
Lecture 16:Athens I: Agora & Democracy

1) Battle site? – Thermopylai
2) Leader of the winners - Xerxes
3) Leader of the losers – Leonidas King of Sparta
4) Next battle in this war? Salamis, naval battle
5) War itself? Persian Wars
Σ ς/σ Sigma is for soros-burial tumulus of heroes
Classical Age (480/79-323 BCE)

Democracy – original 
· meaning- demos = people, kratos (cracy) = power
· basis: liberty and equality, freedom, women slaves and local aliens were not included
· other polei still have oligarchy and tyranny 

Polis of the Athenians: Attica 

· Theseus: synoicism – amalgamation of all villages in surrounding area. Tribute to Theseus 
· Asty- fortified urban center + chora- acropolis 
· demos = 4 tribes (early Archaic Age) mafia? 
Early Archaic Political Structure

Demos governed by 

· 9 archons(leaders) aristocrate birth and wealth qualification, powerful and influential: King Archon Basileus – religious festival and ceremonies (masked as Dionysus), Polemarch (military), Eponymous Archon – civil affairs (year named after) + 6 thesmothetes – 
· 3 had all the power, except the thesmothetes recorded the laws, held power for 1 year
· Areopagus Council – met on a hill of Ares, consisted of Archons that had previously been in office, part of council for the rest of their lives, supervised the Archons, audits the present Archons
· Ekklesia(assembly) – aristocrats, farmers and (businessman) artisans, poor were not members, elected Archon. 
How to achieve rule by the people (democracy): 

reduce control of aristocratic oligarchy

· Legally, politically & economically

Drako: legal reforms/Draconian – excessively harsh

· first written law code in Athens, wide use of the death penalty
Solon: Aristocrate, poet, businessman 
· soften Draconian laws

· legal reform: Heliaia- law courts, transfer power from Archons to people
· poor eligible for jury duty = power for poor

· political reform 

· Ekklesia- new members included poor, 
· qualification for office- now wealth (not birth)- opens to farmer and craftsman
· economic classes – 4 classes of citizens
· new boule: Council of 400 (4 tribes X 100)
· economic reforms
· slavery for debt forbidden – wealthy aristocrats were lending money to poor farmers, when they couldn’t pay back, they became enslaved had to pay a certain amount to the aristocratic lender
· debts cancelled

· commercial base established – offering foreign craftsman citizenship
· foundation only, rule by people not just achieved, wealth alone

Peisistratos: typical tyrant
· built temples, public buildings, water supply, festivals-encourage pride and patriotism, arts, created jobs by beautifying Athens

· Tyrannicides: Harmodius, Aristogeiton (118)
· Hippus (horse)

· hero statues in agora

· Hipparchos - murdered by the Tyrannicides, publically humiliated sister of
· Hippias: last mainland Greek Tyrant, went to Persia, hoping to regain control
Kleisthenes: Father of Democracy, political reforms

· 10 new tribes, named for a mythical Athenian Hero, worshipped, offered sacrifice. Fought under an elected General. Each served as council
· Council(boule) of 500, 50 from each tribe,  loyalty to poleis not aristocrat; had to be citizens over 30 yoa, only serve twice in lifetime in office.  Called meetings of Ekklesia, met everyday except festivals
· Council chosen by lottery, prevent corruption, annual, commissioners, archons, thousands of types
· ekklesia: Pnyx- meeting place for ekklesia, lowered age to 18, had to change where they met, Pnyx was slightly higher than that of Ares. Amend, approve or discard laws that might come into effect
· ostracism: Ostraka(ostrakon), prevention of tyranny, write the name of possibly tyrant on broken pottery (122) names showed up 6000, you were exiled, recalled if necessary by ekklesia. Writing showed literacy of Athens, most leading politicians were exiled. 
· Upper class could still only be Archons

Themistokles: father of the Athenian navy, (120) political reforms 

· First to use Ostracism – eventually exiled
· Lottery for selection of the Archons, anyone could be a Archon, Areopagus became mixed
· 10 generals, the water commissioner, architects were chosen by election

· Lower class rowers expected a larger share, but couldn’t afford it

Perikles: political reform (120)
· pay for performing public duties: jury duty in Heliaia, attending meetings of the boule and ekklesia
· influences political influence down to the lowest class.

· Wore helmet –going bald or want to distinguish from tyrant

Democracy: participatory, direct, disadvantages 
· Political offices, lottery and annual, audited at the end, only once per office, women slaves and resident aliens could not participate 

· No continuity 

5 Athenian Reformers
· Draco

· Solon

· Kleisthenes

· Themistokles 

· Perikles

The Agora and Democracy

Overview: asty: acropolis, Areopagus, Pnyx, Panathenaic way, agora

Gates: Dipylon & Sacred, Piraieus- fortified harbor 
Agora: 


multi-purpose – political center, economical center, administrative activities
Buildings

· altar of the 12 gods – 12 Gods of Mt.Olympus 
Stoa Basileus – Royal Stoa offices of the Archon Basileus, built by Peisistratos stone in front take their oath of office, Solon law code. Hippocarus murdered out front
· Stoa Poikele – painted stoa, paintings of important events, Trojan wars, Theseus vs Amazon, victory trophies, Stoic philosophers met. Social center for men
· Stoa of Zeus – built to honor Zeus as savior of Athens from Perisans, Athenian soldiers who died had their shields

· Peisistratos – fountain house, hydria containers. 9 spouts
· Hephaestion- Athena as well row of column, separates into 2 spaces. (120)
· Old Bouleterion – archive building,  had to build a new to accommodate more space for council
· New Bouleterion

· prytaneion (tholos) -  town hall, standard sets of weights and measures. Seal of Athens and key to treasury in the back of the Parthenon, sacred fire of Athens.  Had to live there, 24 hours manned.  
· shrine of the Eponymous Heroes – each tribe had  statue of its mythical hero, notices for each tribe on boards underneath. 
· Strategeion: military HQ: 10 elected strategoi (generals), no limits to the number of times to be elected, not paid
· Mint – lower right corner
· Athenian finance – Attic Owls, bronze, silver, gold, oldest European currency, 2600 years
· Treasurers were elected, paid by customs and resident aliens, major expenses were paid by rich. Everything was documented in stone

· Klepsydra(water clock for timing legal speeches) for Heliaia (125)
· Trials, 6 minutes
· Antiochis (an eponymous hero) name of one of the 10 tribes)

· Responsible for criminal enforcement, chairmen over saw proceeding, no lawyers, defended self, old number of jurors, everyday selected.  

· klepsydra

· Bronze ballots (123) 
Words to Remember

People: Theseus, Draco, Solon, Peisistratos, Tyrranicides, Hippias, Hipparchos, Themistokles, Perikles

Places: asty, chora, Pnyx, altar of the 12 gods, Stoa Basileus, Stoa Poikele, Hephaestion, Old Bouleterion, New Bouleterion, prytaneion (tholos), shrine of the Eponymous Heroes

Terms: synoicism, demos, archons, Archon Basileus, Polemarch, Eponymous Archon, thesmothetes, Areopagus Council, Ekklesia, Heliaia, Council of 400, Council of 500, strategoi, klepsydra

See attached plan of the Athenian Agora (from http://plato-dialogues.org/tools/agora.htm)

Points to Ponder

1. In what ways does ancient Athenian democracy differ from Canadian democracy? How is it the same?

2. Do you think Athenian democracy would work in Canada? Explain.

3. In what ways does the Athenian agora resemble downtown Ottawa? How does it differ?
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