
Lecture 15: Archaic Greek Warfare

Ρ ρ Rho is for the Riace Bronzes (178) – not kouri, posture, relaxed, shoulders angles, facial features, short hair and bears, arms not by sides.
Chigi vase (114-5) – Jug, 7th century, Corinth made, found in Tuscany, trade with Etruscans, earliest representation of Archaic war far, trooping marching in time with instrument, normally just song. Spears and short sword.
Farmers were responsible for protection

Warfare in the Archaic Age: 

· why? Fought for 2 reasons – gain prestige (group or individual) or territory
· when? Duration: usually 1 day,  March – October, farmers had time off.  daylight
· prisoners & casualties – source of income, Greeks: freed or ransomed, Non-Greeks: kept or sold as slaves, equipment was stripped for personal use or trophy display, bodies returned unmutilated, truce for burial
Land Warfare (who?) land-owning citizen farmers, no mercenaries, 3 catergories
· Cavalry(115)- Dark age Innovation, aristocratic, small horses, no stirrups, lightly used 5%, mostly for scouting and skirmishing, no chariots 
· heavy infantry (hoplite) – heavy armed infantryman 
· Panoply: 50-70 lbs equipment just before battle-hopla: helmet- made of bronze crest of horse hair many different styles –restricted vision and didn’t protect neck/hot/heavy/poor hearing, cuirass(front place) – bronze not common/hot/heavy/could be pierced with spear – linen 7 layers thick lighter/cooler/cheap, greaves(shin guards),  hoplon (shield) – meter across bronze covered wood 6kg (114), devices – decorations/ gorgon ravens lions bull boar, spear, short sword
· Only really helpful in a tight formation

· Phalanx – tight formation,  marching as a unit (music) rows up to 8 rows deep, hundreds wide, first 3 rows out infront, back rows upright, back pushed front, no need to pursue defeated 
· light infantry: slingers, archers – not land owners, rarely used
· victors would set up a monument – weapons a battle field

Naval warfare (& piracy)
· thalassocracies: Phokaia (Massalia), Samos (Polykrates) and elsewhere (111)
· trireme: 3 rowers, basic fighting ship (111), sat on benches, all carried little leather cushions
· Ram – covered in bronze, heavy piece of oak

· 40 m long, narrow, rope from prow to stern to keep taught

· 125 rowers, few officers on deck, sails used whenever possible,  row into and out of the enemy ship
Archaic Age Wars
Western Greeks

Sicily: Battle of Himera 480, Akragas and Syracuse vs. Himera and Carthage

Results of Himera 

- Greek victory of Carthage

· Akragas got slaves for projects

· Syracuse gained control of 2/3 Sicily

· Carthage vs Selinus (409 BCE) Carthage destroys Selinus
· Syracuse vs Motya (charioteer) (397 BCE) Syracuse destroys Motya
· Cumae (474 BCE) Naval
· Syracuse vs Etruscans (Tyrrhenians)

· dedication  to Zeus at Olympia of Hieron- Captured Etruscan helmet (113) 
Persian Wars 499-479 BCE
· Persia: Darius-taken empire to largest, satrapy(provinces), satrap(Governor – responsible for supplying troops, collecting taxes), Sardis (Lydia)
· 499: Ionian Revolt: lead by Miletus, Athens, Eretria (Euboia) to burn Sardis,  Persians quell revolt, destroyed Miletus, decide to punish Hellenes
· Persian Forces of Darius – light infantry: arrows/battle axes; smaller, lighters shields, little body armor, used chariots (planes and horses), cavalry: armor for house and rider, navy: Phoenicians and Ionians

Phase I (492)

· Mardonius marches on Hellas storm off Mt. Athos, Thracians attack push them back to Sardis
Phase II (490) – attack across Aegean
Persians – destroy Eretria cross to Marathon 

Athenians- send runner to Sparta, Plataia helps Athens but not Sparta

· Battle of Marathon (Herodotus) – flat plain suited for chariots, first historical account in European history of large pitched battle. Let it be weak in the center, roll them up, didn’t use chariots or Calvary. Only 192 Greek causalities. 
· Athens, Plataia

· myth of Marathon – ran , fought, ran back, dropped dead
· Miltiades – dedicated his helmet to Zeus at Olympia (110)
· Soros(tumulus grave site) of 192 Athenians – cremated and buried on battle field, covered with tumulus
Phase III (480 BCE)

· Xerxes invades largest invasion force of Europe until D Day in WWII, canal at Mt. Athos dug in meantime.
· Themistokles- father of Athenian Navy, use Athenian silver for Triremes, opponents exiled, 200 triremes for Athens, defense league of 31 poleis
· Persians- going to Greek poleis for earth and water, some did support P

· Thermopylai: Leonidas, King of Sparta (85), delay Persians, more than 300, helots and other allies. Bought time for Greeks
· Response of Leonidas to Persian Ultimatum  - come and get it

· Athens evacuated to Peloponnese, Persians destroy Athens, Korai on acropolis thrown down wells

· Salamis – Xerxes watches the Greek victory, same day as Himera?
· Plataia (479 BCE) Last battle of Persian wars = end of the Archaic Age, victory for Greeks
· Serpent Column @ Delphi, monument to Greek victory, names all 31 allied poleis, now in Istanbul, Turkey.
Importance of the Persian Wars – major turning point in western history, 2 Hellenic super-powers emerge Spartans and Athenians (sea)
Words to Remember

People: hoplite, Etruscans, Herodotus, Darius, Mardonius, Miltiades, Xerxes, Themistokles, Leonidas
Places: Himera, Carthage, Akragas, Syracuse, Motya, Sardis, Miletus, Athens, Eretria (Euboia), Mt. Athos, Marathon, Plataia, Thermopylai, Salamis
Terms: Chigi vase, panoply, hopla, cuirass, greaves, hoplon, devices, phalanx, thalassocracy, trireme, ram, satrapy, satrap, soros, serpent column

Points to Ponder

1. What differences do you detect between ancient and modern armies and warfare? 

2. What super powers were rivals of the Greeks in Sicily in the late Archaic Age? Why? Who was on the winning side?

3. Why are the Persian Wars important to western civilization?


