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1.  Characteristics of a science
· A central problem 
· Remarkable facts
· Methodological rules and data collection techniques
· Concepts
· Theories 

Facts: Events that have been noticed
Methodology: General principles that guide the research process
Concepts: specialized terms that are used
1. As guides to looking (priority to look at)
2. To interpret facts
3. To construct theory

Theory
1. A set of generally worded statements 
2. The statements correspond to or are based on facts
3. The statements logically fit together and have the power to explain

The beginning of Society:
· A Comte (1798-1867)
· Defined the sociological problem as the investigation of:
1. The laws of social statics
2. The laws of social dynamics
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A. Comte – Define sociology as the study of the laws of social statics/dynamic

Historical Context:
· Sociology was a reaction to 4 radical transformations

1. Scientific Revolution (16th – 18th C)
· Caused Europeans to doubt
· Raised the importance of Reason
· Introduced the idea of ‘natural laws’
· Reinforced the idea that motion and change is natural
· Reinforced the idea of ‘progress’

2. French Enlightenment (Mid 18th C)
· Embodies the scientific spirit of doubt, reason and progress
· People were encouraged to observe the actions of the nobility and church
· To criticize and imagine a better world
· And act to make the world better

3. French Revolution (1789-95)
· Radically changed the political structure
· The capitalist class replaces the nobility as the ruling class
· Restrictions on the use of property are removed
4. Industrial Revolution
· GB (1740-1800) France (1780-1860)
· Key trends:
· The rise of the factory
· Urbanization
· The breakdown of community
· A decline of the sense of aristocratic responsibility 
· A new moral emphasis on self-responsibility
· The combined result of the long hours of work, the filth and crowding of the city, and the starvation wages was a shortening of life 
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The change in work relations and urbanization destroyed the traditional pattern of social relations
The breakdown in community corresponds with a decline in the ethos of aristocratic responsibility 
The reaction of the working classes
1. Crime
2. Machine breaking (climaxes with the Luddit movement – 1811-1812) 
3. Unionization 
· The combine act is passed in 1799
· The act is repeated in 1824
· The result is a quickening in the pace of unionization
· The unions are fighting unions 
4. Political organization: the chartists
· The peoples charter is drawn up in 1835
· The chartists were politically active in other movements 
· The movement is violently repressed in 1848
· The general tendency
· Towards greater organization and clarity of class interests 

Intellectual Responses to the Enlightenment, the Fr. Revolution, and the Aftermath
1. The Romantic Movement
· Popularized by Rousseau (1712-98)
· Emphasizes acting on strong emotions, uniformed by thought
· Acting in such a way reflects the thinking of the aristocracy
2. The Traditionalist School
· Consisted of a group of devote Catholics and royalist reactionaries
· According to the traditionalists, society is an organic whole, with each man owning duties to the collective 
· Of key importance are collective organizations such as the family, church and state
· The saw the Enlightenment and the Revolution as madness
· With the destruction of the King and Church on one hand, and the advocacy of freedom and equality on the other, society must collapse into a heap of unrelated individuals at war with one another
3. French Socialism
· It was a reaction to the worsening conditions of the working classes
· Especially they were critical of the removal of restrictions on property
· Resulting, they believe, in an increase in inequality 
· The solutions they proposed were of these kinds:
1. The reactionary socialists – a return to the mortality of the feudal period
2. The conservative – by and large they accepted the new capitalist regime, but wanted reforms
3. The utopian socialist – who argued for a planned society 


Tuesday, September 18th 2012 											

A. Comte (1798-1859)

· The sociological problem: defines sociology as the study of the laws of social statics and social dynamics
· Prior to Comte, thinking about society was the province of theology and philosophy, and speculative in nature 
· In contrast, Comte emphasized the importance of observations, and believed that society was subject to natural laws
· Characteristics of “Positive Philosophy”:
1. The subordination of imagination to observations 
2. The relative nature of beliefs
3. The principle that political action is limited by natural laws 

Comte’s Aim:
· His concerns can be understood as a reaction to this radical transformation of French society, and the resulting social conflict
· The changes in systems of government reflects the social unrest:
· The Rev of 1789 and the 1st republic
· The oligarche “Directories” of 1795-1799
· The military dictatorship of Napoleon 1799-1814
· The restoration of the Bourbon monarchy 1814-1830
· The Rev of 1830
· The Rev of 1848 and the 2nd Republic
· The dictatorship of Louis Bonaparte
· Comte’s hope was to discover the laws of statics and dynamics so as the advise the government with the aim of ending the conflict
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Key Methodological Ideas:
1. Adopt a holistic approach
2. Warns against the use of the experimental method
3. Says the ‘indirect’ experimental is of some use
4. Recommends what he calls the comparative method:
· Between human and animal societies
· The cross-cultural comparison
· The historical comparison 

