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Professors Priorities for being elected for PM: 1- Enviornment 2- Inequality 

Democracy: system of governance in which ppl rule. either directly or threw representives. political system based on principle tha governance require assents of 
all partciapation

Minimal conditions: fair elections, right to vote, right to run for office, right to express them selves without fear, right to form independant associations. 
Some politcal scientists think that this is not enough
These rights are essential to democracy. Liberal democracy can have several attributes = gov follow the rule of law, ppl are elected periodicly, free and fair elections, 

All the democracies in the world have constitutions. Constitutions is the set of binding norms and rules that provide the legitimate of exerviced power.
Canada has a constitutional gov.
Civil society groups: humain rights groupes, studnt group... not always political but have meanings. 
Political engagement is a big theme in this course
Civil engagement: joining groups, clubs, civicly engaged, civil goes with citizens... ppl active in their community, hockey club, debat society. 
Canadian rank 3 with their city involvement. 
Political engagement: awarness of political issues, shapes the laws and policies, voting, civil society organizations, this is hugely important, democracy cant happen
 without it
Politicaly active citizen needs to be able to make assesments, and know were to look for information, must work with other to acheive political goals, understands 
how the political system works, has a developed sence of political ethenicity
Canada is not a nation of political activities, we compare to other countries but we aare a bit lower the northern europe. 1 out of 10 canadians actually take part 
of elections

Not all civil society groups participate with political activities. 
Suzanna Mattler, interested in the relationship on wat gov does and political engagement. Less gov will mean more politcal involvement, the decision of getting 
involved. If gov turns u off, u wont participate. 

#Political and civic engagement important theme

______________________________________________
confideration of canada and its constitution: 
Constitutions live the gov. In canada the constitution is made out of severval documents, the 2 main documents of the constitution is: Constitution Act 1867, 
and COnstitution act 1982, the first 34 sections of this act are the charter  
Constitution is the seprime law of the land. Refer the creation of the land of a confederatoion. Canadas property is called the fedaration. 
c 1867 sections 91 to 95 does not contain ways to change the constitution, we need to get the authorization of the uk gov to change the constition. The constitution
 development began in 1763 with the Royal Proclamation.
Other documents: 1774 the Quebec Act, the 1791 Constitutional act, and the 1840 act of union.
1174: refer to this act to the most fondemantal.
Royal proclamation was the tolorent of the french practice, speak their language, practice their religion. 
1840: uper canada and lower canada were united

Responsible gov: having confidance in the house. if they lose confidence then the party must fall.

House of communs, Senate. Gov will be the parlimentary

Founders of the country were not well developed. The founders were not described as strong canadian nationalists. Founders created a state but wasnt a fully
 independent country, it didnt have international affairs of power. hade to apel of the british court, things were amde by the british.  no decleration of 
independance.

Third point of confederation: were ottawa was dominant. Made ways to make ottawa gain the power. Ottawa had unlimited taxing power, and spending power. Vision of a strong federal gov. 

**What to write in the memo:  Confederation link to political engagement: the confederation agreement produced a senate that was appointed. The senate process does not foster the political engagement. Confederation was not put to referenda.  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
WEEK 3 - Sept 18, 2012 chapter 10
1- Preliminaries 
2- The constitution

Profs constitutional priority: Senate reform. He would make the senate a place were it would be elected. The prof prefers a mixture though, senate consiste of member of 2 sourcees 1- the provinces, federal government and the choice of the province. make the senate a equal representation of provinces (5-8 ppl per province). 

Confederation : thers are 4 : royal proclamation, 1774 (continued the attitude to the French), 1791 (constitutional act, americain didn’t like the revolution, an), the active union (become united in one province), 1837 (rebellion on the upper and lower Canada). 

Responsible government: held accountable to their action to the elected representatives to the house. 

1867: confederation 

There were 3 issues about confederation: 1-  the founders of the country were not democrat. 2- the founders were not candaian nationalist, didn not seek full canadaian independence, no constitutional amendment procedures, this was costly. 3- they chose a federal system and wanted the law authority to lie at the federal level. 

The constitutions are important: cuz it puts a limiti on state power, in the rights section that are included in constitutions. It sets out the government, how the government is suppose to work, are we going to have a senate, a house. Suppose to express the shared values. 

