
Lecture 19: Life: Private & Intellectual

1. Place for the chorus – orchestra

2. Producer of a play – choregos

3. First actor – Thespis

4. Writer of tragedies about women – Euripides

5. Where the audience sat - theatron

Φ φ Phi is for Pheidias – a famous sculptor. Gold+ivory statues of Athena Parthenos p.126 and Zeus of Olympia
The Family
Infant mortality – 1 in 3.
Mother is 14, father is 30

Father is likely mother’s counsin or uncle.

Arranged marriage

Women were expected to produce heirs, supervise slaves, supervise food prep, making of clothing, stay at home
Women & Religious Festivals 
· Eleusinian Mysteries (Demeter) – for all Greeks. Male + female.
· Panathenaia (Athena) - Appeared in Panathenaic procession carrying things like hydras. Athena’s birthday. Peplos made by women
· Thesmophoria (Demeter) – exclusively female festival. Held all over Greek world. Meanings “carrying treasures”. 3 day festival. Fasted  days, 3rd day they dig up terracotta models of penises, piglets.Symbols of fertility. Took place in fall.
· Aristophanes – made Thesmophoria subject of one of his comedies. Where women who participated in Thesmophoria hold a sex strike to get men to stop waging war.
· Brauronia (Artemis) – about rite of passage. Exclusively for females. Coming-of age festival for girls before marriage.
Role of father


Exposure - if sickly, they would be left out to die.

Amphidromia – if child was a boy, father would be proud. Newborns not named for first few days since they would not often survive. Amphidromia – when father picked up son and carry them around the hearth. this when when you would be named.
Infant feeding – no breast feeding. Mother hand infants to a wet-nurse to be fed.
Babies & the Anthesteria – Anthesteria (like-halloween). 3 year olds at the end of the festival would be given a miniature oinochoe. They wore a crown of ivy. Wine jug, symbolized weaning and survival of the infant.
Females live til 36. Males live to mid-40s.
Review of Ancient Greek Burial Customs


elite burials

Ampharete – p.140. mother and an infant. Tombstone is memorial of both of them.

Dexileos – p.180 gives DOB and DOD and who he was. He was a calvalry man.

The Sarcophagus – made of clay + terracotta then painted. P.48-49. Stone sarcophagi – p.181 trojan princess shown in carving.

Cist graves – p.34

Grave Markers: stele (p.45: mycenaean period. Doesn’t tell of who died or when they lvied. Tells story or history of the person who died.), amphora, kouroi, soros (mound of earth over Athenians killed at Marathon), monumental sculpture


Honouring the dead: libation, lekythos (p.183 jugs held oil, oil pour to the ground), grave offerings (containers, jewelry)
Ancient Education – very early education
Purpose: to make useful members of society. Parents were primary teachers.

girls: textile manufacture: peplos ( square of cloth is folded, pinned, belted), chiton (male 

and female garment), himation ( men + women garment that can be used as a blanket), household management, weave garments, cook, clean
females were rarely taught to read and write. But schools existed.

boys: Solon made it a law that fatheres had to teach son a trade. Lots of boys learned 
agriculture. Others learnt blacksmithing and other crafts. He wanted to give diversity to the economy. He wanted a commercial base.
Schools were privately run. Discipline strict, tuition cheap. Teachers were poorly paid. Schools could be outside.
· curriculum: reading: papyrus, parchment, vellum, stylus
· music: lyre, kithara, diaulos, aulos, chorus (Plato)
· p. 138-139 – diaulos (double flute) aulos (single flute) and writing on a wooden – wax hinged tablet
reading was always done aloud. Homer was a big subject in education. Arithmetic important for business. Taught to play instruments, sing, dance b/c rhythm and harmony were considered essential for life. For a man, musical training was essential for military marching.
Plato: “an uneducated man is one who lacks chorus training”