Comte – Theory of Statics
· Especially he was influenced by the traditionalists
· Society is an organic whole
· Important for social stability is to foster a sense of connection
· Hence the importance of collective organization
· Theoretical ideas relating to family classes of instincts
· Egoistic (incline to think only of ourselves), social, intermediate
· Hence the family, not the individual is the basic unit of society

The Family: 
· Represses the egoistic
· Develops the social (3 ways)
1. Teaches language
2. Demonstrates the importance of the division of labour
3. Teaches a set of moral beliefs a ‘philosophical orientation’
Solidarity:
· To the extent people can communicate there is solidarity 
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Theory of Dynamics 
· Especially he was influenced by the enlightened thinkers
· The emphasis is a reason and progress

Theory of the 3 Stages of the Mind:
1. The Theological Stage:
· Explanation: superstitious
· Thinking in such terms correspond to a particular organization of society including the rules of nobles
· The moral ideas are associated with the caste of nobles: (ex: strength, courage, loyalty, responsibility for others) 
2. The Metaphysical Stage
· Explanation in terms of the nature of things
· Main periods: the Protestant Revolution and the deistic period
· Explaining things in terms of their nature is associated with a new set of moral ideas: human rights
3. The Positivist Stage
· Explanation: in terms of natural laws
· Thinking in such terms corresponds to a new organization of society
· Thinking in scientific terms gives rise to another moral orientation: acting in accord with natural laws 

The Conflict in France:
· The basic cause is the loss of one of the key pillars of solidarity: a shared set of moral ideas (a common philosophical orientation)
· There exists at present 3 incompatible sets of moral ideas
1. Those associated with superstitious thinking and the rule of the inability: strength, courage, loyalty, etc.
2. Those associated with metaphysical thinking: freedom and equality
3. Those associated with scientific thinking: acting in accord with natural laws
· To end the conflict, what is needed is the establishment of a common philosophical orientation 


Karl Marx (1818-1883)
· Three sources of Marxism:
1. Hegelian Philosophy
· W. F. Hegel (1770-1831)
· Key Concepts:
· Form and essence
· Mind
· Sensual (animal) nature
· Reason (the essence of Reason is freedom) 
· Dialectical Relations 
· Exist between opposites
· They are inseparable from one another (neither would exist if not for the other)
· They mutually determine one another (The nature of the relationship changes over time)

Hegel’s Idealist Theory of History:
 
Mind Society    /\
         \ criticism     |  Reason 
Mind  Society    |
           \ criticism   |
Mind  Society    |


Marx 
· Took from Hegel the dialectical conception of society
· Rejects Hegel’s idealist starting point (doesn’t believe society is a reflection of mind)
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2.  French Socialism
· A reaction to the worsening conditions of the working classes
· They were especially critical of the removal of restrictions on the use of property
· French employers turned to machines and child labour, depressing wages and increasing unemployment
· While workers organized ‘fighting unions’
· The socialists emphasized the opposition between classes, and then exploitation of labour 
· Marx – took from the socialists the concepts of class, class struggle and exploitation
· Rejects the emphasis on market relations 

3.  Political Economy
· Emerges as a science in the 17th C

Social context:
· The expansion of commercial capitalism in the 16th and 17th C
Central problem:
· The origins of wealth
Mercantile period:
· It is argued the trade is the origins of wealth
Physiocate period (high agriculture): 
· The origins of wealth are the employment of labour in agriculture
Industrial Period (A. Smith): 
· The origins of wealth is the employment of productive labour 

Economic Categories:
· Prior to political economy the economic language (thinking) included concepts derived from philosophy and theology
· By contrast, the political economists constructed and used empirically grounded terms:
· Concepts that reflected what is real
· Ex: competition, exchange, production
· Marx – took from the political economists their emphasis on the economic
· Used their economic language (concepts)
· But rejected the idea that the terms represented what is natural 
· Reification: 
· The process of abstracting ‘things’ and relations from a historical context and presenting them as natural/eternal 
	