Political analyses must begin with the constitution. The 2 main documents of the consititution : constitution act of 1982, and 1867
1867: section 91 to 95. Power of the federal government and the pronvincial government. Constitly on dispuit. 
1982: aboriginal right, equality of men and women. 

Constitution can be changed in 2 ways. Formal amendment procedure. And threw traditional interpretation, somebody condense, goes to the court, judges will determine and make the decision. 
In Canada we’ve had both ways of changing the constitution.  

residual powers : Some powers will not be forseen. Any powers not listed in the constitution go to the federal. 
In canada the residual power is called: peace, order and good government power.
The founders wanted free trade across Canada. They wanted to make sure the manage of the economy arrested with Ottawa. Some refusal... the Provinces then managed their own economy.
Another decision came: the international tredy. 

From 1877 to 1982: constitution was amended many times. Only 2 policy areas were amended, allowing Ottawa to give old age pensions and unemployment insurance. 

We had to go to Great Brittan to get out constitution amended :  Statue of Westminster.  
They (French speaking candaians) thought their right would be better protected with the Great Brittan. 
In 1995 the quebec liberal said to the rest to stay out... Jean cretien agrees

Discussions: The leaders on this country have lil trust and faith in the ppl. And don’t trust their selves.
	The charter isn’t perfect.  Not worth riling around.


Since the 1950s that got us were we are today: the judicial committee of the council... a time of rest... 
Not accepting the traditional ways of life from the church. English candian elite had a unilingual way of the coutry... saw themselves as the lil England. Didn’t see the whole French speaking aspect. 
The nationalism became more assertive.  The 1960 election, the state became more interventionist, the church power reduced.  Ther others it was like a more of an independence for quebec. There was a third group that opposed to the independence and __ from Pierre Trudeaux. Increase French power from the state. He wasn’t successful in hes separation project. He found allies in Alberta. Depended more powers for themselves. During this time, late 1970s, aborginalism nationalism emerged wanted made a decision known as the Calder decision. Aboriginal ppl had the right to occupy and use land they were tied to. Aboriginal ppl made a lot of social progress. 
In 1980 there was a referendum in quebec. Pierre trudeaux went to intervene. 
The amending formula that was accepted did not include quebecs right to veto. Many premiyers Didn’t like the charter because the judges make the decisisions on the issues . 

Sept 20. 2012 chapters 14 15 17 

Today: 
1. Preliminaries
2. Left-over’s
3. 3 branches of government exec

2 ways of changing the constitution: formal amendment, or judicial interpretation.

Major Powers: residual power, also known as peace order and good government. 

1931: the Westminster’s, intent to be a status were Britain said adios! 
1950s: quebes restlessness to the country. 
1980: reverend was healed. Constitutional reform . the elements of trudeauxs constitutional reform: charter of rights and freedom, amendment formula. 

1982: constitutional peace in the country, country seatled down, ppl started getting use of the charter. Brian Malooney became PM in 1984. Conservative PM from Quebec. Didnt have the same vision as trudeaux, had more simpathie to quebes nationalism. Never signed the constitution in quebec. He begins with qhats known as the quebecs round of issues qith the constitution and the country against the provinces. They had a constitutional court in 1987. Even tho the provinces agreed with it, some ppl didn’t like the trust of the document, some ppl were afraid the charter would be impacted, afraid that there rights would be taken away, secretive process by the way it was formulated (11 men in suits that were taking care of it scared  ppl).  Marooney forgot that ppls attitude towards the constitution changed because there rights were protected by the constitution, so ppl became more alarmed. Maarooney lost support. 
1990: he tries again. The process was quite inclusive. Aboriginal were involved. They reached an agreement in 1992. The thret to the charter remained. He had lost his political capital. Charlettetown accord goes down, Quebec feel defeat and angry.  

Jean Chretiens: Plan A: tries to be consivitory to quebec. Grants more autonomy to quebec.  Plan B: to submit to the supreme court. Supreme court says no to if quebec has more rights. 

Constitutional changes are mostly changed threw judicial interpretation. 

