Sex Work – March 14th 2012
· Overview of sex work in Canada
· Historical and discursive context 
· Laws today 
· The laws 
· Implications of the law 
· Mayths and misconception 
· Stigma
· Interpersonal, structural, whore 
· Implications and manifestations  
· Guest Speaker: Lindsay 
The difficulty of drawing ONE picture 
· Called work, and not prostitution because we are taking it from a labour perspective 
· He experiences did not match what everyone was saying about it 
· Most studies are about “captive populations” 
· Available data is hard to generalize 
· Diversity of work places and working conditions 
· Many socio-demographic profiles 
· Not just low-socioeconomic people 
· Reasons evoked for having done sex work 
· The organization of labour 
· Criminalization 
· Sex work is an occupational category and not a job description 
· Escorts – intimacy/occupation...different than fifty bucks for a blowjob  
· They go to sex workers for: Sex, companionship, specific services – not to exploit them 
What do we know about sex workers?
· Adult women, men, transgendered
· All age groups
· Civil status and familial responsibilities 
· Varied education 
· Different types of alcohol and drug use 
· Public service users
· Use condoms at work 
· Main reason for doing sex work: money 
· No typical sex workers and not typical client 
· Sex workers give the answer that they do what they do for the money 
· Enjoy company, want money to themselves, like immediacy, like being in control of themselves 
· Sector – the street- workers can work when they want to 
· Just do it for extra cash (doesn’t work by working at a brothel/building a business) 
· Skills and competencies 
· ...technical skills
· ...interpersonal skils
· ...physical competencies 
· ...personal competencies 
· ...business skills
· ...”coping” skills 
· Myth: sex work is easy money 
· Yes its quick, but its not easy 
Historical context 
Prostitution as a “social problem” 
· Industrial Revolution (not a problem) 
· Part of a working class community 
· Turn of the century (social problem) 
· Moral entrepreneurs (claims makers) 
· Often religion based 
· Social purified movement 
· White slave trade 
· A new folk devil arises – 
· Solution:
· Save “innocent” women 
· Harsher penalties for culpable women and procedures 
· end up with laws that restrict working sex workers such as being out late on the street 
· 1980s 
· Community groups (principle claims makers) 
· Street based sex working always exists in working class  communities (Byward Market) 
· Its not the sex workers move into the area, its that the people living there are changing 
· The residents start to change so there is a pricess of gentrification, people began to buy and once they have them they want to make sure thaty the houses will stay at the price that they are – the people that move in have something that the sex workers don’t have – economic capital, and political capital 
· “not in my backyard” – don’t really care where they go 
· Question of rights of the “community” 
· Solution: 
· Increased sanctions 
· Increased policing 
· Deterrence measures 
· Changing the streets in Ottawa to stop clients from cictling in the market, had ride programs to make sure people weren’t drinking 
The discursive Context 
Competing frames of reference 
· 1) Sex work as violence (radical) 
· Violence is inherent  
· Its two-fold 
· VS.
· 2) Sex work is immoral (religious) 
· Damaging society 
· Ask syd
· VS. 
· Sex work as nuisance
· Community is the victim
· Focussed on street-based workers  
· VS 
· Sex work as work 
· Violence is contextual 
Legal Context: History 
· In Canada the exchange of sexual services for compensation has never been illegal 
· 1839 to 1892 common prostitute –  a status offence 
· It was her being in public that was breaking the law – she had to account for why she was there ( only known sex workers) 
· 1865 The Contagious Disease Act 
· Gonorrhea/syphilis contained for 3 months in jail to protect military 
· 1892-1972 Vagrancy C
· Idea of the status – that it was a gendered offence, and that it was her status 
· 1970 Challenge to soliciting law 
· To get charge, the soliciting has to be pressing and persistent 
· 1972 ‘Soliciting law”
· 
· 1978 Supreme Court – Hutt
· Police said its too hard to control sex worker
· 1985 Communication Law 
· Communicating in public for the purpose of prostitutions 
Current Laws
· Section 212
· Procuring and living off the avails (max 10 years) 
· Case law has found that if the sex worker has a moral obligation to share money with you, it doesn’t count  (kids, disabled) 
· Section 210 
· Being found in, or running a bawdy house (summary/2years) 
· Bawdy house: An establish for immoral purposes 
· Law also used to control against bath houses 
· Courts not comfortable convicting clients 
· Section 213 
· Communicating: offering in public to buy or sell sexual services ( summary conviction) 
· Gets gender neutral (men/women charged as workers/clients 
Implications of bawdy house laws
· A bawdy house is 
· Covered/enclosed 
· Used frequently, regularly, or habitually (2 times +) 
· Example: 
· Work apartments/brothels 
· Sex workers home 
· Erotic parlors 
...alone or with other sex workers?