Marx – Methodological Ideas: 
1. Adopt a historical perspective
· Argues the dominant ideas of the period distort and idealize out perception of society
· What is necessary is to see over such ideas
· This can be done by looking historically 

Theory of dominant ideology:
· The ideas of the ruling class are the ruling ideas of a period
· They reflect the dominant relations of society
· At the same time they idealize the relations by presenting them as either
· Natural
· In the best interests 

The Development of Capitalism: England
· Capitalism develops in agriculture: the feudal mode is replaced by the capitalist mode
· The capitalist period dates for the 16th C
· The basis of the process is the theft (expropriation) of peasant lands and the transforming of the land into PP
· This creates a class of wage workers
· The pre-conditions for wage labour: 
1. Legal freedom: the worker must own his body in order to sell the time attached to it
2. Loss of the means of productions: the worker must be without the means to employ his own labour 

The Development of Private Property in Land and the Creation of Wage Labour:
· Key Events
1. The break up of the private armies of the barons
2. The theft and ‘enclosing’ of peasant lots
3. The sale and privatizing of state lands
4. The theft and sale and privatizing of church lands 
5. The theft and sale and privatizing of common lands 

13 MC, 2 FITB – no dates, no bibliographic material 
Theoretical, methodological, events 
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Theory of historical materialism
The social totality: consists of two dialectically related components  Economic & Superstructures 

Political Superstructure	Legal Superstructure 	Beliefs 
				/\			/\			   /\
Holistic       ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
			                                   \/
 Economy 

Classes and economy are in conflict and would destroyed if not for the superstructures
Dialectical relation (social and materialistic) 

Political Superstructure, Legal Superstructure, Beliefs related to mode of production
· Function to protect the eco structures of society by presenting the new relations of domination as being natural

1. Mode of Production:
· Basis of society, social relations of production
· Two dialectically related components: the means of production and the social relations of production (organization of production)
2. Means of productions: 
· Everything used in process
· Hut, tools, location

M of P = Means of production + social relations of production 

Social classes
· Motor of history 
· Origins in the mode of production; conflict between classes transforms the M of P, and ultimately the super-structures 
· Exploitation of labour 
· Opposing interests = conflict (basis is exploitation, which is caused by organization)
· One reducing exploitation

SS	Social Classes	             	SS

M of P     		>        M of P

Structural crises:
· The SS function to maintain the M of P
· Changes in the economy have not be accommodated by corresponding changes in superstructure 
· There are times, when changes in the SS lag behind changes in M of P
· These constitute revolutionary moments, when societies are inherently unstable 
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Essay: Include thesis on paper


The Manifesto:
· The transition from feudal to capitalist society
1. Begins by saying ‘the history of all hitherto existing societies is the history of class struggle’
2. He reviews key developments in productive forces
3. Next he comments on changes at the level of the superstructures
a. Political
b. Legal
c. System of beliefs 
· The productive forces are becoming increasingly social in nature
· Production for a world market
· Resources from around the world
· Improved means of communication 
· Urban concentrations 
· Centralization of production
· Meanwhile the superstructures reflect the principle of individual ownership
· As such the superstructures, rather than contributing to the development of the productive forces restrict it
· At the same time the working class is becoming larger and better organized
· As work becomes more simple and so hateful, workers become more the same 
· Wages are reduced to the same low level
· The number of workers increase as small trades people, etc. lose their means of production
· Workers become concentrated in one place
· There union is further facilitated by new means of communication 
· All the while, the working class is becoming more class conscious
Stages: 1.  Machine breaking
	 2.  Unions
	 3.  A political party 

Emile Durkheim (1853-1917)
1887 – Goes to Bordeaux where he teaches a course in soc
1896 – set up a soc dept at Bordeaux
1902 – Goes to the Sorbonne (Paris) where he sets up a soc dept 

Social Context:
· Like Comte, he saw society as being in a state of crisis 
1789 – The working classes rallied to the side of the capitalist
1830 – The ruling classes fight among themselves
1848 – The working classes ally with the small bourgeoisie and for a moment share political power 
1871 – The working classes seize for a moment control of Paris
1879-1914 – The trade union congress adopts it an openly Marxist program
He hoped, like Comte before him, to use soc to end the conflict
	By teaching that society is subject to natural laws 
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E. Durkheim (The Rules of Sociological Method 1895)
1.  What to look at “Social facts”
· External to the individual 
· Constraining (shapes behaviour)