3 branches of government:
Executive, Legislative, Judicial.. these are the keys of machinery in the democratic government. 
Executive: there are diff types of executive—Presidential (head of state, head of government), Parliamentary. Parlimentary: executive is picked by the legislative. President is elected by the ppl, he dosnt have to be a member of the congress. In parliamentary system, you have to do what your leader tells you do, but not in presidential, they use their own judgment, no one tells them what to do. Which system is more democratic and more durable= presidential... excetive and legislative are separate and they can go there own ways. Gridlock situation may cause ppl to disengage, that the temptation of the excutive to take power and get things done is irresistible.  If theres a crises or need to remove the president it is very difficult. But the Parliamentary system is stronger cuz theres no gridlock, theres more control, if theres a problem with the PM he can be taken out really fast. 
Pippa Norris: thought that parliamentary system were more democratic. 

Canadian Executive: PM and Cabinat, the Crown, bureaucracy. 
Canada is a constitutional monarchy, crown represents Canada. At one time the crown had powers, then the candian government took over and those powers went to the PM.  Canadians think that the crown dosnt rly represent canda anymore. The Core of representative are cabinat, PM is also part of the cabinet. Cabinet: ppl that are chosen by the PM out of the House of communs (health, affairs, envornemtn...).
the Pm and cabinet have the responsibility of the constitutions convention. The pm have several powers n res: appoints the cabinet, judges, ambassadors, senior bureaucratic, asset cabinet meetings, pm is the final policy decision maker, party leader, responsible of groups health, has the final say on candidates that run for his party, Responsible for the conduct for foreign policy, authority to dissolve parliament and have elections.
Pm have a larger office staff (PMO), provides policy support, the office is highly political.
PM also has the privy council, non- partisan, provides PM sources of advice, coordinate gov policy and action, left hand knows what the right hand is doing.
Canada has had 22 PMs. The longest was Mackenzie King. There’s been 5 from Quebec. 9 from liberal parties. There are no limits of how long PM can remain PM. What makes a successful PM: increasing the human development maintains the confidence of the house, the quality of life of the Canadians is good, maintain a good economic status, maintain appropriate foreign policy, creates a sense of unity. 
PM is no bulletproof. Jean Chretien did not pay great attention to his back benchers, he paid the price when he was looking for support. Formation of the cabinet is the first major task of the PM, it reflects the country. 

Different ministers. Some have more authority than others. Thers are 3 rules that they have: collective ministerial responsibilities, individual ministerial responsibility (accountable for his sections, for anything that happens), must answer the legislative brands of whats going on in the department. Cabinet members give ideas and advice.
Most important cabinet is the treasury board: financial expenditures for the gov
Financial secretary
Central agencies: includes PMO privy council, treasury board, finance department.  

White recomendes that the number of the members should increase in the house, Should have fix election dates, to allow ordinary MPs to have access to the cabinet meetings  and documents, to ensure that any agreements that the PM assigns have to be ratified with the parliament. 
Sept 25, 2012 WEEK 4 – Chapters 14 15 17
-2 other branches today: legislative and judicial 

-Executive consist of the PM, the cabinet, and the crown
-Powers of the PM: sets the agenda for the gov, power to appoint the supreme court judges, points members of the cabinet. Spokes person for the government. Leader of the party. PM has available to him bodies of ppl to advice him: PMO (group of advisors), PCO (Privy Council office), bureaucratic. 

-Dep of Finance and the treasury board are known as the central agencies. Make sure the PM interests are accounted for.  Every time theres an expendure of money these 2 departements are involved. 

-PM cant be ignorant of the needs to the members of his senators and his MPs. 

-The ministers have important rules: collective ministerial responsibility (Minister cant go off on his own). Individual ministerial responsibility (responsible for what happens in their department). 

-Donald Savoie: from the uni of new Brunswick. Argues that the PM acquires way too much authority. The the power of the executive level resides on the PM, the head on the PMO, PCO, and the cabinet ministers. Argument that powers are in too few hands. Not too much is shared. Whenever a minster gets in trouble, ul see the PMO moving really quickly to take control of the situation.

-Number of proposals to deal with the PM power: to have fixed election dates (PMs ability to set election date gives him too much power towards the house on setting the agenda, this may or may not have an effect on PMs power).