· Which means sex workers cannot work out of their home (where they have control/feel comfortable)
· They have security/ know where the exits on  
· Sex workers are prohibited: 
· From exercising prostitution at home or another location 
· From having other sex workers use their home and 
· From working woth another sex worker in the same location 
· They are also at risk of eviction if found guilty of using their homes for the purpose of prostitution 
· What is the impact on the rifht to associate with others?
Article 212: Laws on procuring and “living on the avails of the prostitution of others” 
· Rendered illegal: 
· Intermediaries (or 3rd parties) 
· Referring a client to a sex workers 
· Hiring someone to manage (answer the phone, place ads) or for transport 
· Rendered difficult to practice sec work in security 
· Criminalizes professional relationships established for safety or economic reasons, ot to ensure repect of the initial engagement (owner, manager, chauffeur, receptionist, ....) 
· Very rarely applied to protect women from violence 
· Talking about women turning apartments into brothels 
· Sex workers don’t have options that would help their safety 
· Crimnalizes sex workers personal relationships 
· Police can assume that roommate, intimate partners, and family members live on the earnings of prostitution – ie. that they receive an economic advantage from prostitution 
· What impact does this have on the right to the presumption of innocence ?
· This article reverses the burden of proof, by presuming the guiltiness of the accused and requiring that he/she demonstrates he/she is not guilty of living in the avails of prostitution 
Article 213: communicating in public places for the purposes of prostitution 
· Parliament tabled the Fraser committee report, and in fact, expanded the definition to include and punish clients related to communication 
· It is illegal for anyone to publically solicit or negotiate an exchange of sexual services for money (read: in public places like in the street, parks or in bars) 
· The application of the article on communication 
· Displaces street prosituion in industrial and unsupervised areas of the city 
· Constrains working conditions and decreases the number of clientele 
· Ensures that sex workers do not have enough time for adequate negotiation of their services 
· Forces sex workers to modify their working schedules (hours or days) so that they can avoid police 
· Sex workers are trying to blend in, not wearing the “hooker costume anymore
Street based prostitution (cont’d) 
· The law is applied disproportionatly: the majority or arrests target street based workers 
· Public nuisance and “street sweeps”| 
Ontario Superior Court of Justice Himel Decision – Sept. 28th 2010 
· Charter challenge (section 7) to prostitution law (Bedford vs. Canada) 
· Ruling that CC s 213 (1) (c); 210 and 212(1) j violate section 7 of Charter 
· S213 (1)(c) Every person who in a public place or in any place open to public view...stops or attempts to stop any person or in any matter communicates or attempts to communicate with any person 
· S. 210 
· 212(1)(j) every one who lives wholly or in part on the aials of prostitution of another person 
· ~~currently under appeal~~
· This means that for the time being, all these laws are in effect 
Strategies for law Reform 
· criminalization 
· current Canadian Law 
· exchange of sex...there COULD be more criminalization 
· legalization 
· Nevada/Holland/germany its legal 
· Its inevitable...so they make laws to try and control it 
· So they make conditions where it is legal 
· Those who work out of the restrictions are criminalized (ex: Nevada –only work in brothels) 
· Nevada regulations: Sexual health tests 1/week, mandatory HIV testing, ensuring clients use condems, expensive license, and must be registered – VERY highly regulated ...which creates negative working conditions 
· partial criminalization (ie. “The Swedish Model”) 
· based on radical 2nd wave feminist thinking 
· criminalization for buying not selling (hasn’t worked so far) 
· the thought is that this will eliminate the client based)
· decriminalization 
· new Zealand 
· removing the laws that criminalize sex workers 
· idea: not to impose the regulations 
· sex workers regulated as any other jobs – normal zoning restrictions but not extra ones
Shit Sex Workers Says