Individuals *******
Society         ^social facts

2.  The emphasis of the importance of objectivity
- The need to rid out minds of all theological and philosophical ideas of ‘things’

3.  Rules for the construction of concepts
	1) Be objective
	2) The definition of the concept needs to refer to the common characteristics of a class of ‘things’
	3) The only way to discover the characteristics is through observations
	4) The ‘thing’ being conceptualized needs to be stable enough that repeated observations can be 
made

4.  Explanation:  Need to explain both the cause (history) of a social fact, and the importance (function) of a social fact
- History: the cause needs to be explained in terms of previous social facts 
- Logically, the explanation of social fact should precede the explanation of the function

5.  Proof: recommends the indirect experimental method (he calls it the comparative method)

			Independent	Dependent 
Positive Correlation	  ^ (v)		^ (v)

Negative Correlation   ^ (v)		v (^)

He found a positive correlation between the division of labour and law

High D of Labour	Restitutive Law
^v			^v
Low D of L		Repressive Law
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Theoretical Ideas about social statistics and social dynamics
· Durkheim’s theories of statics and dynamics are found in the Division of Labour in Society (1893)

Review:
Comte

Solidarity (statistics) 	 Martial Values	Natural Rights	Natural Laws	
Dynamics 			^Theological		^Metaphysical	^Positive 

Spencer 
Solidarity (statistics) 	 Rules 				Dependency on others	
Dynamics			^Low division of labour 	^High Division of Labour 

Durkheim’s Theories of statistics and dynamics can be interpreted as a criticism and synthesis of Comte and Spencer
1. Like Comte, he stresses the importance of shared moral ideas for stability
He rejects Comte’s explanation for why moral ideas change (the evaluation of the mind)
2. Like Spencer, he stresses the importance of population growth and the division of labour for social dynamics
He rejects Spencer’s explanation of statics (ultimately, Spencer says that stability comes form acting in our selfish interests)
	In  simple society, it is our selfish interests to set up a ruler

Durkheim’s Critique of Spencer:
· Spencer’s argument (relating to complete societies)
· The D of L makes us dependent on one another
· As a result we enter into contractual relations with one another
· Our dependency gives us a reason not to destroy one another (an internal reason)
· As a result we see a withdrawing of the static from everyday life
· The Critiques:
1. “Contractual Solidarity” – limited in that contracts join us only in a narrow sense, and only momentarily
· The evidence does not support the Spencerian propositions about the shrinking of the state 
· Consider: Collective consciousness 
2. “Organic Society” strongest in societies with a developed D of L
· Because of the essential nature of these contracts to society, there develops a set of moral ideas that support them and in a more general sense regulates our relations with one another 
· Example: 
· Freedom from duress
· The right to information
· The right to a guarantee (and compensation)
· These moral ideas regulate our relations (bind us together) even in the absence of a contract
· They thus provide a solidarity 
· The importance of our dependency on one another gives rise to ‘restitutive law’
(Restitutive law has the effect of restoring the pre-existing moral conditions or the prior relations between people)
· At the same time the D of L makes us different from one another giving rise to industrialism
· Because this is not a threat to organic solidarity, and because there is no strong consensus in society as to what is right, such individualism is allowed and even encouraged 
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Types of Solidarity 
1. Mechanical Solidarity 
· Is strongest when people are the same (little D of L)
· Demands that people be the same
2. Contractual Solidarity
· Has its origins intelligence he D of L and our dependency on one another
· Ties us together in a narrow sense and only momentarily 
3. Organic Solidarity
· Has its origins in the D of L
· Consists of a permanent set of rights and beliefs that function to regulate contracts and so makes contracting possible
· Exist independent of anyone contract and so ties us together on a permanent bases 
Durkheim’s theory of social statics and social dynamics

Solidarity (Statics) 	Mechanical (Sameness)	Contractual Plus Organic
Dynamics 		Low of D of L			High D of L

· Mechanical solidarity is reinforced by repressive law
· Organic solidarity is reinforced by restitutive law 
· In the cases of both ‘simple’ societies and ‘industrial’ societies, solidarity comes from a shared set of values, the nature of the values in the two cases, however is essentially different

Social Anomie
· When either one of the two types of values 
· The evaluation on sameness 
· The values associated with the D of L
· Is strong, there is little conflict in society
· When both are weak there exists a state of social anomie
· An absence of moral guides
· In such cases there is a high level of conflict 

