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Lecture 1: Intro to Policing in Canada
[bookmark: _GoBack]Chapter 1: The origins and evolution of Police work
Will look at:
· Historical roots of policing in Canada
· Personal, group or tribal retaliation was applied against those whose behaviour contravened established folkways and customs. Therefore there were no individuals or organizations charged with the task of enforcing laws.
· Effectiveness of self-policing began to diminish and so codes of laws were put into place, they were then enforced by the military. 
· Peelian principles
· Today’s policing statistics
· Structures and roles of the police- municipal, provincial, RCMP
The Corps of Vigiles: 
· Rome c. 6 AD- non-military slaves assigned to firefighting and crime- grew to 7000 in number
· One vigile for every 75 romans (today 1 police for every 350 Canadians and 650 Americans).
Kin Police in Greece
· Early Greece- concept that community was comprised of ‘kin’ who policed each other [early ‘community policing’]
· Later prosperity created greater wealth concentrated in the hands of a few
· Led to social classes and the need to put individual and class interests before the interests of the community as a whole.
In England: Community Policing Redux
· ‘hue and cry’ of every able-bodied man- voluntary- no pay
· Every able bodied man was responsible for responding to in the pursuit and apprehension of law violated.
· Avoiders given similar sentence as accused if they did not respond to the hue and cry
· Alfred the Great: (9th C) armies too expensive for maintaining domestic order and peacekeeping. Therefore he created the Frankpledge system, reviving Community Policing concept (every individual is responsible for his neighbours). Elected a concept called ‘tythingmen’ who were assigned to protect 10 families and the people who joined this were men between the ages of 15-60. What they did was keep order; respond to crimes and set off the ‘hue and cry’, were responsible for local government within community, and collect fines for charges against breaching the peace.
· As villages grew into shires, tyths were grouped together so that there were ten tyths that were headed by one ‘hundredman’.
· Constables were appointed by noblemen and they were in charge of equipment and weapons.
· Shire-reeves were appointed to oversee hundreds of constables and they were to uphold the crowns authority as they were appointed by the king.
With Henry III (by 1252)
· policing had shifted to state responsibility with the first ‘watch & ward’ system = two watchmen for every constable = 16 at every town gate to protect community during darkness. Once again all able-bodied men were required to serve a term.
· Statute of Winchester (1285) =policing again a community responsibility = revived ‘hue and cry’ and ‘night watches’
· Justice of Peace Act (1361) - JP became highest peace officer replacing shire-reeves = such concentration of authority in one person led to corruption. . By 1500s, constabulary volunteers deteriorated and so they began to use the unemployed and unemployable because of the shift from agriculture to industry made policing hard.
· Statute of Westminster 
Modern Policing
· Henry fielding was a justice of the peace who created the bow street runners who were constables that were paid for their work so as not to succumb to bribes but this was not enough to deal with the disorder that came out of the industrial revolution.
· 1829 the Metropolitan Police Act came into force after Sir Robert Peel’s persistence which addressed the need for full-time unarmed police force. This was met with opposition at first but Peel argued that the police force would serve the public etc. and so there principles are used in law enforcement to this day.
The Evolution of Police Work in Canada (pg.8)
· Developed the way law enforcement developed; first community action then military action then a realization for the necessity of an organization.
· Each region of the country had its own policing arrangement which were decided based on the size of settlements, characteristics of population and their needs. For example French regions were policed under militia captains while Upper Canada followed the British example and developed common law carried out but constables, sheriffs etc.
· Toronto had a full-time police force by 1835 and the first territorial police force was established in British Columbia in 1858.
The Functions and Effectiveness of Early Municipal Police (pg. 10)
· To police conflict between ethnic groups and labourers and employers
· Maintain moral standards by enforcing laws against drunkenness, prostitution, and gambling. 
· Apprehend criminals.
· Police were expected to do everything from inspect fruits and buildings (Calgary) to dog catching, and sanitation inspecting (Regina).
· Police were hired by city council and individual aldermen appointed police constables for their wards. 
· In 1834 there was no standard of for recruitment or training.
· Police were used as a private army against opposition by politicians
· They were also used to control the dangerous class also known as the lower class working people.
· High premium was placed on physical attributes for police officers and less on training for conflict resolution. (pg.11)
· Were not very effective in maintain high moral standards or catching criminals in places such as Montréal.
· Municipal police officers often carried out tasks with tolerance and so when situations involving strikes and political demonstrations occurred the North west mounted police (now RCMP) were called in by the government as opposed to using the police force.
Policing in the West (pg.12)
· 1858 first police force established in BC.
· In response to violence and disorder caused by the discovery of gold in that region.
· Smaller communities policed their own; aboriginals policed their own; this was gradually displaced by British law.
· Hudson Bay Company judicial officer played the role of coroner, jailer, sheriff, and chief medical examiner.
Policing in Canada
· “The Night Watch” hired by parish, worked with the local constable & Justice of the Peace. Used in Quebec City, mid 17th century / Upper Canada, early 19th century
· Challenges: geography and demographics 
Peels principles
· Police role is to prevent crime and disorder
· Performance depends on public approval  
· Public observance of law must be voluntary, not coercive
· Basis of Metropolitan Police Act
· Public cooperation is proportionate to use of force
· Police are impartial
· Graduated forces ensure compliance 
· Police should not usurp judicial powers
· Police efficiency is measured in the lack of crime
General info on RCMP
· First public, uniformed police officers - Peel’s constabulary model (known as “Peelers” or “Bobbies”)
· Canada adopted Peel’s model shortly after its creation in 1829
· 19C Canada: Main threats to public peace and order were: gold strikes, Indian raids, immigration & feverish settlement of West.
· NWMP (forerunners of RCMP) were federal appointees
· North-West Mounted Police founded in 1873
· Maintained law and order; ensured orderly settlement in Prairies;
· Many problems: desertion, resignation and improper conduct
· RCMP today: Organized by region and operations
· Governed by Royal Canadian Mounted Police Act (1985)
· Enforces Controlled Drugs and Substances Act, Securities Act, Canada Shipping Act, Student Loans Act, but not usually the Criminal Code
· Civilian Police Peacekeeping Operations
· Under auspices of UN
· Technical advice, instruction of police forces
Any indicators of threats to legitimacy? (Picture)
· She is black so there is the whole diversity angle
· She has medals that civilians will not understand but are symbols that speak to other cops; a barrier between civs and cops
· This picture was taken after police were killed and so it is to show a united front by all police 
Threats to institutional legitimacy:
· Militarization- W. Richard Scott et al.
· Terrorism and activism
· Cybercrime and cyber-surveillance 
· Excessive force and other misconduct
Expansion of Policing Today
· About 60,000 police officers across Canada (1 for every 529 Canadians).
· Lower per capita than U.S., Australia, Great Britain
· Largest cost item in justice system
· Receives approximately 60% of the funding pie
Structure of Policing
· Four levels: Federal, provincial, municipal and First Nations.
· Also public transportation police (railway airport, and transit)
· Some municipalities have own forces (London, Toronto) or regional (Peel Regional PS); others use provincial force detachments or RCMP detachments
