Lecture 15: Archaic Greek Warfare

Riace Bronzes
· found in 1980 in sea by Riace, Italy
· hollow cast bronze warrior statues
· not Archaic kourai because …
· different posture; relaxed
· no symmetry
· no Archaic smile
· short hair with facial hair
· possibly holding shields and spears

The Archaic Age Ended With Multiple Wars (750-480 BC)
Who? When? Why? How?
· “chigi vase” [key-gee]: 7th century Corinth jug to pour wine
· Depiction of man playing a flute with 2 ends
· Found in Tuscany, Italy
· This is evidence of trade between the Etruscans and Corinthians
· Earliest representation of Archaic warfare illustration
· Only representation/evidence of soldiers marching with music
· Warriors had spears
· Orientalizing used in portraying a sphinx

· Agriculture & warfare worked together
· Farmers defend and support the poleis
· Prisoners of War provided income for polis
· Greek POW: freed or ransomed
· Non Greek POW: kept or sold as slaves
· Casualties had equipment stripped/recycled (personal usage/made into trophy display)
· Bodies returned unmutilated
· Truce declared for burials

WHY?
To gain:	individual/group prestige OR territory to expand polis (disputes over land)

WHEN?
· 1 day duration
· From March to October
· During daylight hours only

WHO?
· Land owning citizen farmers
· No mercenaries
· 3 categories of male warriors
1. Cavalry
a. From the dark age
b. Aristocratic
c. Used small horses with no stirrups
d. Only lightly used (5% of army)
e. No chariots  landscape is mountainous
2. Hoplites
a. Heavily armed infantry men
b. Panoply: equipment (hopla)
c. Helmet
d. Cuirass (breastplate)
e. Greaves (shin pads)
f. Hoplon (shield)
g. Spear
· Helmet: bronze with crest of horse hair
· Restricted vision
· Neck unprotected
· Hot, heavy & hard to wear
· Cuirass: bronze & uncommon
· Hot, heavy & can be pierced by a spear
· More common: linen cuirass
· Glued 7 layers of linen together
· Cut out to protective shape
· Like an ancient Kevlar vest
· Was lighter, cooler, and cheaper
· Hoplon: bronze covered wood
· 1 m wide, 6 kg 
· Put arm through a strap and hold a handle
· Decorated to scare opponents (lion, Medusa, etc.)

· Fight in Phalanx Formation
· Music to make sure they march in time 
· 8 rows of men deep, 100s wide
· 1st 3 rows had spears over their shoulders; others hold spears upright
· Back row push front forward until one side gave way
· Pursuit of losers = rare
· Heavy armour & no desire to fight

3. Light Armed Troops
a. Couldn’t afford panoply
b. Slingers and archers
c. Poor, not land owners
d. Rarely used in Archaic Age

· Winners set up a trophy to display their win over the opposing @ the end of battle

Archaic Age = Age of Colonization
· Development of piracy & naval warfare
· Thalassocracies in
· Phokaia (metropolis of Massalia)
· Samos (Polykrates)
· Elsewhere (pg 111)

Trireme
· “tri” = three, “-reme” = rowers
· Basic fighting ship
· Must work in time to be efficient
· Carried cushions to be able to slide
· Rowed in time with a flute to keep speed
· Ram: bronze covered oak head at the bow
· Boat is very long and narrow (40 m long)
· Rope taught from bow to stern to prevent belly sagging
· Rowers from low social class (had no money to buy armour)
· Citizen navy not slaves
· Approximately 125 rowers per ship with a few officers
· Sails used whenever possible to save energy
· Battle technique was tricky  had to keep proper speed to be able to ram into other ships but be able to back out again as well

Land Battle at Himera: 480 BC
· Akragas & Syracuse (Greek) vs Himera & Carthage
· Greeks win 
· Akragas got slaves from Himera & Carthage
· Used to make buildings
· Syracuse gained 2/3 of Sicily

