on their own
· Need organization and leadership from ‘vanguard’ of intellectuals. Focus on organization and leadership, like resource mobilization theory which we will be talking about
· Gramsci
· Key for social movement is to communicate its messages to win peoples hearts and minds. In this way, resembles framing theory which we will also be talking about in a couple of weeks
· The 60’s
· Wave of protest and movements: a movement cycle
· Key “new social movements” blossomed: civil rights movement and other anti-racist movements, peace movements, women’s movements, environmental movement, LGBT rights
· Were the movements really new?
· MIDTERM why did we have a cycle of social movements in the 1960’s?
· WW2 refigured a lot of social relations, women going into workplace with African Americans
· Were the movements really new? NO
· Women’s suffrage.. how far back could you trace women’s movement? Date for famous 5? 1929
· What kind of media came to be very influencial in the 19?  The TV
· Activists began to figure out how to use tv in 1960’s
· The 60’s
· How much, how and why Is your generation different from young people in the 1960s?
· More access to information through various media sources
· Problems aren’t as bad now?
· Cause sociologists to rethink movement theory as movements rose in the 60’s seemed rational
· Key sociological question (and possible midterm short answer question) why did all the new social movements ruse at that particular time?
· Million mom march  
· Neoliberal global capitalism is reeking hell for all people
· KEY SPEAKERS
· Urban militarization
· Secuatiization of public space
· Summit fencing/”red zones
· New ID schemes
· Multi jurisdictional police forces
· Massive security budget
· Purchase of surveillance and military equipment
· Passing of temporary laws
· Mass detention facilities identified and prepped for use
· Public training drills and mass show of force
· Surveillance
· Covert-joint intelligence group conducted intelligence investigations on possible threats and suspicious activity surrounding the summit
· Analytical threat picture: potpourri of terrosism, environ activism, aboriginal/extremeist convergence
· Overt- no body’s hiding it,
· Cyber
· Crowdsourced
· inverse
Social Movements Lecture 4 (chapter 4)

· MIDTERM
· 75 Minutes long
· combo of multiple choice, little section of define some terms, and short answer questions
· The sixties
· How much how and why is your generation different from young people in the 1960’s?
· Possible midterm QUESTIONS
· The 1960’s saw the rise of a new cycle of social movement activity. Why?
· Keep building a thorough answer to this question as we move towards the midterm
· Civil rights movement was the earliest rising in this cycle of the 1960’s movements, why it rose when it did?
· A Word about movement theories
· Theories are something used mostly just by sociologists to explain social movements
· The theories are rarely used by activities themselves (common mistake on midterm)
· Starting in the 1960’s sociologists moved away from strain/breakdown theories and began to rethink social movements
· WHY?
· New generation of people, academics, and scholars were often very sympathetic to the movements they were researching and writing about.
· So many people were caught up in movements and made sense, caused them to move away from this idea that they are pathological, instead rationale
· MIDTERM
· Discuss the strengths and limitations of resource mobilization theory as an explanation of social movements, using real examples
· Resource Mobilization Theory
· Introduced by McCarthy and Zald 1973. How did people find this article? Social movement organizations
· Movements are political economic not psychological. People join for rational, self interested reasons
· Grievances or problems are always there – don’t automatically trigger movements
· There’s always a problem that can lead to social movements, but that’s not how it happens
· Thought of movements much like other organized forms of behaviour, not chaotic like riots, panic, more like a business or industry
· Focus on politics, sociology, economics of movements not psychology of people who join them
· Social movement industry
· Key to rise of movements: organization, gaining and effectively using resources
· Important resources for a social movement?
· Money, influential people, facilities 
· Volunteer time, paid staff, communications equipment
· Leadership
· ORGANIZATION, built on existing organizations (if you can take people’s social net works and pull those people in, or built on pre existing organizations)
· Outside funding
· RMT and the 60’s (why the 60’s addorcing to social mobilization theory)
· For RMT, the more available resources the better social movements do. Giving to movements is a low priority so need times when people have extra money
· One key to explaining 60’s movements was that it was a very affluent time – lots of money and resources for movements
· Free Rider problem
· Resource mobilization theorists were the first thinkers to highlight the free rider problem in social movements
· What is the free rider problem again?
· People who benefit but never contributed
· RMT Solutions
· Movement has to draw on various resources to overcome free rider problem. Pay leaders to do a lot of the work otherwise no one will do anything – selective incentives
· Other people need individual incentives for acting either payoffs or coercion
· Once established first goal of social movement organization is their own survival and growth. Generate funds and resources for these goals
· Infact, this came true: movement organzations did become more professionalized
· How realistic a picture of movements does RMT create? What is missing?
· Emotions are missing, they are a motivator of behaviour
· Common critisicms of RMT
· Difficulties explaining altruism, behaviour of conscience constituents
· Ignores role of emotions
· Ignores role of culture and values
· Ignores role of culture and values
· Ignores sense of belonging or collective identity
· Downplays the role of grievances or problems too much
· Swung to far in the other direction of … not the problem that explains the movement, goes too far
· ONMIDTERM GIVE EXAMPLES
· Civil Rights Movement
· Happened in the southern US
· 1955 to 1965
· segregation 
· a lot of it was about the right to vote
· ended 100 years of segregation
· paved way for other 60’s movements
· Why then after 100 years?
· Very male dominated
· POSSIBLE midterm question
· To what extent can strain also known as break down theories explain the ruse and success of the civil rights movement in the Us south from 1955 to 1965?
· Not very well
· Prior to rise of movement
· End of cotton economy. Urbanization
· Ruse of southern African American income and education levels
· What other factors shown in the videos helped the rise of civil rights movement??
· Ordinary other people shook southern racism
· A year later struggle was over public education
· Supreme court outlawd segregation
· 9 black youngsters made a dent in southern racismbernard lafiat
· took a year of sit ins before the gov finally let them in
· this was a slow progression
· freedom writers
· wouldhave no real power until they had the power to elect who governs them
· THEY HAD SUPPORT… from important people.. kids from politicans dr’s lawyers for the summer programs
· Outcomes of Civil Rights Movement
· Passage of civil rights act of 1964 and voting rights act of 1965 effectively ended segregation in south
· Success in south only part of the story…
· Movement also continued in rest of US and elsewhere. Became increasingly fractured and radicalized. Black Panthers and other radicals eventually brutally suppressed. 
· MLK assassinated April 4, 1968
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