Religion Chapter 19

Religion: basic concepts
· Profane- ordinary element from everyday life (understand in terms of everyday usefulness) 
· Scared- set apart as extraordinary, inspiring awe and reverence
· Religion- social institution involving beliefs and practices based on recognizing the sacred
· Ritual- formal, ceremonial behaviour 

· Religion a matter of Faith- belief based on conviction rather than scientific evidence 
· Scientific sociologists is not threat to religion, they study it just like how they study family 

Structural Functional analysis
· Society itself is god-like 
· Totem- object in the natural world collectively defined as sacred
· 3 major functions of religion that contribute to the operation of society:
· Social cohesion- unites people through shared symbolism, values and norms, establish fair play
· Social control- to promote conformity. 
· Providing meaning and purpose- comforting sense. Less likely to despair in the face of tragedy

Symbolic Interaction analysis
· Various rituals and daily prayers sharpen distinction between the sacred and the profane
· When one faces problems, we turn to our sacred symbols

Social-Conflict Analysis
· Tension between politics and religion
· Gender and religion tension

· Liberation Theology- combining of Christian principles with political activism, often Marxist. 
· Activists help poor.
· Condemned by pope because argued that it will distort traditional church doctrine with Marxism
Types of Religious Organizations (Church- Sect Continuum) 
· Church- type of religious org. that is well integrated into the large society
· Rules and regulations, leaders to be ordained
· Concerned with the sacred, but accepts ways of profane world
· State church- count everyone in the society as a member, which sharply limits tolerance of religious diff.
· Denomination- independent of state, recognizes pluralism 
· Sect- type of religious organization that stands apart from the larger society
· Exclusive group- firm plan for how to live
· Accused of narrow-mindedness as they believe they have the true faith
· Mennonites, Jehovah witness
· Emotional, stress the personal experience of divine power and do not attend churches to listen to ministers
·  Leaders need charisma- personal qualities that can infuse people with emotion and recruit them
· Churches appeal to high class. Sects appeal to ones with disadvantaged 
· Cult- religious org. that is largely outside a society’s cultural traditions
· Viewed as deviant or evil- practices are unconventional. Many suicides.
· Brainwashed

Religion in History
· Animism- belief that elements of natural world are conscious life forms that affect humanity (early hunters and gatherers, pre industrial society)
· View forests, oceans, mountains as spiritual forces
· God as a “shepherd”
· Religion in industrial society
· Growing emphasis on science.
· Science powerless to address why we exist, only state how the world works
World Religions
· Christianity
· Oldest religion with 2 billion followers.
· Evolved from Judaism 
· Monotheism- belief in a single divine power (example)
· Polytheism- belief in many gods
· Islam
· Means ‘submission’ and ‘peace’
· Ritual 5 times a day prayer
· Many view Muslim women as the world’s most socially oppressed people
· Judaism
· Has deep historical roots 4000 yrs before birth of Christ
· Survived centuries of slavery in Egypt and eventually liberated by Moses
· Convenent- special relation with God by which they became the ‘chosen people’
· 3 main denominations
· Orthodox jews- strictly traditional 
· Reform Judaism- 
· Conservative Judaism- in between
· Share history of oppression and prejudice
· Hinduism
· Oldest religion, India and Pakistan
· Envision god as a supernatural force than an entity
· Dharma- moral responsibilities 
· Buddhism
· Believes in reincarnation 
· Siddhartha Gautama- became the Buddha 
· Sect- like, 
· Confucianism
· Moved by people’s suffering
· Took a church approach
· Must be loyal and considerate- towards families and the community
· Lacks clear sense of sacred
East vs. West
· Religions from the west has clear focus on God, but eastern religions tend to be ethical codes and makes less distinction between profane and sacred 
· Worshipers of western religions join together in congregations, but easterners worship individually
Religion in Canada
· 84% of us identify with a religion
· Religiosity- importance of religion in a person’s life
· 20% of Canadians attend church, 30% of Americans attend church
· 56% Americans and 45% Canadians pray daily. – very important whether or not you attend church
Religion and Class
· Protestants and members of Anglican church are the Canada’s affluent, power people, above average incomes
· Jews in Canada have high social standing despite anti-Semitism because Jews value education and achievement
· Other religions- fundamentalists and Roman Catholics have low incomes
Religion and Ethnicity
· Single religion stands out in specific geographic regions

Religion and Change
· Secularization- historical decline in the importance of the supernatural and the sacred
· Civil Religion- quasi religious loyalty binding individual in a basically secular society.
· Patriotism and citizenship retain many religious qualities
· Singing the national anthem
· Modern, tech advanced societies where science is the major way of understanding
· Religion should weaken in high-income nations as people enjoy higher living standards and greater security.

“New Age” Seekers
· Post denomination society- people seeking spiritual development outside of established religious org.
· 5 core values that define this approach
· Seekers believe in high power
· Seekers believe we’re all connected
· Believe in a spirit world
· Want to experience the spirit world
· Pursue transcendence (The state of excelling or surpassing or going beyond usual limits)

Fundamentalism
· Conservative religious doctrine that opposes intellectualism and worldly accommodation in favour of restoring traditional, otherworldly religion. 
· Defend traditional values from science
· Distinctive in 5 ways
· Fundamentalists take the words of sacred texts literally
· Reject religious pluralism
· Pursue the personal experience of God’s presence
· Oppose “secular humanism”- scientific experts over God’s guidance about how to live
· Endorse conservative political goals

The Electronic Church
· TV and online




