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PSYC1002 Winter 2011 – OPTIONAL Grade-Raising Assignment
PLEASE READ CAREFULLY

This is #2 of the two optional grade-raising options (as indicated in the course outline, the other option is to participate in psychology research).  You are not required to do either grade-raising option, and you are welcome to do either both options, or just one (either one).

Due:  Before noon on Friday, March 18th 2011.  Late assignments will not be accepted (you have all semester).
This assignment will be submitted through the on-line “assignment submission” tool on our WebCT course web site (i.e. this is a paperless assignment).  The assignment can be submitted anytime during the semester, as long as it is submitted before noon on March 18th.  The assignment submission tool requires you to first “upload” the assignment and then click on “submit” (i.e. it is a two-stage process).  Ensure to submit early so that you are not trying to figure out how to submit your assignment as the deadline is passing.  WebCT will keep track of who submits their assignment and when.  Note, it would be ideal if (before submitting your assignment) you saved your assignment using your own name as the file name (otherwise I end up with a hundred documents all labelled as “psych paper”).

Note:  This is an OPTIONAL grade-raising assignment – you are not required to submit this assignment.  Additionally, your written assignment will be evaluated and given a grade out of 100.  This will then be translated into a mark out of 4, which will then be added to your final grade.  

WORK THAT IS INCOMPLETE OR OBVIOUSLY SLOPPY/HAPHAZARD WILL BE GIVEN A GRADE OF ZERO.  Another way to say this would be: Please do not waste my time by turning in something in which you have not bothered to invest your time.

Instructions:
· This assignment will consist of a review of two Psychology research articles (chosen from a list of 5 possible articles).  There will be 4 “questions” (sets of questions) that will need to be answered for each of the two articles.  
· The assignment will be approximately 8-12 pages in total (i.e. 4-6 pages per article) it will be double spaced with one inch margins (using a 12-point, Times New Roman font).  A paper that is longer than 12 pages is acceptable (provided that the extra length is justifiable!), but a paper that is less than 8 pages will be considered too short (i.e. inadequate).  This page limit will not include the title page (the title page will include your identifying information – i.e. name, student number, email address, course number, and instructor).  
· The evaluation form is at the bottom of this file, please read carefully.

· If you have any questions, or need any help, I am definitely available to help.  Please feel free to visit during office hours or email for alternate times to meet.  In addition, our Teaching Assistant is also available to help – and will be holding “help sessions” closer to the due date.  Lastly, the Library has staff who are available to help you if you are having difficulty using the Library’s web site.  (Look at all this help!  It’s almost as if we want you to succeed.)
Providing References for Your Assignment:

There is no need for a “References” section, nor is there any need for you to provide citations within the body of your paper (and we don’t use footnotes for references in Psychology).  
Why do you not need to provide references for this assignment?  
This is because of the nature of this particular assignment – the questions are very specifically asking you about the article, therefore I already know where you are getting the ideas for your answers (i.e. you are answering the questions based on what you have read in the assigned article, and perhaps also getting some information from the textbook).  Therefore, this is a rather unique assignment – this might be your only University assignment where you do not need to provide references.
Here is the list of the five possible articles (choose any two):

When looking for the articles online – use PsycINFO (a psychology-specific search tool available through the library’s website) – anything else is just a waste of your time.  Thus, you need to get to this search tool by going through the library’s web site.  It requires you to log in (as a Carleton student, access to this tool is free).  
A tip is to search PsycINFO using the author’s last name (and then you would change the search criteria to “Author”).  For example, if you were looking for the first article, you would enter “Austin” on the first row (and change the search criteria to “author”) and enter “Duka” on the second row (and change the search criteria to “author”) and then click “search” – this will give you every article published by “Austin” and “Duka” (or any other pair of authors with the same last names).
1. Hergovich, A., Schott, R., & Arendasy, M. (2008). On the relationship between paranormal belief and schizotypy among adolescents. Personality and Individual Differences, 45, 119-125.

2. Logel, C., Walton, G. M., Spencer, S. J., Iserman, E. C., von Hippel, W., & Bell, A. E. (2009). Interacting with sexist men triggers social identity threat among female engineers. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 96, 1089-1103.

3. Storey, J. E., Hart, S. D., Meloy, J. R., & Reavis, J. A. (2009). Psychopathy and stalking. Law and Human Behavior, 33, 237-246.

4. Wood, V. F., & Bell, P. A. (2008). Predicting interpersonal conflict resolution styles from personality characteristics. Personality and Individual Differences, 45, 126-131.

5. Kraus, M. W., & Chen, S. (2009). Striving to be known by significant others: Automatic activation of self-verification goals in relationship contexts. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 97, 58-73.
Note:  If you are having difficulties retrieving any of these articles, there are people in the library who are there to help.  Additionally, you are also welcome to ask me for help – I would be glad to demonstrate how to retrieve these articles.

Here are the four questions to be answered for each of the two articles:

1.  What is the underlying theoretical basis of the article?

To answer this question, you will read (and understand) the article’s Introduction.  In addition, you might want to make use of your textbook and match up the ideas presented in the article with material from the text (looking for similar concepts).  The textbook will help give you some background to the ideas, but the majority of the information will come from the article itself.

