
Lecture 17: ,Eleusinian Mysteries, Panathenaia, Acropolis (Athens)

Draco Solon Kleisthenes Themistokles Perikles
1) Pay for jurors, boule, ekklesia P


2) Abolished slavery for debt S
3) Created 10 tribes K
4) Selection for office by lottery K
5) Law court (Heliaia) established S
Τ τ  Tau is for Tyrannicides

Agora: purpose  social, political, administrative, legal, military, religious and financial center
· social: stoas, fountains

· political: royal stoa (baselous) old boulterium(archive) new held 500 men, solos 
· administrative: bouleterion, prytaneion, 
· legal: Heliaia

· military: strategeion, 10 generals
· religion: Hephaistion alter of the 12 gods, 
· finance: mint, only 50% had mints
Industrial Athens – behind the temple of Hephaistos
· metal workers

· Kerameikos – pottery workshops, clay sculptors and figurine 
· Man had to have an occupation,  teach son a craft, increases manufacturing

Wages: obols, same wage for the same worker, owner worked with slaves. 6  for skilled workers or man on military worker, slave made 1 obol and were fed
Slavery – gave male citizens the ability to part take in organization, 
· Source - purchased in slave markets from military companions, piracy, offspring of other slaves
· status couldn’t buy property, slave farming- rent out a slave 

· advantages – could buy freedom, still couldn’t become a citizen. Fed, housed, and clothed by owner, made up 40% of Attica
Economic Athens

· 3 agoras

· Peiraieus – harbor area of Athens, orthogonal plan
· Peisistratos – perfected 
· Themistokles – fortified area
· Kantharos – largest harbor , largest of the Greek containers,  other 2 harbours were military 
· Imports – 2 agoras, grain imported from the area around the Black Sea
· Exports – silver and Pottery, Olive oil
Eleusinian Mysteries at Eleusis- occurred in the fall right before the crop planting
· Spoke Greek, no other restriction 

· Demeter 
· Initiation – carried little piglets, purify them in the bay, then back to sacrifice 
· Bay of Phaleron – Parade to the bay
· Sacred Way: cista, Procession to Eleusis followed the cista, (held sacred objects) 
· Eleusis: sanctuary of Demeter, fortified because it is on the border

· Telesterion – Hall of the Mysteries, death penalty for revealing ties, objects taken from cista shown to intimates, connected to crop fertility. 
Panathenaia

· Panathenaic Way – Processional Route for the Panathenaia, birthday day, 
· Athena: peplos (dress) pinned and belt, aristocratic girls would be selected to weave
· Procession: Elgin Marbles – British Museum, runs along the inside wall, lots of horses (128-130) lots of carrying of objects from Parthenon

· Sacrifice – large cattle to be sacrificed, bones burned for the Gods. 100 Bulls were sacrificed. 
Great Panathenaia: religious ceremonies + contests
· Management- 1 man from each tribe, only office which lasted 4 years
· Hipparchos – added Homer contests (sing great Passages from Iliad +o), Odeion contests from  Perikles

· differences from Panhellenic games – pentathlon, boxing, stade open to all Greeks, first 4 days of this week long festival.  Held in Agora 
· prizes: Panathenaic amphora filled with Olive oil, Athena on side, competition on the other, inscription read from the games of Athena, always back figured, awarded for more than 1st place, 40 L (130) 1400 for each festival.  Money, guild crowns. 
· tribal events: Anthippasia- for Athenians only (130) team events took place, cavalry display, team events for 10 tribes, dancing in armour (money + ox), 2 horse Chariot Racing (charioteer jumped on and off), javelin throw from horseback, boat races (money and 3 bulls)
· Panathenaic torch race, Archon Basileus(stands at alter) Olive Tree behind – tribal competition, night before Panathenaia, 
Acropolis: focus of the Panathenaia
· Persian War, rebuild under Perikles (prominent general and politician) (126) – took oath not to rebuild as a memorial
Propylaia (3): Entrance gate, 

· combined orders – Ionic interior, Doric exterior
· features- 5 lanes, made of local marble, left is picture gallery (dinning hall for officials), mini temple on R, 

Temple of Athena Nike (4)  monolithic
· Order- ionic
· Features – frieze: battles,  military battles (mythical) wingless Nike. See Salamis, railing of different Nikes
Athena Promachos: Bronze statue from capture bronze weapons of Persians. 
· sculptor: Pheidias (Zeus Olympia)
· Marathon

Parthenon (1): 

· west Pediment: Athena vs. Poseidon: Rivalry over  God of Athens, won due to olive tree
Doric elements – exterior columns and metopes
· metope Theme sculpture (Selinus): 

· triumph of civilization: W- Greeks vs Amazons (under Athena’s birth pediment), N - Trojan War, E - Gods vs Giants,  S- Lapiths vs Centaurs

· double interior colonnade (Poseidonia)

Ionic elements

· continuous frieze, Elgin Marbles, painted in colour 
· treasury 4 columns – back room
Purpose of temples – hold the cult statue, treasury
Athena Parthenos

· chryselephantine – combination of gold and ivory
· Pheidias (Athena Promachos, Zeus at Olympia)

· Shield: Greeks, Amazons, Pheidias and Perikles – big scandal of living humans on god’s armour – ton of gold used, annual income of 13000 skilled labours, 9 m high. 
· Treasury – had lots of  gold and silver objects

Erechtheus (and Athena) she raised him, early mythical Kings of Athens, 1 of 10 eponymous heroes (128)
Erechtheion (2)
· sacred to many gods, Erechthesus, Athena, Poseidon, Hermes, Dione, Zeus, Butes (brother of E), Hephasitos
· sacred olive tree, porch Poseidon struck rock and produced salt water
· caryatid porch - faces the Parthenon (129) instead of columns
· wooden statue of Athena, much older

· Dione: version where she is the mother of Aphrodite

· Designed by a committee – Ionic order, 2 levels, 4 rooms, Sacred olive tree hacked down by Persians and burned, grew following spring. 

James Stuart: neo-classicism (1751) published accurate images, created a big enthusiasm for Greek culture. 
Words to Remember

People: Peisistratos, Themistokles, Demeter, Athena, Athena Promachos, Pheidias, Athena Parthenos, Erechtheus

Places: Peiraieus, Kantharos, Eleusis, Telesterion, Odeion, Panathenaic Way, Propylaia, Athena Nike, Parthenon, Erechtheion

Terms: obols, cista, caryatid, peplos, Elgin Marbles, Panathenaia,, Panathenaic amphora, Anthippasia, pediment, chryselephantine, neo-classicism

Points to Ponder

1. Why was slavery important to ancient democracy?

2. In what ways did the Great Panathenaia differ from the panhellenic games at Olympia?

3. Which structure on the Athenian acropolis impresses you the most? Why?

4. Do you think the Elgin Marbles should be returned to Athens? Why or why not?

Acropolis at Athens
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