p.114 phalanx, trireme p.111 (rowing boat)
Physical Education: palaistra (part of the gymnasium where physical activities went on), gymnos (naked), gymnasium, Hermes, Herakles (both were gods of gymnasiums)
military training was emphasized
Gymnasium: polis run sports complex.
Running tracks under colonnade. This was also a school room with lectures. Olive oil smeared on body, strigil is a curved tool that scraped off the oil with the dirt that clings on the oil to clean themselves.
Rhetoric – good public speaking was necessary to persuade. Persuade ekklesia, heliaia. You were your own lawyer. Rhetoric ( good public speaking technique).
Sophist  “wise man”. They were itenerant teachers. They set up schools with emphasis on rhetoric. Rhetric prepared citizens to be effective in a democracy. They learned how to win arguments without argument for the truth. Teaching of rhetoric, undermined old social values and education system.
Protagoras – one of the best rhetoric teachers.
Was Sokrates a Sophist? – no. he was the 1st true philosopher.
Aristophanes gave him the traits of a sophist in his play.

Socrates focused his attention on ethics, rather than the physical world pre-socratic philosophers had been interested in. Oracle of Delphi claimed that nobody was wiser than Socrates. He proved it, because Socrates knew that he knew nothing. He thought that learning to think for yourself was the key to success in democracy, not rhetoric. He used the socratic method to get people to think for themselves. He was a warrior who fought for Athens. Served in council of 500. Son of a stone cutter

impiety & corruption ​– charged with not believing in gods of athens (impiety) and for teaching new gods. He was thought to be corrupting youths. He had to defend himself in Heliaias and he lost.

hemlock: he was condemed to death by drinking from cup of hemlock (a plant). The substance he drank was a poison. Results in paralysis of the nervous system. 

Plato & Xenophon – wrote accounts of socrates death. But this painful death was not edited in either accounts. Accounts differed thought they were both supposedly present at death.
Stoning was another penalty for death.
Plato:  new married, came from a wealthy family. Produced larged quanities of written dialogues with socrates. They were imaginary.
Academy [Hekademos] (he founded it. First western university. It had specialized 
teachers and integrated curriculum with no intuition. Seminar –type instruction.)  , 
dialogues, Plato’s Laws, The Republic (the ideal greek state), Sicily – he traveled here in 

hopes of seeing ideal polis. Tyrant of Syracuse wanted Plato to teach Tyrant’s son to be a 

philosopher king.
Aristotle ( Plato’s star pupil): Lyceum (another institute of higher learning), constitutions (his pupils collected and research constitutions of 100 different Polis.)

Non-Athenian
Tutored alexader

Established systematic research

He was a scientist

Astromomer who taught geocentricity. Pioneer biology (zoology + botany) and 
astronomy
Diogenes of Sinope: Cynic: doing what comes naturally: honourable and decent


Cynics are dogs, they acted like dogs in public.

Old Bouleterion, Stoa of Zeus is where he hung out

He searched for an honest man
Alexander – wanted to meet Diogenes of Sinope. He found Diogenes enjoying sunshine while living in a barrel.
Zeno: Stoa Poikele – stoic meeting place. Stoic school of philosophy. He believed only real good was virtue, and not being virtuous is evil.
Epicurus – hellenistic philosopher whereas others were classical.

His school was in his garden where his pupils met.


Epicurean: the highest good is pleasure; obtain a happy tranquil life with freedoms from pain and fear. They believed that there was no after life. Gods neither rewarded nor punished humans


His pupils included slaves and women.

Raphael: school of athens – a painting that brings together philosophers from all ages. Athens was centre of philosophy
Words to Remember

People: Sokrates, Plato, Aristotle, Diognenes, Zeno, Epicurus, Hermes, Herakles

Places: Academy, Lyceum, Stoa Poikele

Terms: amphidromia, Thesmophoria, Brauronia, Anthesteria, libation, lekythos, papyrus, parchment, vellum, stylus, lyre, kithera, diaulos, aulos, palaistra, gymnos, gymnasium, impiety, hemlock, ‘Republic’

1. Points to Ponder

2. If the purpose of education is to make useful members of society, how did Athenian education meet the a) political and b) military needs of the polis? How did it differ from Spartan education?

3. Which of the ancient schools of philosophy appeals to you? Why?