-Legislative: the house of commons and the senate. We usually call the federal parliament: parliament. --The functions are: representation,( the house of commons has 308 members, they represent the Canadian ppl by population in the house). Confirm legitimacy on gov inactments,( if the gov were to pass a bill it would not have the same legitimacy if 308 members would say this is the law. The houise and the senate together confirm legitimacy). Scrutinizing is another function (question period, questions from opposite members, even their own members). Recruitment is another (of members, cabinet ministers, PM selects his cabinet, house is where future PM comes from). Law making (to pass laws). Financing government (any expenditures need to be proved by the house of commons and the senate threw legislation). Political education (members of the parliament explain policies to the ppl, info that ppl need). Accountability function (takes place every 4 years when there`s an election). 

-Parliamentary gov follow the rule of parliamentary supremacy can make and unmake laws it wishes to without interference from the monarch. 
Parliament can make a law today, but won’t make a hold and bind on a parliament in the future. 
Parliamentary supremacy doesn’t have the same supremacy as Britain. 
-First past post: each member represents a constituency or a right. Mps are elected to fulfill few rules depending on their MP. If an MP or MPP goes to the legislative, then we say that the members are playing the role of Trustee. This MP is an independent thinker. Role of Constituency Delegate. If an elected gov goes to the gov or parliament to serve the parliamentary wishes, then the member is playing the role of Party Delegate. 
*we discussed which role you would chose. Ex: trustee for the policy. 

-in terms of most work that members do: serving ppl in their writing. Serving on many legislative comities. Do some policy work. Work is mostly social work. 
-in terms of education, class, and gender: neither of the house or senate are part of this. Most are male and are middle class or higher. Most of them are lawyers. Some of the highlights of the house are the speech of the thrown (government general reads), the budget, and the question period. 
Several house committees.

-a parliamentary system is caracteristed by party disipline, party disciplaine is MP votes to the dicisplain of the leader. A vote is determine by the matter of confidance. If the gov losses the vote, it will fall. Party disclipline is focused only on budget matters. Pasrty discipline should be relaxed and should be focussed by the population. Issue of confidance. 
-Some scholars like party discipline, cuz it freezes mps from advocacy groups. Party discipline in brittain is loser then in Canada. 

-Canada right now has the majority government. The party in power has more then half the sits. (minority gov means that the gov party has the most seats in the house but not more then half). Canada has never had a coalition government. (Brittain right now has a coliation party). However canda prefer the majority. 
-The senate examine an issue of death and report. The fatal flaw: that its appointed, lacks legitimacy. There has been call for senate reform. The NDP want to reform the senate. 

-Thers 2 types of bills that receive attention in the house: public and privat bills. Public: government bills and private member bills. Private bills: bills must be introduced by a private members bills. The stage in the legislative process: member or minister gives notice to the clerk of the house, then at a time the miniter present the bill to the house (this is first reading), at second reading the members of the house will debate to find commons to the principale of the bill and then they vote weither the bill should go to  house committee. The role of the committee is to study the contain of the bill and recommend approval and things to change in the bill. Committe will accept latter of the public. Each bill is studied claws by claws and they vote on each clause. Members may pose amendments. And discus if this bill should return back to the house (report stage). Here the bill amendments are considered as the house as a hole. And then theres another vote on the house on the question of shall we concur the bill at this stage. Next stage is the third reading, if the bill should be adopted. The final vote is taken to see if the bill should be passed. The bill then receives royal assent, were the governor general signs. 

Sept 27. 2012 DGD

Candian UK embassy... in the news: canadain and uk embassy will be linked in one building, having both flags. Some ppl thought they were loosing their identifty. Is it this a good thing or bad thing?
· Because we are developed country, with a lot of education... they should have their own embassy
· To save money, why not?... Canada and UK have kinda the same governance..

Legislative setup in Canada: 
· Evolution of the Canadian constitution

Coalition governments: 
· To operate as a government u need more than half of the seats.
· With coalition, u can have 2 governments ruling together. 
· But Canada prefers governing with majority because its the majority of what the population wants. 
· We are losing some nuance when having a coalition
· If u have 2 left side governments ruling together then it might work out (liberal and NDP)
· Ppl say it would be easier if liberal n ndp got together and put their policies together to make one group because it would make it easier for ppl to vote for them, instead of have to chose between them n not knowing which it chose...
· If you want to win its better to merge with another party to get more ppl to represent you...  
· If you say yes to llink with another party, the other party  might influence them on their decisions. 

