Key Names
Cesare Beccaria – Wrote Essays on Crime and Punishment, an influential work in the classical period. Seven main ideas: no one should be exempt from the law; there is consensus about the need to protect property and persons; to prevent a ‘war of all against all’, we freely enter into a social contract with the state and give up some freedoms; punishment must be exercised by the state to deter crime; punishment must be proportional to the crime; there should be as little law and as much due process as possible; all individuals are responsible for their actions and all should be treated equally
Cesare Lombroso- Wrote L’Uomo Deliquente (1876). An Italian doctor who worked with both soldiers and prisoners and decided to compare them. Concluded that criminals were “atavists” (less evolved people) who display physical marks of their criminality called “stigmata”.
Jeremy Bentham – 1748 to 1832, developed prescriptions for fitting punishments to crimes and deterring criminals who rationally use the hedonistic calculus; utilitarian
Lombroso & Ferrero – Wrote: The Female Offender, in which they argued that women are inherently vengeful and criminal and we need to control them with social prescriptions and moral teaching to curb their violent natures.
Albert Cohen – Wrote Delinquint Boys (1955), where he argued that working class school children were measured by the middle class measuring rod. When they failed to achieve the middle class cultural goals, they become frustrated, reject those values, and develop intensified, inverted “contraculture”. Subculture Theory.
Emile Durkheim – Provided a starting point for those looking at anomie / strain. Felt that society lacked regulatory strength and argued that the transition from mechanical solidarity to organic solidarity caused anomie.
Chicago School – Those who believed that something is pathologically wrong with society, and that community has a major influence on our behaviour. Theorized that we should adopt the human ecology approach to understand crime. Crime occurs because of a breakdown of social organization.
Karl Marx – Believed the economy underpinned (and ‘determined’)  all other social institutions, such as education and religion. Felt that the dominant bourgousie design the legal and criminal justice systems to benefit themselves at the cost of the subordinate proletariat and lumpenproletariat. For structural / instrumental Marxist comparisons, see definitions.
Adler - Wrote Sisters in Crime in  1975, in which she theorized that the women’s revolution had freed women to commit more crime than before.
Taylor, Walton & Young – Founders of the “crime as protest against oppression” perspective, one of the 9 ways to understand crime. Wrote The New Criminology (1973) wherein they argued that crime and other deviances should be understood as expressions of human behavior, and justifiable protest against injustice.
Sigmund Freud – Felt that the causes of crime were psychological. Important theories: 5 stages of development, and three components of personality.          
                
Anderson & Anderson – Questioned why marginalized people are more often wrongfully convicted, and theorized that something more than human error or random chance must be involved (2010).

Steven Truscott – Wrongly convicted. 14-year-old who spend most of his life in prison for the rape and murder of a 12-year-old classmate. Evidence against him was thoroughly discredited, and the police had “tunnel vision”.
Kohlberg – Developed his theory about the three stages of moral development: preconventional, conventional, postconventional. An example of a Psychological Causes of Crime theory.

Walter Reckless – Control / Containment theory, claimed that there are two types of control that keep us in check: outer control and inner control.

Travis Hirschi – Control / Containment theory. His social bond theory maintained that our closeness to society saves us from entering into criminality. The social bond has four components: attachment, commitment, involvement, belief.

Sykes & Matza – Explored the consciousness of delinquent and were interested in “subterranean values”; people who justify their behaviour can drift into a life of crime

C. Wright Mills – Conceptualized crime as a “private trouble with public roots”; emphasized the need to look at crime through a sociological lens.