The Cause Of Conflict In Europe/France 
1.  The Normal Case
· In societies with a low D of L solidarity (mechanical) comes form sameness
· The progress of the D of L undermines sameness and the solidarity associated with it
· At the same time, the D of L makes each person “incomplete” (dependent on others)
· While giving rise to a new kind of solidarity (organic), a system of moral ideas or rights associated with contracts that join people permanently 

The conflict between Labour and Capital
· Durkheim distinguishes between three periods
1. The middle ages up to the 18th C
· The conditions of the master and servant (worker) were essentially the same 
· This gave rise to a strong valuation on sameness
2. 15th C – 17th C
· The conditions of the two parties began to differ
· Their relations became more contractual (and competitive)
· But hey still shared a set of common sentiments (there relations remained regulated by sameness) 
3. 17th C – Present (the period of large-scale industry)
· With the increasing D of L, the worker and employer become ever more unlike
· They enter into contracts with each other, but nothing more binds then, they remain fundamentally enemies
4. The Solution
· What is necessary is for the state to intervene to establish in law a permanent set of rights that not only regulate contacts, but in the absence of contracts nevertheless joins the 2 parties together
(Note: Spencer sees less and less reason for the state; Durkheim sees the state as imperative) 
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Max Weber (1864-1920)
The institutionalization of sociology 
· Co-founded a social science journal
· Co-founded the German sociological society
· Published a series of highly influential methodological essays

The Social Context:
1.  Nationalism, militarism and unification
· The Prussian victory was interpreted as proof of the superiority of bureaucrat type organizations
· The war united the industrializing west with the agrarian east 
2. Industrialization, urbanization and rural depopulation
· Industrialization begins in the mid 19th C in Germany, taking off in the 1870s
· By 1890, it was equal to that of Great Britain
· Steel (millions of tons)
	
	1890
	1895
	1898

	Germany
	0.6
	2.8
	5.7

	Britain
	1.3
	3.4
	4.6

	France
	0.4
	0.7
	1.4

	USA
	1.3
	6.3
	9.0



· Urbanization corresponds to industrialization:
· 1830: 80% lived in rural areas
· 1895: 80% lived in towns and cities 

Depopulation 
Population change in Prussia 

	
	1890-1895
	1895-1990

	East Prussia
	-87,000
	-146,000

	West Prussia
	+67,000
	+69,000

	Berlin
	+16,000
	+126,000

	Rhineland
	+17,000
	+181,000



· These changes gave rise to a new set of intellectual problems:
· Forms of authority
· The loss of tradition
· Bureaucratization
· The city

Intellectual Influences:
1. German Idealism (E. Kant 1724-1804)
· Kant argues that the mind is an active and creative entity that plays a key part in sensory experience 
2. The German Historical School of Economics 
· They were critical of deducing “economic laws” from assumptions about “human nature”
· Instead they argue that economic behaviour can only be understood in terms of culture, which is historical 
Actor  Means  Ends
· The actor is a product of society
· The ends are socially desirable
· The choice of means is motivated by cultural factors 
3. F. Nietzsche (1844-1900)
· Romantic
· Review:
· Has its origins in the nobility
· The emphasis is on passion, not reason
· Characterized by a dislike of urbanization and industrialization
· Passion is transformed into the ‘will to power’
· In particular, he laments the passing of the age of the ‘great man’
4. Marx
· Theory of historical materialism
Superstructures v^
	Mode of production

Key Methodological Ideas:
1. Definition of Sociology
“A science concerning itself with the interpretative understanding of social action and thereby with a causal explanation of its course and consequences”
· By social action he means behaviour where the actor orients his/herself towards others
· He thus defines as relevant the subjective state of the actor
2. The Critique of Positivism
· Rejects the idea of natural laws of society
· Because social action is not wholly observable, the sociologist cannot use the methods of the natural sciences 
3. Distinguishes between social action and reflexive action
· Reflexive action is not oriented towards others and this is not of interest to the sociology
· At the same time he warns that the line between social and reflexive action is fluid
4. Levels of understanding
a. Direct, empirical understanding
· Behaviour that makes immediate logical sense to us
b. Explanatory understanding
· An understanding based on a knowledge of motivation 
5. Methods of Investigating 
1. The emotional/emphatic method
· Characteristic, one imagines themselves to be in the place of the other
· Note: the more different the actor the less useful the method
2. The Rational/Intellectual method:
· Characteristic, one places that action in a historical, cultural context, and attempts to isolate the motivating factors
6. Levels of Explanation
1. Causally adequate – establishing correlations
2. Meaningfully adequate – connects the action to modes of thought
3. Causally correct – a combination of the above 
7. Difficulties essential to interpretative sociology:
1. The Interpretation is never more than hypothetical
2. Because emotional states vary over time and from person to person, generalizations are limited  
8. Ideal Type Concepts
· They are designed to overcome two difficulties
· The fact that subjective states are not observable
· The fact that emotional states vary from one person to another 
· Imagination combined with observations are used in their construction 
· Because of this the concept its not an accurate representation of reality 
· To construct the concept one important aspect f a piece of reality is exaggerated
· The concept is used as a measurement to what extent does the ‘thing’ being investigated look like the concept
· The concept this enables one to better describe and understand (it has heuristic value)

