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Week 2a - Sept 11:
Why does geography matter, anyway?

As a young man, my fondest dream was to become a
geographer. However, while working in the customs office |
thought deeply about the matter and concluded that it was
far too difficult a subject. With some reluctance, | then
turned to physics as a substitute.”

~ Albert Einstein

GEG1302: Spaces and Places of Human Activity
Prof. Sonia Wesche

What is Human Geography?

 Are you fascinated with places? Peoples?

stephenpotts.co.uk

captivatedspace.blogspof

Human Geography: Definition

* Spatial analysis of human populations, their cultures, their

activities and behaviours, and their relationship with and

impact on the physical landscapes that they occupy. @

+ Fellmann et al, 2009: Human Geography: Landscapes of Human Activities (2" ed.)

=



Ian Arnald
try to understand people and places, and the relationships between and how they play out over space


Practical Definition

What is where, why there, and why care? (Gritzner 2002)

!

Description

Location, scale,
physical features,
human activities

! !

Explanation Impacts
Processes: what is Outcomes: why does
happening? Why is it matter? Who

it happening benefits? Who loses?

What can be done
about it?

Geography \

colorado.edu

What is Geography?: National Geographic -

eographyl

Geography
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Ian Arnald
geography is very broad and overlaps with many disciplines.
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Outline

1. Why Places Matter

2. The Importance of Scale
« Globalization

3. From then to now: Development of Geographic
Thought

PLACES & WHY THEY MATTER

*  Human geography involves two basic
endeavours:

1. Need to establish facts ('geographic literacy')

2. Need to understand and explain the facts ('geographic
knowledge')



Ian Arnald
1. where places are and their characterisitics.

2. explaination, the "why there and why care". 
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Geographers are united by similar questions and
concepts

Questions include:

* What is it?

* Where is it?

* How did it come to be where it is?

* Where is it in relations to other things?

* How is it part of a functioning system?
All of these questions are rooted in geography’s central
concern with space and place.

Core Geographic Concepts

PLACE

Two levels of meaning:

1. An objective location that has both uniqueness &
interdependence with other places

2. A subjective social and cultural construct: somewhere
that has personal meaning for individuals or groups

Canada’s North as place

* How do we imagine Canada’s north?

* What sources of information contribute to this
imagining?



Ian Arnald
*has to do with location

Ian Arnald


Ian Arnald


Ian Arnald
ex. Subjective: uOttawa could be a positive association or negative. We attribute personal associations to the places we visit.

Ian Arnald
objective: cold, remote, little vegetation, dispersed population

Ian Arnald
what contributes to this: media, movies
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re Geographic Concepts

CE: An example

Core Geographic Concepts

« Sense of Place refers to the attachments we have
to specific locations

Core Geographic Concepts

Place: Ground Zero, New York
+ 110 Stories Appl
[
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http://www.cbc.ca/spark/2011/08/remembering-the-twin-towers-using-augmented-reality/
Ian Arnald
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Ian Arnald
two different places: blank white room , and fancy hotel. How do you feel in this place?

we each attribute different meanings to places. One might feel at peace in a certain place and another may feel uncomfortable. 

Ian Arnald
ex: the house where you grew up. it has personal significance: memories, milestones in life, family significance

Ian Arnald
app asks user to comment on the photo, as to why they used the app. this is submitted to a database where others can access these stories.

goal for app: a vehicle for which people could express feelings about what the towers meant to them.

native new yorkers feel a certain attachment that have been standing for 30 years.


Why Places Matter

graphic knowledge is important because
world is increasingly characterized by:

- instant global communications
- unfamiliar international rel ips Ge “""\hi
- unexpected local changes S 0grapnic

. ) ) ) F ¥ NUNAVUT
growing evi f environmental TORNS 104

degradatio

Influence and Meaning of Places 1

« Sites of dynamic human-environment interactions,
fluid boundaries

- Influence people’s well-being, opportunities &
lifestyles

fluence and Meaning of Places 2

- Contribute to collective memory - powerful symbol

- Sites of innovation & change, resistance & conflict

Bhangra music: Ry voUTURe COMMNATCD A SV TCVES 128 )
Wakefield fair trade: D Do o C o o e e o D)
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YSJCv8g_7zc
http://www.beanfair.ca/fairtown/english_main.html
Ian Arnald
we are in an increasingly connected world. we are globally interconnected. ex. social networking.

