Criminology Definitions
Here’s a pretty comprehensive list of definitions (and some case studies / concepts) taught throughout CRM1300. Try making flashcards out of them.

Youth Pathway to Prostitution – There is a strong link between childhood abuse, running away, situational poverty (low income, marginal skills, unemployment, inadequate services and a steady demand for sex) and entering into the sex trade.

“Regime Shopping” – The process by which corporations will search for countries / foreign governments that will allow them to conduct their businesses in an economically ‘efficient’ manner

Feminism - Feminism refers to a set of theories about women’s oppression and a set of strategies for achieving liberation

Primary deviance – According to Lemert’s labelling theory, there are two types of deviance. Primary deviance is the initial action of an individual that elicit  social response. They are random and occur for a variety of reasons (does not define you)

Secondary deviance – Problems that arise out of social response to primary deviance; official responses can fundamentally change a person, shaping their character and understanding of themselves. They begin to self-identify as criminals.

Instrumental Marxism – Instrumental Marxists believe that the state and law are in direct service of the capitalist class (the rich and powerful members of society).

Structural Marxism – Structural Marxists believe that the state and law work on behalf of, but are not directly controlled by, capitalists. The law cannot be too blunt an instrument of oppression, or else people would revolt against it. By giving government and law a measure of justice and legitimacy, it will stop people from asking too many questions.

De-Criminalize – De-criminalization is a process whereby criminal charges for an activity (such as smoking marijuana) are removed. The substance is not ‘legal’ per se, but there are simply no rules or regulations around it.  Hackler advocated for the decriminalization of drugs.

Legalize – Legalization is process whereby the activity (such as smoking marijuana) becomes a totally legal substance, which can then be bought and sold, regulated, and taxed by the government.

Fraser Committee – Government committee that looked at issues of adult prostitution.

Badgley Committee – Government committee that looked at sexual offenses against children and youth; studied youth prostitution.

First degree murder – Planned and deliberate murder, with a minimum life sentence (25 years before parole). 5% of the 600 homicides per year are 1stdegree murder.

Second degree murder – Intentional homicide (but not planned or deliberate), with a minimum life sentence (10 years before parole). 30% of 600 homicides per year are 2nd degree murder.

Manslaughter – Voluntary or involuntary murder, can either be caused by passion / provocation, or accidentally. 60% of homicide cases are manslaughter.

Infanticide – A woman who causes the death of her newly-born child, not having recovered from the effects of childbirth. Maximum sentence of 5 years; very rare.

Serial murder – When one individual targets and kills other individuals repeatedly over time (such as Picton)

Mass murder – When an individual targets and kills a large number of individuals in a single incident (such as 9/11)
Cycle of violence – The phenomena whereby children who are abused often grow up to abuse others, such as their own children.

Victim – A person to whom harm was done or who suffered physical or emotional damage as a result of the commission of an offense; if the person is dead, ill, or otherwise incapacitated as a result of the crime being committed against them.

Hierarchy of justice – In a court room, the hierarchy of justice goes: Judge –> Jury –> Defence attorney (who represents the accused) and the Crown attorney (who represents the state); the victim is not represented in this scenario.

Bill C-10 – A new crime bill introduced by the Conservative Government of Canada which calls for more prisons, tougher sentences for youth, mandatory minimum sentences and allowing greater access to information for victims. Stephen Harper likes ignoring academics and logic when he makes policy.

Victim’s Movement – Movement for victims rights than began in the 1980s. The system isn’t designed to support victims; they even have to “apply” to be considered a victim and apply to submit an impact statement. Spawned the Federal Crime Prevention Strategy in 1988, which aimed to achieve recognition of victim’s rights.

Corporate crime – Systematic, every day operations in organizations designed to benefit the organization itself, such as polluting or producing faulty products.

White collar crime – People who use their positions of power to commit criminal acts designed to improve their own personal wealth (for example, embezzlers)

Mala in Se – Crimes that are morally offensive to all people, regardless of context. For example, murder and rape.

Mala Prohibita – Crimes that are ‘illegal’ because they have been deemed to be problematic for some reason, but are not morally offensive in and of themselves. For example, a person walking across a street is not morally offensive, but J-Walking is against the rules because it can cause problems.

Crime - Crime is a social construct (not a fact), which reflects a society’s understanding of what constitutes mala in se and mala prohibita forms of deviance.

Dark figure of crime – Much of crime is unknown to police. This is called the “dark figure of crime”. Police can reduce the dark figure of crime in certain areas, but in doing so might increase it in others. For example, if police shift their focus to drug crime, they will reduce the dark figure of drug crime, but may neglect other areas.

Deterrence – The idea that the punishment should outweigh the pleasure of a crime in order to prevent others from committing the crime (general) and the offender from re-offending (specific). In order for a punishment to deter others, it must be public, prompt and certain and laws must be clear, simple and socially accepted.

Unified Crime Reports – Since 1962, police in Canada have had to follow guidelines regarding crime statistics called UCRs. These are uniform procedures developed by Statistics Canada and analysed by the Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics.

Theoretical Crime Funnel – This is a theoretical funnel from actual crime to prison sentences which illustrates why “offenses known to the police” is the best level at which to capture crime statistics.

Consensus Philosophy – Acts are defined as crimes because they offend morals and we all agree they are bad; all guilty offenders are punished according to the law. The lower class are more likely to commit crime, and crime is a problem that needs to be addressed.

Conflict Philosophy – The interests of the ruling class define crime; the ruling class violate with impunity while the lower class are punished and there is no consensus around crime. The lower class are more likely to be labelled as “criminal”. Crime is a reaction to social conditions and depends on political and economic structures.

