MUSI 1002									Sept. 7/12
alyssa_woods@carleton.ca
**use third edition of textbook for book #1, can use 1st ed for second book** (haven)

Paper due Nov.16

Shulker, Roy.  Understanding Popular Music Culture. 3rd edition
Brackett, David, editor. The pop, rock, and soul reader: Histories and Debates, 2nd edition

Popular music criticism:
· journalistic writing (concert/album reviews, blogs, tweeting, etc)
· can be important bc you can see reactions the moment they receive critical attention
· academic/scholarly writing
· books and articles from a variety of different disciplines. Including sociology, musicology, media studies, etc.
· tend to engage broad range of theories, 
· written after the fact so they have different perspective
· in the 90s we saw lots of writing on pop music emerging

What is popular music?
· Defined differently in different regions or countries
· Commercialization
· Status as a commodity
· Mass appeal- music that appeals to large audiences
Considerations include:
· Geographical location
· Time period- what was thought of as popular a decade ago is dif now
· Social and cultural context
Classical music = music of the western musical art (Mozart, Bach…)

People define pop music by what it is not. 
· Things get classified as popular because they sound a certain way (ie underground hip hop artists)

Culture can be understood as the ever-changing values, traditions, social and political relationships, and world-view shared by a group of people bound together by a combination of factors that can include a common history, language, social class and/or religion

A dominant culture stands at the centre of society
Subordinate cultures lack access to power and resources (less dominant)

Eurocentrism: the dominant center of our culture still reflects white, upper-class, western, heterosexual male perspectives
The western canon: the body of cultural knowledge that is said to be important for an educated or “cultured” person to know

Musical Elements:
Timbre – Colour of a musical sound, the quality that distinguishes one instrument from another (ex. A piano vs. a saxophone)

Intensity – the loudness of a musical sound

Pitch – we hear sound as wave vibrations, when a sound vibrates at a specific frequency, then it has a definite pitch. We identify rapidly vibrating sounds as 

Instrumentation – the range of timbres in a performance
		-instruments used (voice, electronic sounds, etc)

Performing style – how the instruments are played or how the voice is used

Dynamics – graduations of intensity, volume levels (loud and soft)
[bookmark: _GoBack]		-inflection is a subtle use of dynamics
Rhythm

Melody and Harmony – 2 different but intertwined ways of organizing pitch
			-a group of pitches heard as a series is a melodic line
			
texture – the various relationships amomng parts (each instrument or voice is a part)

Form  - the organization of music in time
	-it emerges from the interactions of all the elements
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