Ideal Types of Legitimate Authority
1. Traditional Authority – rests on a belief in the sanctity of immemorial tradition
2. Charismatic Authority – rests on devotion to the exceptional heroism, sanctity, or exemplary character of an individual 
3. Rational Authority – rests on the rationality of the norms which defines the authority 
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The Rational Nature of Western Culture
· Weber argues that the west is becoming less traditional and more rational
· Traditionalism: the belief in the everyday routine of yesterday as an inviolable norm of conduct
· Rationality: the primacy of reason over tradition
1. Practical Rationality: the rational selection of means to an end
Actor  Means  ends
· The mode of action developed first among the ‘civic classes’ and especially those engaged in market relations
· The reason why is that the town and market afforded them a degree of predictability 
2. Theoretical Rationality: the theoretical mastery of reality by means of concepts
· He traces the development of this type of reality back to the work of the jurists and the Church men
· The greater rationality of the priest as compare to the shaman is the result of several factors
· E.g. Systematic training, use of deductive logic, Peer review
· He argues that one’s religious orientation is a function of the social situation of a people:
· The civic classes – were receptive to a religion that presented its arguments rationally 
· The warrior – inclined towards magic to control their fate in the face of the irrationality of way
· The peasant – inclined towards magic to control their fate in the face of the irrationality of nature
3. Formal Rationality: rationality embodied in organizations 
· The ideal type of such organization he calls bureaucracy
· Characteristics: 
· Hierarchy of authorities
· DoL
· Recruitment based on expertise
· Separation of the office and office holder 

The development of bureaucracy
· Weber points to the emergence of the absolute Prince and the need for continuous order and protection
· As such, it develops at the costs of the landed aristocracy
· Key to the process was the support of the civic classes and especially the merchant financiers
· In summary, in the W we see the high development of 3 distinct types of raionalities
· The critique of bureaucracy
· He refers to it as the ‘iron cage’
· The bureaucrat is for the most part simply a cog in an enormous machine that dictates what he or she does
· It is the end of the 

· Manifesto
· Structural crises
· Superstructure (read about it)
· Weber – no biography, key intellectual sources (German Idealism, German School of Eco, Nietzsche, Marx) Methodology – study of social action (what it means) social action/responsive or reflexive action, difference between empirical(logical) & interpretive(motivational – empathy, intellectual) understanding, subject needs to be culturally like you (empathy), difference between causally adequate, meaningfully/subjective adequate, causally correct observation 
Problems with social theory: hypothetical, fragmentary, critique of positivism (no nat laws, cannot use nat science methods (the mind)
Ideal type concept – observations and imaginations 
Aristocracy observations (to what extent does reality look like a concept)
Ideal type of legal authorities (traditional, charismatic, rational) 
		Bureaucracy 
Difference between tradition/rationally oriented society
Practical rationality – reason we see it develop in W
Theoretical rationality ^
Formal rationality (bureaucracy) ^
Disenchanted with direction of development in W, bureaucracy – no longer have theory 


· Durkheim – no biography, methodological ideas (social facts, 2 things for social facts – history, function, proof – correlations between social fact & history/function) rules for construction of concept (objectivity) Solidary (mechanical, contractual, organic) DoL, what kind of solidarity oppressive/restitutive law corresponds to, social anomie West – lack of moral guides, in relation to social capital
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The Emergence of Sociology in the MSA (Characteristics of European and American Sociology)

European:
· Macro in nature
· Society is conceived of as external to the individual 
· Overwhelmingly concerned with the working classes and class conflict