Senate:
· Their functions...
· They stay in the senate till they retire...
· The PM chooses the members of the senate
· Some barely show up to work, and some are really good at their work... they cant get fired 
· There is no NDP senator
· Advantage of why we would want an elected senate: any form of government should be democratic.
· Other then judicial, we shouldn’t elect judges...  
· Why don’t we elect judges: taking politics out of it 
· Judges stay from 6 to 10 years usually

Trustees vs delegates: 
-Trustee:
· makes their owns decisions
· trust them to make the right decisions 

-Delegates: 
· They would vote the way you would vote every time, so u vote for them 
· Take party politics, vote with the party

Voting for what your representing vs voting for what your instincts say...

Issue: what would you do to fix the issue... what government youd use ...
	The senate being reformed... having elections maybe?
	Why wouldn’t we do this, cuz its costs a lot of money and time. We can maybe to a poll to see if ppl actually care about electing senators.... 
Oct 2 2012 
Today: -Judicial Branch –Political Parties 
www.parl.gc.ca/About/House/compedium/web-content/c_g_legislativeprocess-e.htm

Communism---/Social democracy ---/Liberalism ---/Conservatism ---/Nazism & Fascism 
left 									right

-Last class we spoke about the legislative branch and some of their functions: representation, accountability, scrutning, recruitment, law making, confirm legitimacy on policy financial management, political education. 
-Canada use to follow the rule of Parliament supremacy. Know its balanced off with judicial supremacy. Britain is... 
-Has 308 members in the house: 3 roles of trustee(independant thinker, based on his perceptions), constituency delegate (their priority), Party delegate (the pitbull of the party.. )
-A parliamentary system is characterised mainly by: party discipline (vote with your party, limited amount of discretion, confidence of the house)
-2 houses on: to represent the population, and one to represent the regions. Senate... many calls for senate reforms before the supreme court
-The legislation process: The NP has to make a notice to the clerk with the bill. In the second reading: theres a debate in the principle of the bill, basic ideas of the bill. After goes to tthe committee of the house. Then goes to the house of commons again (report stage). Vote stage. Then the final bill is voted on. Then goes to 3rd reading, were the debat is a more general reading. The goes to the senate. The web site up top explains. 



Judiciary: 
-rule of law, the principal of the rule of law is that ppl should be subject to known predictable and impartial laws, rather than to arbitrary on the spot rule making. Another aspect of the rule of law is that everyone is subject of the rule of law; we have one set of law for us and for all the political participants, for everybody. 
-An independent judiciary plays important role in society, makes the laws and constitution. Without this ppl will trust the system, we need an independent judiciary. Citizens must know that the law is made on the basis of the interpretation of the law (not by ur ethnic background, not your political party).
In federal countries, the courts have a role to play: they determine that if the law falls within the jurisdictional of the gov that enact it. 
-Often time the federal gov will send a legal question to the supreme court even before it has enacted it because it wants to get the approval of the court, its called a reference procedure (proposed law). This procedure is important in Canada. Until 1949, canadas final court of appeel was the judiciary council. -----After, the supreme court has been the final court (u cant get any higher then the supreme court). 
The courts interpret the charter (that’s why the charter has become more important), this affects ppl in a direct way. Ppl with disabilities, aboriginal ppl, minorities,... 
-The Supreme Court has 9 justices, 3 from qb, 3 from ont, 2 from the west, 1 from the east. The PM appoints the judges. 
-Some ppl believe that the justices should be appointed by the ppl, some other ppl believe they should be appointed by the parliament, but they are by the PM. 
-why is justices writing their decision important: they have to explain themselves, they have to show that their reasoning has to do with the law. Has to be based on the law. And according to previous decisions. 
-in the United Kingdom, and New Zealand, the courts only had advisory courts, but it wastn the final decision, the parliament made the final decision, they can accept it or not. 
-ppl argue that judges can be biais. The minorities (aboriginal, gays n lez) got accepted (getting their agenda threw the courts) by the courts, not by the parliament... Throughout the canadian history, lots of groups had to go through courts and the legislative. 
-Political party: an organization that indorses one or more of its members as candidates and supports their election. 
-political parties emerge because of some social concepts, some political cleavage, decision making was made by the religion then the new middle class emerged and thought it was enough. Later the working class had emerged, working conditions had been addressed. Green parties emerge because of the devastation of the environement. Other religious parties, ethnic or regions emerged cuz they though they didn’t have any acknowledgment. 
-Sometimes 2 popular leaders will emerge and give greater strength to the party and to the public. Political parties emerge cuz of social content, decision making process. 
-The c anadian political parties are: liberal, conservative, NPD, green, block quebecois, saq, party quebecois, the wildrose party (in Alberta). We have a full range of political parties. At the provincial level thers a diff range of configuration of parties. 
-These differences in partie alignment: some regions have features of political culture. Most parties have ideology (school of thought, collection of beliefs, consistant set of beliefs of the reasons of the ills of socitty and an actions programs to address these ills, to deal of these ills, concentrates on the role of the state). We use the terms left and right to address what party side they are. Left, social. Right, conservative, believe in a less strong role of the state, no problem with equality. 