Ian Arnald
new economic relations: ex. China and Canada

Ian Arnald
ex. Arab Spring, created by global influence.

Ian Arnald
deforestation, pollution of water ways, unecessary creation of waste

Ian Arnald
Toronto and Fergus, Ontario.

places are dynamic, constant change. fluid boundaries. lots of interaction between people and their environment.

the places we live in establish our values and our routines. can limit us in certain ways.
*different places produce people with different values and lifestyles.
also exert influence on peoples health and well-being (ex. Chernobyl, nuclear plant.) Aesthetics can also affect our health (farmers prefer openness).
Job oppurtunities.

Ian Arnald
ex. peace tower: symbol of a place where important political history has been made and where important current decisions are made.

Ian Arnald
ex. In England, the spawning of the industrial revolution
ex 3. Wakefield, Que. fair trade, local looking to influence globally.
ex 2. the british punk movement established in low income housing project, they were anti-establishment, so this influenced the punk attitude/lifestyle

Ian Arnald
can also spawn resistance and conflict in certain locations.


Interdependence of Places

- Most places are interdependent
« Each fills specialized roles

- Complex and ever-changing
social/cultural/political/economic/environmental context

- W |Ih.....‘.‘

_
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2) The importance of SCALE

(GEOGRAPHIC) SCALE

* Spatial, temporal, social

* Scale is the size of unit studied
* Human construct

* Operates on a continuum from
body to global

Geographical
Scales
(Spatial Levels) /

Scale of ana;sis:

« important because \
different insights can be
gained at different
scales.

10/09/2012
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Ian Arnald
temopral scale: things that happen over a timeline.

social scale: social hierarchy.

geographic scale: local (ex. Wakefield) and global. 

Ian Arnald


Ian Arnald
ex, unemployment rates: policiy maker looking at a national scale, it would be different than looking at just one community where the local industry just shut down.

ex. Temperature change: 2 degree increase across globe does not seem as such a big problem, but when you look at the weather change at a ski resort, they are affected much more greatly.

Ian Arnald
Ian Arnald September 15, 2012 2:00 PM
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S

—r
Think Global

Region
(E. Ontario)

City
(Ottawa)

Neighbourhood

Interdependence of Geographical Scales

- What happens at one scale affects and is
affected by what happens at other scales...

Interdependence as a Two-Way Process

- Continuous two-way process in which people
create and modify places while being influenced
by the settings in which they live and work.

« Place-making is always incomplete and ongoing,
and it occurs simultaneously at different scales.

=

11


Ian Arnald
the different levels are interrelated (live local, think global)

Ian Arnald
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Ian Arnald
ex. social networking has changed how different parts of the world (local spots) are influenced globally, and how they are interconnected with places around the world.

Ian Arnald
ex. economic downturn in US, influenced lay-offs at government of Ottawa

Ian Arnald
end of Sept.11 lecture.


Globalization

- Process & a condition that involves the increasing
interconnectedness of different parts of the world
through common processes of economic,

environmental, political, and cultural change

Key Issues in a Globalizing World

Environmental Issues

+ Humans can (and do) alter the environment at the
global scale

« Huge environmental footprint

= Economic disparities among regions
- Serious global environmental degradation

Key Issues in a Globalizing World

Health Issues

- Rapid spread of diseases with international travel
« E.g. SARS, avian influenza, etc.

@ « E.g. HIV/AIDS over 25 years

10/09/2012

12


Ian Arnald


Ian Arnald


Ian Arnald


Ian Arnald


Ian Arnald
creation of maps in late 1800's.
- importance of geography linked to European expansion (political and commercial ambitions). Geography was an instrument of colonialism.
- * ethnocentrism, imperialism, masculinism

**Interdependent World (ex. Duong, Francoise story > Vietname and France Wages) - Globalisation of manufacturing Industry
**Globalisation

Ian Arnald
environmental degradation from human activity: deforestation, release of CO2 into atmosphere, desertification, acid rain, loss of genetic diversity, pollution of lakes and oceans

ex. industrial air pollutants (sulphur and nitrogen oxides form dilute acids in airstreams, leading to acid rain, which damages forests and pollutes lake - kills fish).

Ian Arnald
people can bring diseases from their country to the one which they are visiting.


Key Issues in a Globalizing World

Security Issues

- Increasing concern over international security —
linked to globalization

3) THE DEVELOPMENT OF GEOGRAPHIC
THOUGHT

*  The roots of the word 'Geography' are Greek:
*  Geo means 'the world'
*  Graphei means 'to write'

STRABO (63BC — 24AD) Ancient Greek
Geographer / Philosopher. Author of
Geographica — an encyclopedic
description of people and places.

Early geographic knowledge

* Preclassical:
* Earliest geographic descriptions seen in maps >

* Classical (began shortly after 1000 BCE):
« Greeks were mobile beyond local areas
* 2 traditions: literary & mathematical Bronze age map

gEUROR,

.

10/09/2012
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Strabo.jpg
Ian Arnald
Money is digitized, systems can be hacked, information accessed. These security threats are always recurring.
Creates worry because money can be accessed anywhere in the world


5th to 15t Centuries

* European Decline

* China and Islamic World made
important contributions

et by e ot g b e
P ——

Circular world map: Al-Idrisi (12t century)

15th.17th Centuries

* Europeans embarked on
unprecedented exploration

* New facts and descriptions

Mercator’s map of North pole: 1595

10/09/2012
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* Recognition of 2 approaches:

Canada: Pre-Confederation

* Aboriginal peoples had
great knowledge of the
environment

Maps (on ground, snow,
trees) to track food
resources, mark trails
Maps (on paper, skins)
to guide Europeans

1650-1800

* Universal/General Geography

* Special/Particular Geography

1800-1874

* Emergence of academic disciplines
* Groundwork for formal discipline of geography

1874 to mid-1900s

1874: 1%t geography departments in European Universities

1903: 1%t North American geog. Department
1923: UBC (partial), 1935: U of Toronto
1951: Canadian Association of Geographers (CAG) established

Sub-fields emerged

Geography and some of its sub-specialist
areas of study

GEOGRAPHY

Physical Geography

Human Geography

Sub-specialty areas include:

Biogeography

Climate Reconstruction

Climatology

Coastal Geomorphology

Fluvial Geomorphology

Paleo-environmental
Reconstruction

Sub-specialty areas include:
Agricultural Geography
Cultural Geography
Economic Geography
Health Geography
Historical Geography
International Development
Political Geography
Population Geography
Resource and environmental
management
Rural Geography
Social Geography
Urban Geography

10/09/2012
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Geographic Perspectives

* Environmental Determinism

* Environment largely determines human activities and
landscapes

* (relatively short-lived)

Geographic Perspectives

* Possibilism

* People make choices in response to opportunities and
constraints provided by the environment

Geographic Perspectives

* Probabilism

* Humans are more likely to make certain decisions
based on the nature of the environment
* (In-between)

10/09/2012
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Contemporary Human
Geography

* Contemporary human geography is a social science,
but one with special and valuable ties to the physical
sciences, especially physical geography

Contemporary Geography:

GlobalIssues

* People and places are in the contemporary world
increasingly connected and interconnected

* Necessary to look at the big picture—the world—to
understand the detail at the local level

drpinna.com

UUNET' Global Internet Backbone

e Internet connections & bandwidth
« spatial distribution & movement
of information

aner http:/fohnroach netsimultaneoushweb_maps.htmi

10/09/2012
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Contemporary Geography:
Applied Geography

* Geography has always had an applied component in which
geographic skills are used to solve problems.
* E.g. land-use studies
* Technology

Infrared aerial photography:
Developed in WW2 to detect
painted targets camouflaged to
look like vegetation

3-D GPS Plot

Understanding how people move around and use services in urban areas

Verkehr (abgeleitet aus individuellen Aktivitaten)
Courtesy of Guido Rindsfiser, RWTH Aachen (Koln)

Many facets of geography!

* Check out the
uOttawa
geography website

Current research

10/09/2012
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Summary

Why Places Matter

The Importance of Scale

« Globalization

From then to now: Development of Geographic
Thought

...Next class: Core concepts
Readings: Chapter 1 (ctd)
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