MSA:
· More micro in nature
· Stressed more the individual 
· Concerned with ‘practical problems’ associated with the city (eg: crime)

Why?
· The macro orientation in Europe can be tracked back to the organic view of society characteristics of the feudal period 

In the USA, the individualistic orientation can be traced back to:
1. The American Rev and the enshrining of individual rights in the American Constitution 
2. The frontier experience
a. People necessarily were self-reliant
b. Gave rise to popularist sentiments and a general distinct of elites 
3. A disorganized working class
4. The breakdown of community: an effect of rapid industrialization and urbanization
American Sociology in its earliest days was who effected by:
· A hundred years of war
· The doctrine of “Manifest Destiny”
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Thorstein Veblem (1867-1929)
· A populist and critic of capitalism
· Taught at Chicago in the Dept. of Political Economy
· Published a series of articles criticizing the methods of the classical economists (i.e. deducing so-called economic laws)
· He argued the ‘man’ has to be understood as a ‘many-sided’ actor in a historical context
· Published the Theory of the Leisure Class in 1899
· Central to the study is the concept of conspicuous leisure, consumption and waste
· It is a satirical critique of the rich who do not work or add anything to the welfare of society, and who 
· The social state is such that:
· Working indicates that one is of low character
· While not to work indicates that one is of good character
· Ex: the dress of respectable men and women indicates to others that one does not habitually engage in useful work 

The Chicago School 1892
· Albian Small – contributions to the development of sociology
· Chair from 1892-1924
· Wrote the first textbook 1894
· Established the “American Journal of Sociology” 1895
· Co-founded the ASS in 1905
· Hired William Thomas and R Parker

Why Chicago?
1. Philanthropic backing
2. The openness of the administrators (President Harper) to innovative research methods
3. A staff of professional specialists
4. The diverse social backgrounds of the sociologists 
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General Characteristics of the Theoretical Orientation:
1. A rejection of the Comtean-Spencerine doctrine of natural laws
2. A micro orientation with the focus on the individual (including the mind)
3. An applied sociology and a reformist orientation
· The later tendency was largely strengthened following the WW1

Key Influences
1. Germany Sociology (ex: Simmel and Weber)
2. American pragmatism

The Dominance of Chicago
· After WW1, Chicago will emerge as the most important center of sociology in the USA 
Social Context
· Prior to the war sociology was largely evolutionary in nature
· The underlying assumption, shared with society at large, was the inevitability of progress
· The war shortened this mindset
· A powerful coalition of state and corporate interests came to the view the ‘problems’ were inevitable and needed to be managed
· Because of this, empirical studies were given a new importance 

W. I. Thomas 
- Taught at Chicago from 1894-1918
· The Polish Peasant in Europe and America
· Method:
· Content analysis of documents including 762 letters written to and from Polish immigrants
· A self-reported history of a Polish immigrant
· The theory of social disorganization
· Thesis: Deviance is a result of moral disorganization , which is the result of rapid social change
· Key Ideas:
· In a well organized society, behaviour is regulated by norms
1. People internalize the norms and thus act to control their 
· Rapid social change reduces normative controls
2. The norms of action no longer fit with the lived realities of the individual and so their importance diminishes in the consciousness of the individual 
3. Individuals find themselves socially adrift – isolated and unattached, and so not watched by others
· A result is a high level of non-conformity

R. Park
· Taught at Chicago from 1915-
· The ecological approach
· The thought of society as interaction between individuals controlled by a body of traditions and norms
· Borrowing from biology E. Burgess and park applied the theory of social disorganization to the city
· According to the biologists, change results from competition between and among species
· The sequence
1. A new species invades a territory 
2. Competition between species
3. The losing species either dies off, moves on, or accommodates the stronger species
4. The ultimate result is a new symbiotic interdependence 

Park and Burgess: The City 1925
· Method:
· Use of police statistics
· Zones of the city
· Zone one (the business centre) low levels of deviance
· Zone two (area of transition) high levels of deviance
· Zone three (area of reluctant accommodation) moderate levels of deviance
· Zone four/five (area of assimilation) low levels of deviance

Tuesday, November 27th 2012 											

Chicago – Key Influences
1. German School (ex: Weber)
· Micro studies
· Emphasis on the individual 
· Emphasis on subjective factors (mind)
2. Philosophy of Pragmatism
· Truth (reality) does not exits independent of the individual 
· People construct and think about their realities using definitions of things
· People remember and base their knowledge of the world on what has proven useful (we are pragmatic) 