Oct 9, 2012: Guest speaker
Community organizing and social movements 
· Organizing is about using the collective power of ppl to shift and shape the cultural, economic, political, and social aspects of the environment around us. 
· The Kingston Community Project: (democracy in Kingston) her book. 
· Economics: Managing the household. Economy, Society, Environment. Her job was to explain how the economy works and that it manages the household. Climate change and war was the result of how they measure the economics and how it changes. 
· Better beginnings, better futures. Community spaces for her to meet and work... at schools...
· MiningWatch Canada: set up in the late 1990s. To try to deal with mining companies in Canada. Brought communities together from around the world, tell us about mining. They had ppl coming from 11 countries. They needed to know about the companies, what they were doing, why and how. Trying to change policy in the federal level: like to try to improve fisheries, and environment laws,... They always worked in coalition with others. 
· Change Activities that work: -Create vision enthusiasm so that many diverse ppl want to be committees to the work; they build a growing base of support for an equitable society. –Make understanding about, and effective work on, key issues accessible to previously uninformed and inactive ppl. –Create and model sustainable alternatives for the provision....
· Establish multiple numbers of relationships of respect for all beings and each other, kindness and dignity; they do not seek to increase public fear. –By focusing on key contradictions in the system, transform the power of predatory elites, redistribute wealth... 
· Building the movement: our groups work holistically. Try to tell the truth about what we need. Develop a vision worth living our lives for. We create an environment where ppl feel at home with a new way of thinking. We develop activities together which build the community’s security in the economic and political terms. Find the financial resources we need...

Oct 11, 2012 
“Dominated and deprived individuals are likely to be disorganized as well as impoverished, whereas poor people with strong families, churches, unions, political parties, and ethnic alliances are not likely to be dominated or deprived for long.” –Michael Nalzer. 

-Finish the talk on political parties and go into advocacy groups. 
-Nov 13, speaker on media... 
-Oct 16, DGD in tbt  
 
-Comments on the guest speaker:  how to bring more ppl in to social movement, getting the public to decide. She spoke about how capitalism has its negatives, flaws in the capital system that we have. Importance of something u care about, fight for something. Bringing equalization for minorities, and capitalism dosnt really work and reach the minorities. 

-Idologies that Canadians subsbrib to : Liberalism, conservatism, socialism, nationalism, environmentalism, feminism. Usually tensions around the role of the state and the ideas of equality. 

-Ideology meaning :...
-Issues of federalism power vs provincial power
-functions of political parties, developing policy, recruiting ppl, shaping, interest aggregation., structuring the votes.
-Disfunctions of political parties: limiting political discores,... 
-Confusing the government mandate
-party organization
-seperation of provincial wings from the federal wings (lib of quec if different from the liberal of on.)
-election of leaders to parties. One member, one vote. 
-party systems, 5 distinct parties systems: 1917 (lib n conservative, kept parties going in the federal public service, building the nation, enormous corruption.) 1921 to 1957, great depression, war, political strength, regionalisation of the country emerged, challange federal authourity, federal power vs provincial, new parties joined in (NPD, Progressives, Social Credits). 1963 to 93: reliance of parties on electronic communication (tv, internet), revolutionizing the way parties with relating to the citizens, parties started to hire staff, finding better ways to raising fonds, major players of constitutional reform of the economy, split between fed wings and provincial wings of parties began to happen. 1993-: the emergence of the bloc Quebecois and the reform party. The election in 2006 brought the 5th system: brought the emergence of another party, rise of the NDP and the fall of the liberals,