Actus Reus – The guilty act

Mens Rea – The guilty mind
Justice – Justice defies straightforward definition, but may involve human rights, fairness or just deserts. Justice can range from formal to information. There are five types of justice: criminal justice, civil justice, regulatory justice, restorative justice and social justice.

Civil / Tort law – The branch of law dedicated to dealing with personal arrangements, individual contracts and other individual vs. individual issues (like suing somebody for libel)

Administrative law – The branch of law dedicated to regulatory concerns; noncriminal regulations developed at a provincial level that deal with mala prohibita issues in society

Criminal Law – The branch of law governed by the Criminal Code of Canada. Offenses are “against the state” rather than against individuals. There are three types of offenses in criminal law: indictable offenses, summary conviction offenses, and dual procedure.

Indictable offense – Most serious criminal offenses, including rape, murder and kidnapping.

Summary conviction offense – Crime you’re more likely to get fines for than jail time. These crimes are less serious and carry a maximum sentence of 6 years jail time and/or $2000 fine. These include crimes like nuisance crimes and communication for the purposes of prostitution.

Dual procedure offense – The crown has the option to pursue the offense as either one or the other of the above (indictable offense or summary conviction offense).

Common law – Common law is judge-made law or “case law”. Essentially, the Federal government will introduce a law but leave it purposefully vague, allowing judges (through a series of cases which establish jurisprudence or “precedence”) to interpret the law according to the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms.

Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms – One of the most important laws in Canada, developed in 1982. It empowers judges to declare laws are invalid and/or reinterpret laws. It ensures our rights to religious freedoms, safeties and securities.
Donald Marshall – Aboriginal man who was wrongly accused for a crime and spent 16 years in jail in Nova Scotia.

David Milgaard – Wanderer who was wrongly accused of rape and murder and spent 23 years in jail; police targeted him and ignored other evidence.

Steven Truscott – Young boy who was wrongly accused of rape and murder of a classmate; the police had ‘tunnel vision’ and ignored any counter-evidence.

Crude Crime Rate – # of crimes reported in a year / estimated yearly population x 100,000

Clearance rates – Police efficacy is measured by clearance rates. These are expressed as crimes solved / crimes known.

Hazardous products – Products that harm or kill consumers. There are 30,000 deaths and 20 million injuries annually from hazardous products sold in North America.

Observational studies – Studies about criminology which view crime in its natural setting. These come in the form of first-hand accounts, and academic studies wherein theorists immerse themselves in communities they wish to study.

Victim Surveys – Victim surveys ask for information about experiences of victimization over the course of the “past year”. These surveys are conducted by phone and ask many questions about peoples’ victimization. Primary example: The Canadian Victimization Survey (1982).

Self-Report studies – Studies wherein people are asked to confess their crimes. Usually highschool students are asked these questions.

Maturational reform – The phenomenon of declining crime rate as people age.

Protection of Sexually Exploited Children Act - An Alberta government act which gave power to police to “detain” youth prostitutes and provide “treatment” against their will.

Bhopal Disaster - An example of corporate crimes against the environment. Union Carbide Corporation mismanaged their plant in Bhopal India, and toxic chemicals spilled into the air causing thousands of deaths and long-term health issues for those who survived.

Workplace injuries / fatalities – When unsafe working conditions cause death or injury. In Canada, one employee is injured every six seconds and a death occurs every 2 hours (3rd leading cause of death) – about half of these are due to negligence.  The occupational death rate is 7 / 100,000 compared to only 2 / 100,000 for murder rate.

Fraser Committee - Committee formed by the government to look at the issue of adult prostitution. Argued that soliciting laws failed to meet objectives and ended up dehumanizing and victimizing prostitutes. In the long term, it advocated for programs to address social and economic conditions faced by prostitutes; in the short term it advocated for government establishing areas in the city (or private dwellings) where prostitution can occur. Government responded with the communication laws, which simply made matters worse.

Badgley Committee - Committee formed by the government which looked at the issue of youth prostitution. Found that a majority of young prostitutes are women, and a surprisingly large percentage are under the age of 16. Recommended criminalizing pimping, procuring and providing youth prostitution; made matters worse by recommending criminalizing the trade.

Reed Paper -Between 1960 and 1972, Reed Paper discharged 900 kgs of mercury into surrounding water systems in Dryden Ontario, devastating the environment and local Aboriginal populations. Government did not hold them accountable. Example of the second type of corporate crime – crimes against the environment.

Sydney Tar Ponds – 1990s, Sydney Steel Corp dumped 700,000 tons of carcinogenic waste into waters near downtown Sydney. Caused the closing of the lobster industry. While they were seen to have violated the Clean Air Act and their employees died of cancer at a disproportionate rate, they were never held accountable. Example of the second type of corporate crime – crimes against the environment.

Ford Pinto Case – Ford produced a car called the Pinto in the 1960s to capitalize on the new interest in compact cars. It had a faulty gas tank, but rather than fix it, Ford calculated that it would cost less just to sell them and then pay damages after the fact. 500 killed or maimed.  Nobody held accountable. Example of the third type of corporate crime – crimes against consumers.

Carragh Resources – 1988, a $100M coal mine project was installed in Nova Scotia. It was heavily funded by public and private interests, despite the fact that the area of the mine was known to be unstable and dangerous. Despite warning signs, nothing was done to improve safety and in 1992 there was a methane explosion that killed 26 workers. It was proven that safety precautions were not taken and workers were intimidated into accepting unsafe conditions. Nobody was held accountable. Example of the fourth type of corporate crime – crimes against employees.

Memory Fade - The process by which minor incidents are forgotten.

Telescoping – The phenomenon wherein people will report serious old crimes as being more recent (for example, somebody who was robbed 2 years ago might say they were robbed in the past year when called for a victimization survey).