More Sicily Conflict
· Carthage destroyed Selinus
· Syracuse destroyed Motya
· Found charioteer marble statues in Selinus 
· Naval Battle of Cumae: 474 BC
· Syracuse vs Etruscans
· Greek win  proof = bronze Etruscans helmet
· Inscription on the inside telling of victory
· Western Greek battles were less known

The Persian Empire: 490 BC
· Leader: Darius
· 20 provinces = satropy made the empire
· Governed by satrap
· Supply troops for Darius
· Collect taxes
· Keep satropy in line
· Lydia satropy capital: Sardis
· Tyrants in satrapies gave tyranny a bad rap

Forces of Darius
· Light infantry: used arrows/battle axes
· Little body armour: smaller/lighter shields
· Used chariots (wide open spaces with many horses used)
· Cavalry: armour for riders and their horses
· Navy: Phoenicians & Ionians

Persian Wars: 499-479 BC
· Revolt by Miletus against Persian rule
· Against the tyrants
· Greek cities (Athens & Euboia) joined together to burn Lydian capital Sardis 
· 494: Persians revolt & destroy Miletus
· Persians decide to punish Hellenes (on land and sea)

PHASE I: 492BC
· Mardonius march on Hellas
· Storm of Mt Athos
PHASE II: 490BC
· Attack across Agean (island hopping)
· 1st land at Euboia & destroy capital Eretria
· Cross over to Marathon in Attica
· Athenians send a runner to Sparta to get help (2 days to reach)
· Plataia helps Athenians but NOT Sparta (busy with religious festival)
· BATTLE OF MARATHON
· 1st historical account of large pitched battle in European history
· Pushed Persians to center of battlefield to surround
· Caused Persians to flee for being scared
· Didn’t use horses  why?? Had perfect landscape for it
· Greeks beat Persians so bad (192 Greek casualties, many Persians)
· Runner: Athens  Sparta  Marathon  Athens; declared Greek victory & died
· Athenian General Miltiades dedicated his own helmet to Zeus for the victory at Olympia
· 192 Greek casualties: cremated/buried at battlefield under tumulus (soros)
· However no archaeological evidence of graves
PHASE III: 480BC
· Xerxes invades after Darius died 
· Largest invasion force of Europe until D-Day in WWII
· A canal built at Mt Athos for ships to pass through
· Themistokles (ΘΕΜΙΣΤΟΚΛΗΣ): “Father of the Athenian Navy”
· Silver mines discovered  used to build triremes
· Opponents exiled  to agree to use silver to build 200 triremes
· Defense league of 31 polis
· Battle of Thermopylae
· Leonidas of Sparta  defeated hero
· Small army to delay Persians
· There were more than 300 men (also had helots to help)
· Pass = too narrow for the huge Persian army
· Were whipped forward by generals from behind
· Leonidas was betrayed   created a Persian ultimatum
· MOΛΩΝ ΛΑΒΕ  “come and get” was the response by Leonidas
· Buried at Thermopylae soros
· Leonidas lost but bought time for other Greeks to prepare
· He was mutilated/decapitated with head put on a spear
· Persian ships destroyed in storm
· Defeat of 300 = Persians destroy Athens  looks like Persians will add Hellas to their empire
· Athens evacuated & prepared
· Korai (male statues) thrown down acropolis wells
· Persuaded a sea battle which destroyed at Battle of Salamis 480BC
· Possibly same day as Himera battle
· Xerxes returned home	
· Land force told to stay for the winter and fight again in the spring
· Battle of Plataia: 474 BC
· Last Persian war battle
· Greek victory
· End of Archaic Age
· Soldiers retreat to camp and were slaughtered after their general was killed
· SAVED HELLAS FROM BARBARIAN RULE
· Dedicate Serpent Column
· Named all 30 polis involved
· Dedicated to Delphi for Apollo
· Now in Istanbul, Turkey

Importance of Persian Wars
· Major turning point in Western history
· 2 Hellenic super powers emerge
· SPARTANS on land
· [bookmark: _GoBack]ATHENIANS on sea