 -Advocacy groups: or interest groups, or pressure groups. Orgas that sue the interest of groups of citizens by trying to influence the making of policy. Self interest groups, and Public interest groups (meanings of them...). Ad can range from small groups to the large groups like the Canadian medical association. Some groups that will not be described as advocacy groups but have advocacy functions. Theres a number of realted concepts: social movement (refer to the collection or nectworks of groups, citizens, parites, think tanks, anybody that have the same interest and that seek changes in it.). not every movement is a social movement. Change social values, economy. Feminin (they want to change the perception in the society...). the occupied movement is not accurate, it was just an event towards greater equity. Civil society refers to the groups, institutions that existes between the individual. Policy community: major players in a given policy domain, indludes public gov departmentns, pressure groups, coorperations. 

-Functions of advocacy groups: 1- political communication (transmitting demends from gov to citizens and from citizens to gov). 2- provide benefits to its members (they learn skills to be able to play the role of accuraty citizen). 3- linked to policy making and decision making (because of their expertise). 4- source of recruitment of political parties. 5- carry out certain duties for the government.6- perform a legitimation function (when they say they support a policy, then its big news). 

-proliferation of advocacy groups: social capiltal (sence of trust and reprocity wen ppl get to act wen they are acting collectively). These groups help ppl for enhance social groups. 

-What Putnam found was that the regions had dense networks. 
Oct 16, 2012 DGD

-not putting federalism on the midterm...
-nothing on parliemtary vs presidential on middy, or party systems...

-Mcguinty resigns, cuz he has learnt the value of family... 
-which party do you like, dislike: 
	-liberal: more likely to help with the education system... 
	-ndp... trying to work on an anti bullying policy (Amanda todd)
	-francophones are more likely to vote liberals, because conservatives seem mean towards them. 
	-non-partisans... 
	-Flaws in voting: ppl will make bad decision because they feel like they should vote the same way as their family. Follow family traditions. It is really influenced on were u live. 
	-discussion on why the green party is small n not alot of ppl vote for it

-3 topic areas (issues) that we’ve discussed in class:
	-constitution acts....
	-diff levels of democracy...
	-executive, legislative, judicial

	-political engagement 
	-levels of government 
	-representation -3 models of representation – trustee, delegated , party...
	-senate reform 
	-law making process
	-political parties : liberal, conservative, ndp, green, bloc quebecois
	-powers on the PM 
	-house vs senate 
	-advocacy group
	-confederation – have to know the dates 
	-political ideologies 
	-judicial branch 
-2 constitution acts
	
	-party organization
	-legislative process- 3 readings – law making
	-confederation dates
	-coalition gov.
	-senate reform 
	-representation

Oct 18 2012 
-Advocacy groups can be reffered to interest groups or pressure groups. Orga that persuii the interest of the population. 
-social capital: communittees would think networks of all kinds including adv are associated with civic associations. 
-methodes of advocacy: wat do they do to achieve their objectives: 1-something with public service with deputy service level. Will go to bate for a group when the disicion makers meet. Public servant 
2-Cultivate the PM and the PMO and the cabinet minister. Important ppl and they have tremondeous influence. 3They will try to pressure MPs and senetors. Mps and senetoras are not as influencual as the public servants. The influence on the policy development is on the public servants. If ur in an advocacy group u have to be very strategic. 4Policital parties in election time. Being receptive to what you have to say. U wanna get buy around elelction time. 5-The media. Obvious target. Groups will do alot of things to get medias aattention. They will hire their spokes persons. 6-The public at large through mass meanings, to meetings, internet, emails, span, public service annoncmennts and released to the public, get the public on ur side and get them convinced. 7- courts. If theres an issue that u feel strongly about, it wont hesitate to use the court. Taking government to courts and winning. 8-public inquirements (inquiry). Looking into issues. Will make a point of appearing before than. Ex: pipe makers. 9-civil disobedience. Ex: the student protests in quebec. Had huge public support. Its a risk for an advocacy group. 
-what are the determinants: 1-to have the sympathy of gov. 2-how much info you have, how much expertise. Gov will not seek u out if u have talent, expertise and information. 3- financial position. 4- s. Ur membership.  Bargending power with the gov. 5- the cohesiveness of the group. If the leadership is trusted. U have some leverage with the gov. 6- finances of the group itself. Money to do research. Will be listened to by the gov. 7- leadership and the prestige of the leadership. 8-popularity of the cause itself. If ur cause dosnt resignate with the public it wont resignate with the government. 9-absence of opposition. but Issues sometimes sneak up on the public. 10- show how ur objectives can meet with the governments objectives. Make a link with the objectives. So it can work.

-being an advocacy group in a federal state: one of ur challenges is you have numersou governance in a fed state and u have limites resources. You have to spread ur resources throughout all the provinces. Some groups are rlly disadvantaged by this. On the othter hand, having a lot of governance has advantage because if on governance don’t accept, you can try another. Another problem is that issues often get framed in terms of federal provincial relations, whos going to do it. Ex: child care... who is going to do it, who has the constitutional authority to do it. Can spell dome for ur policy. On the other hand, if u can get one or 2 government behind ur cause, u can get to a good place. Federalism posses both problems and advantages for advocacy groups.

-lobbying: the offert to influence gorver dicisions threw direct personal communication with key gov dicision makers. Comes from brittain,... lobbying is hidden. When it takes place in secret.. ppl wonder if secret activities are being made. Lobbying can be done by members or advocacy groups, they can hire ppl, hire lawyers.  Do lobbying, make tones of money. 
-the practice of senior public officiants leaving gov to become profesionaal lobbying. Can make lots of $$. What were they thinking about when they were in the gov in the halls of decision making and getting into lawbying. Also in place an office of commission lobbying to monitor whos doing. Almost lika csi. They look at everything. 
-The Canadian ppl are not russing to join advocacy groups. They are not active in this. But they are active in volunterring associations. 

-public bureaucracy: part of the executive branch. Refers to the ppl who implement public policy. Ppl who come under the cabinet minister, beginning with the deputy minister. Theyr suppose to be non partisan and to see if the laws are executed.
The public sector refers to the institutions of the state. The private sector: businesses, profit makers, self employed ppl, large corporations. The third sector: non profits making agencies, charities, coop. 
The total number of public servants of Canada is huge. 
-In terms of sctructure there are 3 types of public bereacaracy: 1-governments departments, finance , health. Theyr run by deputy ministers, appointed by the minister. Organized on a piramidel basis. Bellow is assistant deputy minister, and general deputy. 4 functions to develop policy, do programs, do research, work with other departments n groups. The most important departments is finance and treasury boards. 2- the crown agency. Can be one of 2 types: regulator agency (almost like a court, istablih n enforces rules n regulations), provides a service (elections Canada, parks Canada, candian foods inspections agencies, Canada post). 3- crown corporation (hydro companies, they deliver services and seeks to make a profit, operate at arms length of the gov, report to the gov).

-number of issues when we talk about public service: 1-merit system and the representation of the public service. The merit system took hold, ppl got hired because they were qualified. You may not get a public service that reflects the makeup of the society. Until the 1970s the merit systetm consisted of white males, few francophones, no ppl with disabilities, no aboriginals. They saw this obvious flaw. Things are very diff today. Women ppl with disability, moniroties are representated in the same proportion.
 2-The democratic control of the democracy. Media are therr to monitor wrong doings. Parliamtent committees monitor various department. Public servants report to the parliament. whistle blowing legislation. Doing wrong doings and not get punished.  Ministers often move from department to deparment often. This is an issue. 3- another concern was that they would messure theyr success by looking at how many employees they had, ppl working with them. The media is watching that are reporting directly to the parliament on the behaviour and policies of public services. 
3-third issues has to do with the policy instruments that the gove and public servants prefer and make use of it. Thers is 9 policy tools that a public servance will refer to minister. 
A- to do nothing. B- take symbolic action, set up committee . c- public exertation. Call for actions, urge actions. D- to use the tase system, tax credit ex: child care. E- to spend money. Develop a program, allocate founds. F- legislation and regulation. G-to impose a tax. We have a deficit so lets add a tax. H- to crate a gov corporation. i- to declare a stated emergency. 
Its a political decision on which to choice. They have their preferences on which they like to chose. Tools to use is theres a problem. 

MIDTERM
-chap 16, 7, 8, 10, 14, 15, 17, 2, 6, 5
-constitution... dates are important 
-political participation, what it is, what u can do to be engaged. 
-political parties
- 3 branches of government, not rly judiciary
-true or false, multiple choice, fill in the blanks, short questions
-speakers talk... her general points. 
