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Giorgio Vasari (1511-1574)
Wrote short biographies on various artists, etc.
First author to use the term ‘renaissance’
Believed that after the fall of the Romans, artists adopted a limited style of art
But the artists ‘rediscovered’ techniques in painting and sculpture
Renaissance
‘rebirth’
discovery of Greek and Roman works of art
vitality of Greek and Roman culture was lost during the Dark ages but was rediscovered
reinvigoration of the Christian faith
for Protestants and other denominations
humanism- brought aspects of the ancient world that was brought forth
main focus was the rediscovery of the writings Greeks and Romans (humane letters)
humane letters- how to lead a virtuous life
foundations of the scientific method was implemented, also know as the Scientific revolution
Galileo as a central figure
Most art was dedicated to Christianity
Biggest challenge- How to make reconcile Christianity with oter thoughts, values, etc.
All artists needed patrons
The patrons did it for the reputation

Renaissance Italy
Kingdom of Naples (Kingdom of the Two Sicilies)
By the 15th century the king was Spanish 
The King of Aragon became king through family connections
Papal States
The territory meant that the Pope had an income
1309-1378- Popes were in France
French cardinals picked a new pope
Council of Konstanz
Popes patronized lots of artists

Duchy of Milan
Other Duchies
Republic of Florence (later grand Duchy of Tuscany)
Medici family was enormously influential
Politically astute- sat in the background
Cosimo Medici- head
Grandson- Lorenzo the Magnificent
Resentment eventually bubbled up
Medici were driven out and a friar named Savanarola became the religious leader of Florence
Medici were invited back and became rulers again
They called themselves dukes
1537: Dukes of Florence
1569: Grand Dukes of Tuscany
Pope Clement VII, Pope Leo X were Medici
Republic of Venice
Two classes
Ordinary people
Patricians
Dukes were elected
Never from the same family
Republic of Genoa
Controlled Corsica
Duchy- ruled by dukes
Republics- ruled by citizens

1494- King of France discovered that he had a better right to be king of Naples
France invaded Italy but stopped at Naples and went back
Next king tried to invade Milan
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