
Lecture 15: Archaic Greek Warfare aka Greek Warfare, Persian Wars p.110-115
Ρ ρ Rho is for the Riace Bronzes

Chigi vase

Warfare in the Archaic Age: 

· why?

· when?

· prisoners & casualties

Land Warfare (who?)

· Cavalry

· heavy infantry (hoplite)

· Panoply: hopla: helmet, cuirass, greaves, hoplon, devices, spear, sword

· phalanx

· light infantry: slingers, archers

Naval warfare (& piracy)

· thalassocracies: Phokaia, Samos (Polykrates)

· trireme: ram

Archaic Age Wars
Western Greeks

· Sicily: Battle of Himera 480

· Akragas, Himera, Carthage, Syracuse

· results

· Carthage vs Selinus (409 BCE)

· Syracuse vs Motya (charioteer) (397 BCE)

· Cumae (474 BCE)

· Syracuse vs Etruscans (Tyrrhenians)

· dedication of Hieron

Persian Wars 499-479 BCE
· Persia: Darius, satrapy, satrap, Sardis,

· 499: Ionian Revolt: Miletus, Athens, Eretria (Euboia), Sardis. Led by miletus because the Ionians greeks in Asia Minor revolted against persian rule in 499 BC. Two island helped Eretria ( euboia) and Athens both sent waships to Sardis ( the provincial capital of persia) were they took over and burn the place down.
Phase I (492)

· Mardonius, Mt. Athos.  Darius appointed Mardonius as one of his generals and, after the Ionian Revolt, sent him in 492 BC to punish the Greek city-state of Athens for assisting the Ionians. On his way to Athens, he used his army in the Ionian cities to depose the Persian tyrants and set up democratic governments, an action which surprised the Greeks at that time. Historians consider that he may have taken this action so that the Ionians would not revolt a second time after the Persian army had passed through.[1] His fleet and army then passed across the Hellespont. Mardonius first attacked Thasos, a Greek island which possessed gold mines.
Phase II (490)

· Battle of Marathon (Herodotus)

· Athens, Plataia

· myth of Marathon

· Miltiades

· soros

Phase III (480 BCE)

· Xerxes

· Themistokles

· Thermopylai: Leonidas

· Salamis

· Plataia (479 BCE)

· Serpent Column @ Delphi

Importance of the Persian Wars

Words to Remember

People: 

hoplite, 

Etruscans, 

Herodotus,

 Darius, 

Mardonius,

 Miltiades,

 Xerxes, 

Themistokles,

 Leonidas
Places:

 Himera, 

Carthage, 

Akragas, 

Syracuse, 

Motya, 

Sardis, 

Miletus, 

Athens,

 Eretria (Euboia),

 Mt. Athos, 

Marathon, 

Plataia, 

Thermopylai, 

Salamis

Terms:

 Chigi vase, 

panoply, 

hopla, 

cuirass, 

greaves, 

hoplon, 

devices,

 phalanx,

 thalassocracy,

 trireme, 

ram, 

satrapy, 

satrap, 

soros, 

serpent column

Points to Ponder

1. What differences do you detect between ancient and modern armies and warfare? 

2. What super powers were rivals of the Greeks in Sicily in the late Archaic Age? Why? Who was on the winning side?

3. Why are the Persian Wars important to western civilization?