· its a form of resistance 
· nobodys one experience is the same as anyone else’s 

· sex work is an umbrella term (webcam/porn/stripping
· specifically indoor sex work (escorting) 
· comes privellage (educated/white/middle class) 
· stared at age 24 
· didn’t have time for him, so he offered money for sex 
· since there: ads on craigslist ...evolved into fulltime career 
· parents know
· common law partner knows (lives with them) 
· secondary partner who also knows
· came out to her parents 
· mom was doing taxes – thought she was unemployed 
· impressed that she can take advantage of such a gold mine 
· telling partner 
· open relationship, how would you feel if I started charging them 
· he just doesn’t care, he knows its work 
· common misconceptions 
· bad childhood/psychologically damaged 
· false, doesn’t know anyone who that applied to 
· its the stigma thats damaging 
· sex workers are drug addicts 
· there are drug abusers in all groups (students) cannot be generally applied 
· many don’t drink/smoke, or relate with clients who do 
· don’t know if they are drugging you, or how they will react 
· its not skilled labour – laying on your back playing dressup 
· learn new skills 
· interpersonal skills – converse with strangers and keep them entertained 
· good administrative skills (e-mails, phone, ads
· time management (flexible hours) 
· creativity 
· set boundary’s limits – manage clients behaviour (ex: defensive behaviour)
· its dangerous 
· clients aren’t scary people 
· quote “ who is my client...” 
· clients are normally intimidated 
· who do they need to protect themselves from? 
· Society’s ridicule 
· Secrets from family/stereotypes 
· Violence against women 
· Ignores males/trans (their stories are never told) 
· Stigma is the MOST damaging 
· Email: anonymous person saying 
· How is it different than bringing home a stranger from the bar 
· What difference does the money make...many men 
· Many men pay for dinner and expect sex
· More likely to be raped by boyfriends than clients 
· Disabled clients – they have sexual needs too 
· Interview: Feb 28: Ontario today....cbc 
· How do you draw the line between physical/mental disabilities 
· If they have the ability to ask for sex, they can consent to sex 
· How do you advertise ?
· Escort review boards: forums where clients and escorts write review 
· Personal websites 
· Adults 18 + 
· Asks for ID 
· Screening 
· Name and phone number 
· Bad date lists: run phone numbers
· Violence, waste of time, rude
· Quest 
· There can be a lot of miscommunication (code words) 
· Transportation fee 
· Charges an extra fee for outcalls 
· Typical Call
· Arrive on time (1hr) 
· Won’t let creepy people up (looks if their drunk) through lobby cam and buzz them up 
· Hugs and cheek kissing 
· Pays money, she counts it 
· Put is someplace where he can’t see 
· Keep them on the couch for 20 mins (or aslong as possible) 
· Go to the bedroom and do what he wants 
· Cue to leave: start getting dressed 
· Hotels are basically the same (ballet shoes, but slutty shoes on in the elevator) 
· Location 
· Work mostly out of hotels 
· Employees don’t really notice you  
· The Arc- grimy 
· Don’t go where there are key cards 
· Age 
· 35-45
· Don’t ask personal questions 
· Loves work – wouldn’t make it a career if she didn’t
· How much business
· It fluctuates 
· Must keep up on advertisement 
· Beauty Scripts in the Sex Industry 
· Young, white, slender, feminine 
· She doesn’t play into the script 
· There is a script you must play out 
· Women of colour: fetish of “the exotic other” 
· Sexual identity – doesn’t identify as anything – bisexual means gender binary
· I don’t believe in sexual identities 
· I just say queer as an answer (catch all term for gay/lez/trans) 
· Shes not heteronormative 
· Pricing
· Didn’t do research 
· She was charging by the act – big no no (abuse time limits) 
· Thought she was making great money, but was WAY low compared to escort forums 
· 180hr then, 240hr now 
· High price means being exclusive 
· GFE : girlfriend experience 
· Certain acts and attitudes 
· Making out, blow job, dining, there is a whole different language 
· PSE: porn star
· 
· Seen as disposable 
· Criminalized 
· Jokes about killing hookers: no your not, you don’t know what its like 
· Small Ottawa escort community 
· No discretion, everyone talks 
· 
· 
· 
· 