When answering this question, you might want to touch on the following ideas:

What general “psychological theory” are the authors basing their work upon?  Discuss this theoretical basis.  What is it?  What does it say about human nature (how does it explain the behaviour of people)?  How does this theoretical basis relate to this specific article?  This part of your answer can be rather lengthy (i.e. two pages, or more)

2.  What hypothesis (or hypotheses) are the authors testing in this study?  How are they proposing to test these hypotheses?


To answer the first part of this question, you are going to tell me the article’s hypothesis (or hypotheses).  This particular answer will bring you close to quoting the article (but I still want everything put into your own words).  The answer to the first part of this question will be relatively short.


To answer the second part of this question, you are going to tell me a bit about “what they did” in their study.  They have proposed a hypothesis, and then they designed a study to test that hypothesis – and you are to tell me “how” they tested that hypothesis (i.e. they brought participants into a lab and had them fill out questionnaires on their level of “Stress” and their “Satisfaction With Life”).  The answer to all of question number two might take just one page.

3.  What are the results of this study?  Were the hypotheses supported?  If so, how?  If not, what did the authors find?

To answer this question, you do not need to get into too many numbers; I want to know the results “in general.”  The answer to this question might take one or two pages.

4.  From this study, what do we now know about human behaviour?  What has this study revealed (what new understanding) about human nature?


This question is the first opportunity for you to be a bit creative.  I want you to tell me about the study, and the meaning of their findings.  But I also want you to relate these findings to the real world – based on these findings, what do we now know about human nature?  Your discussion here should be grounded in the results of the study, but feel free to explore what these results might mean in the larger context of the real world.

NOTE: In order to answer these questions, you will need to carefully read the articles.  Also, you might refer to the lecture notes and the textbook for additional supporting material.  If you are having trouble answering any of these questions, please feel free to meet with me to discuss the issues – I would be more than glad to help you work through the articles.  The purpose here is to learn something about Psychology (and to demonstrate your learning), not to force you into some impossible task.

ANOTHER NOTE – the format of the paper should not be one big essay, it should be a series of Q&A along the following lines…

Article #1 – question #1

Answer #1

Question #2

Answer #2

Question #3

Answer #3
Question #4

Answer #4

Article #2 – question #1

Answer #1  (ect.)

A note about plagiarism. 

(this could also be called “How to avoid getting kicked out of school”)

I would recommend that you avoid quoting from the article.  Everything in your paper should be put into your own words.  If there is some exception, and you absolutely need to use the researcher’s own words, then ensure to put the quote into “quotation marks” as this denotes that you are using someone else’s words.  However, when marking the assignment I want to determine that you understand the material (I already know that the researchers who wrote the article understand it) – thus, it really needs to be in your own words.
A very good strategy would be to read one of the questions (so that you know what you are looking for) and then work your way through the article (you can jot down a few notes on a separate piece of paper if you need to). Then, put the article away and answer the question. This will ensure that you are not using the researcher’s words. Then repeat the process for the next question.
In an above note, I have already discussed why you don’t need to provide citations or references for this particular assignment.  But in general, for any other assignment, you would most definitely need to provide citations and references for your work.

Evaluation Form (this is the form I will use to evaluate your assignment):

Evaluation Form for GRA#2

Your assignment will be evaluated across three broad domains: Content, Organization, and Language Use (or Style).  These will be evaluated primarily on: 1) how well you summarized the theory and the research of each of the articles, 2) how well you communicated your ideas, and 3) evidence that careful thought has gone into the preparation of the answers and the presentation of the ideas. 

Presentation & Organization:  ___ out of 50 marks

· Title page with complete identifying information.

· 12-point, times new roman font; one inch (or less) margins; no extra spaces between paragraphs.

· EDITING!  Your written work should demonstrate that care and consideration has gone into the writing and editing.  Arguments should be clear, concise and non-ambiguous.

· Correct use of grammar and punctuation?

· Spelling mistakes?  (In the age of computers, there are no excuses for spelling mistakes)

· Sentence structure promotes flow of reading?  (i.e. it is apparent that you have edited your work)

· For each of the answers – is there a logical progression to the ideas?  Is it apparent that careful thought has gone into the development of the answers (the development of the ideas)?

· Writing style – third person (i.e. academic): Is the writing style succinct and to the point (i.e. no rambling)? 

· Other: ___________________________________________________

Content & Theory:  ___ out of 50 marks

· For this section – the essential question is “Did you answer the questions correctly?”

· Is it apparent that careful thought has gone into the preparation of the answers?

· Are the underlying Psychological theories discussed and analyzed?  

· Are the hypotheses correct?

· Is there a discussion of the nature of the research built upon the theories? 

· Are the theories and the research discussed with adequate depth? 

· Are the results accurate?

· Is the discussion of the results an appropriate length?

· Are the conclusions based upon the findings of the article?

· Is the paper an appropriate length? (this has more to do with content than a specific word count)

· Other: ___________________________________________________

TOTAL:  ____ out of 100 marks  
Note:  This will be translated into a mark out of 4, which will then be added to your final grade in the course.
Comments:
