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Ian Arnald
try to understand people and places, and the relationships between and how they play out over space
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!"Description         Explanation        Impacts 

Location, scale,  
physical features, 
human activities 

Processes: what is 
happening? Why is 
it happening 

Outcomes: why does 
it matter? Who 
benefits? Who loses? 
What can be done 
about it?  

What is Geography?: National Geographic - 
http://education.nationalgeographic.com/education/multimedia/what-geography/  

colorado.edu 

$

http://education.nationalgeographic.com/education/multimedia/what-geography/
http://education.nationalgeographic.com/education/multimedia/what-geography/
http://education.nationalgeographic.com/education/multimedia/what-geography/
Ian Arnald
geography is very broad and overlaps with many disciplines.
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Ian Arnald
1. where places are and their characterisitics.

2. explaination, the "why there and why care". 
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Ian Arnald
*has to do with location

Ian Arnald


Ian Arnald


Ian Arnald
ex. Subjective: uOttawa could be a positive association or negative. We attribute personal associations to the places we visit.

Ian Arnald
objective: cold, remote, little vegetation, dispersed population

Ian Arnald
what contributes to this: media, movies
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Popular Media 

Advertising 

Internet 
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Educational/Academic Publications 

NORTHWEST PASSAGE - Stan Rogers 
 

Ah, for just one time I would take the Northwest Passage 

To find the hand of Franklin reaching for the Beaufort Sea 

Tracing one warm line through a land so wide and savage 
 

 

Song 

Verse 
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Literature 

Art 

Personal 
Experience 
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generationxcel.com 

10cities10years.wordpress.com 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/september-11-
attacks/8752951/911-New-York-before-and-after-the-attacks.html  

http://www.cbc.ca/spark/2011/08/remembering-the-twin-towers-using-augmented-reality/
Ian Arnald
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Ian Arnald
two different places: blank white room , and fancy hotel. How do you feel in this place?

we each attribute different meanings to places. One might feel at peace in a certain place and another may feel uncomfortable. 

Ian Arnald
ex: the house where you grew up. it has personal significance: memories, milestones in life, family significance

Ian Arnald
app asks user to comment on the photo, as to why they used the app. this is submitted to a database where others can access these stories.

goal for app: a vehicle for which people could express feelings about what the towers meant to them.

native new yorkers feel a certain attachment that have been standing for 30 years.
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Bhangra music: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YSJCv8g_7zc 
Wakefield fair trade: http://www.beanfair.ca/fairtown/english_main.html   

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YSJCv8g_7zc
http://www.beanfair.ca/fairtown/english_main.html
Ian Arnald
we are in an increasingly connected world. we are globally interconnected. ex. social networking.

Ian Arnald
new economic relations: ex. China and Canada

Ian Arnald
ex. Arab Spring, created by global influence.

Ian Arnald
deforestation, pollution of water ways, unecessary creation of waste

Ian Arnald
Toronto and Fergus, Ontario.

places are dynamic, constant change. fluid boundaries. lots of interaction between people and their environment.

the places we live in establish our values and our routines. can limit us in certain ways.
*different places produce people with different values and lifestyles.
also exert influence on peoples health and well-being (ex. Chernobyl, nuclear plant.) Aesthetics can also affect our health (farmers prefer openness).
Job oppurtunities.

Ian Arnald
ex. peace tower: symbol of a place where important political history has been made and where important current decisions are made.

Ian Arnald
ex. In England, the spawning of the industrial revolution
ex 3. Wakefield, Que. fair trade, local looking to influence globally.
ex 2. the british punk movement established in low income housing project, they were anti-establishment, so this influenced the punk attitude/lifestyle

Ian Arnald
can also spawn resistance and conflict in certain locations.
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Scale of analysis:  
important because 
different insights can be 
gained at different 
scales. 

Ian Arnald
temopral scale: things that happen over a timeline.

social scale: social hierarchy.

geographic scale: local (ex. Wakefield) and global. 

Ian Arnald


Ian Arnald
ex, unemployment rates: policiy maker looking at a national scale, it would be different than looking at just one community where the local industry just shut down.

ex. Temperature change: 2 degree increase across globe does not seem as such a big problem, but when you look at the weather change at a ski resort, they are affected much more greatly.

Ian Arnald
Ian Arnald September 15, 2012 2:00 PM
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Ian Arnald
the different levels are interrelated (live local, think global)

Ian Arnald


Ian Arnald


Ian Arnald


Ian Arnald
ex. social networking has changed how different parts of the world (local spots) are influenced globally, and how they are interconnected with places around the world.

Ian Arnald
ex. economic downturn in US, influenced lay-offs at government of Ottawa

Ian Arnald
end of Sept.11 lecture.
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Ian Arnald


Ian Arnald


Ian Arnald


Ian Arnald


Ian Arnald
creation of maps in late 1800's.
- importance of geography linked to European expansion (political and commercial ambitions). Geography was an instrument of colonialism.
- * ethnocentrism, imperialism, masculinism

**Interdependent World (ex. Duong, Francoise story > Vietname and France Wages) - Globalisation of manufacturing Industry
**Globalisation

Ian Arnald
environmental degradation from human activity: deforestation, release of CO2 into atmosphere, desertification, acid rain, loss of genetic diversity, pollution of lakes and oceans

ex. industrial air pollutants (sulphur and nitrogen oxides form dilute acids in airstreams, leading to acid rain, which damages forests and pollutes lake - kills fish).

Ian Arnald
people can bring diseases from their country to the one which they are visiting.
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STRABO (63BC  24AD) Ancient Greek 
Geographer / Philosopher.  Author of 

Geographica  an encyclopedic 
description of people and places. 
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krygier.owu.edu 
Bronze age map 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Strabo.jpg
Ian Arnald
Money is digitized, systems can be hacked, information accessed. These security threats are always recurring.
Creates worry because money can be accessed anywhere in the world
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Internet connections & bandwidth  
spatial distribution & movement 
of information 

http://johnroach.net/simultaneous/web_maps.html 
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Infrared aerial photography: 
Developed in WW2 to detect 
painted targets camouflaged to 
look like vegetation 

Grasslands N. Park, SK 
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Verkehr (abgeleitet aus individuellen Aktivitäten) 
Courtesy of Guido Rindsfüser, RWTH Aachen (Koln) 

Understanding how people move around and use services in urban areas 
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