Dewey’s Conception of How We Think
1. Construct (earn) definitions
2. Outline possible modes of conduct
3. Imagine the consequences
4. Select a mode of action 

Symbolic Interactionist Theory
· The term was coined by H. Blumer in 1937
· Main premises
1. People have the capacity to think 
· This enables people to act reflexively 
· When thinking and deliberating on a course of action we do so using definitions of things:
· Physical objects
· Social objects
· Abstract objects
· Objects of self
· By contrast, the social sciences think of behaviour as a result of various factors that play upon people 
Psychologists: sensory stimuli, motives, etc
Sociologists: social rules, norms, values, groups affiliations, etc
2. Meanings arise out of interaction with others
· The actions of others define the thing for the person 
· This meanings are seen as social products
· By contrast, traditionally:
· Meaning is regarded as intrinsic to the thing OR
· Meaning is the result of psychological elements brought into play by external stimuli
3. Meanings are modified by individuals in the course of thinking about situations
· Meanings, once constructed, are not simply employed
· Rather, the use of meaning occurs through an internal process of interpretations of situations
The Symbolic Interactionist Conception of Society:
· Society arises out of interactions between individuals 
· The essence of society is found in actors and actions
· By contrast, sociology in the main conceives of society as an object external to the individual 
· It seeks to explain action by establishing correlations between actions and social characteristics such as ethnicity, sex, class
· While the symbolic interactionists see interaction to be important in its own right 

Social Groups and Organizations
· Society is not thought of as simply a collection of moments of isolated interaction
· Rather, importantly, it consists of collection action
· Actions of individuals occur predominately in response or relation to one another
· They do not deny that macro structures exist, but these are conceived of as little more than the frameworks within which the really important aspects of action and interaction takes place 

Socialization: 
· In the course of interaction with others people learn the meaning of objects
· Physical objects
· Social objects
· Abstract objects
· At the same time individuals learn definitions of self (a concept of self)

Charles Cooley
· Key Ideas:
· In the course of interaction, especially with those close to us, we imagine, through the attitudes of others, how they see us
· Our “appearance”
· Judgements of our appearance 
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G.H. Mead

Key Influences:
1. German idealism
· The emphasis is on the creative nature of the mind
2. American Pragmatism 
Key Ideas:
· Reality does not exist independent of the individual 
· People construct and think using definitions of ‘objects’
· Physical, social, abstract
· Such definitions are used to make sense of the world, think about possible modes of conduct and imagine possible consequences 
· Definitions are subject to alterations and modifications
· The pragmatic self: people do what works

Symbolic Interactionist theory of Socialization:
· The formation of personality
· The learning of the moral ideas of a society


Formation of Personality:
· Distinguishes between a self-consciousness and animal consciousness 
· Self consciousness:
· Based on the ability to ‘see oneself’
· This is a pre-requisite for rational behaviour
· Its development requires the individual to step outside oneself 
· This is done by first imagining and then taking on the attitudes of others towards one’s self

Stages of Socialization:
1. Learning the Symbols of Society
Def: any material (form) to which a socially shared meaning is attached
Most important are verbal symbols
Symbols are learned in interaction with others
Shared symbols allow individuals to interact in a meaningful way

2. Imagining the Attitudes of Others
Early in the process the individual comes to know and collect an array of particular attitudes towards him or her
Def: A concrete memory of a particular moment 
Especially important is interaction with “significant others”
Def: those who are most important in our lives
Later in the process the individual constructs the “generalized other”
Def: the generalized other represents how the individual imagines the social group as a whole see and evaluate him or her

3. The internalizing of the generalized other
To the extent the individual internalizes the generalized other, the generalized other becomes a core part of personality
And thus, a basis of action
At the same time we are pragmatic: we keep identities that work, and discard others 
As to rational behaviour, it is by looking at ourselves from the point of view of the generalized other that we are able to evaluate our actions

Learning Moral Ideas
· Mead conceives of society as a product of interaction between individuals
· In turn, the interaction is controlled by a set of moral ideas
· Organized behaviour requires that one can place themselves in the place of the other
· Given that the behaviour of individuals is controlled by moral ideas, the generalized other represents the morality of society
· Sharing moral ideas individuals can imagine and anticipate the actions of others 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
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