
Lecture 18: Literature and Drama

1. Dedicated to many Gods – Erechtheion

2. Small ionic temple –Temple of Athena Nike (commemorates battle of salamis)

3. Combined doric + ionic orders – Parthenon (dedicated to Athena) Parthenos = Athena was a virgin goddess

4. Entrance gate to the acropolis – Propylaia (combined doric exterior + ionic interior)

5. Chryselephantine statue here (ivory + god statue) [elephant – ivory!]

Υ υ Upsilon – first original letter Greeks invented. “naked” u
Significant Authors: 
Archaic: many authors/many places/many genres
Homer: Odyssey + Illiad. Homer competitions @ religious festivals. Hippocus initiated Homer 

events

Peisistratos, Odeion

Hesiod of Askra, Boiotia – wrote epic poetry. Wrote 1 poem about origins of the Gods. 

Works+Days. Works were meant to be sung outloud to music.
Tyrtaios of Sparta – wrote marching songs about Spartan army. How great it was to die for 

Sparta. Patriotic songs.
Archilochos of Paros – soldier. Participated in colonization of Thasos. Lost his shield in a battle 

with inhabitants of this island. He wrote a song about it. He wrote personal songs with 

military theme.
Solon of Athens – introduced law court, wrote about his accomplishments. Bragged about his 
reforms.Also wrote patriotic stuff. 
Anaximander of Miletus – first prose writer. One of pre-socratic philosopher. Anticipated Darwin’s theory of evolution. Indefinite is root of all things.
Classical

History: historians lived in Athens. 

Herodotus of Halicarnassos (Caria) – wrote history of the Persian wars. “The Histories” 

investigated reasons why the war occurred. 

Thucydides of Athens – military man. Wrote about history of Peloponnesian war. 

Unfinished. It was chronological.

Xenophon – finished Thucydides’ history. Wrote the Hellenica which takes on from 

where Thucydides left off. He left Athens for Spartans after Persian war. He wrote How-to books, history of Cyrus
Drama: Athenian original p. 126 Parthenon
Theatre – Theatre of Dionysos p.136 located at the slopes of the acropolis. 
This is a theatre; not an amphitheatre. Theatre is outside. Seats were stone benches.
Theatron – where audience sits. Orchestra- at centre has an altar to Dionysos; where chorus is. Proskenion – where props were kept. Skene - where actors performed.  
City Dionysia – 5 day festival in honour of Dionysos
1. Held in march

2. Promoted by Peisistratos

3. Encouraged polis pride + establish identity

4. Religious rite

5. Competitions

State holiday. Huge festival.

contests & prizes
· Judges: 1 per tribe

· Prizes for actors,writers + produces

· Judges selected by lottery

· Winners judged by audience

· More than 1 prize

· Day 1:  day ends with a komos – p.134 a party out in the street. Lots of drinking + music
· Started with a parade (procession)
· Paraded giant penises b/c Dionysis had a connection with fertility
· Feasting + sacrifices (barbeque)
· Tribal chorus contests. Chorus – group of singing + dancing men
· Days 2-4: tragedy & satyr competitions
· Day 5: comedy competitions
What is drama?

Definition – to do something great. Something written to be performed by actors. 

4 types of performance

· Dithyrambs (chorus)

· Tragedy

· Satyr plays

· Comedy
Beginning of Drama


dithyramb: Thespis – first actor, Thespian- what actors are called

Actors 
· have a dialogue then Chorus performs.
· Played parts for both sexes

· Played multple parts (in Athens only 3 actors could be in a tragedy)

· In comedy only 4 actors allowed 

· Paid by the city of athens

Chorus – sing + dance


Meant to intensify the drama.



They unify the play and provide background information for us



As time passes, role of chorus decreases and role of actor increases



Remain in place the entire play


Altar to dionysis. One of 10 generals makes a sacrifice in the altar before they perform

Tragedy – p.134 

Based on myths 
Written in poetry form

Theme: struggle / conflict 
NO on-stage violence


Instead, violence happens off stage = obscene (obskene)

Actors would move backstage, someone comes out and describes violent act

Ekkyklema – cart where “dead body” is rolled out

Structure



kosmos  - order. Tragedies were orderly.
· Prologue: introduction. Chorus sings + dances and gives you background of play 
· Parodos: chorus enters

· Episode- when actors act. Interaction.
· stasimon – when chorus sings 
· Exodos- when chorus leaves + actors leave

 Actors costumes: p. 134 
Masks
Contemporrary clothing: long or short chiton, himation

Kothornoi – platform boots
Chrous – dressed for their roles. Not fancy
Satyr Plays: Dionysiac element

· Relief from tragedy
· Dioysiac element
· Not Satire!
· Actors dressed as as actors in tragedy
· Chorus – wore masks. Loin cloths. Leather phalloi (penises). Tails.they imitate attendants of Dionysis. They also interact with actors.
Comedy:  features:

Comtemporary fantasy


Funny, crude, body parts


Grotesque


Lampoon


Ludacrous predicaments
4 actors per comedy
Grotesque masks
Padded costumes

Flat slippers


Had leather phalloi strapped on them. In honour of Dionysis, or b/c Greeks found 

it funny
chorus – dressed according to the name of the comedy. Ex. If comedy was called; “The 

Frogs”, they would dress like frogs
Who Paid?


Polis – drama controlled, financed, organized by polis.


Polis paid actors



Polis paid the poor to attend



Polis “appointed” the producers + directors

Choregos – producer.


Appointed by eponymous archon



Form of taxation



Gave them an opportunity to show off their wealth.



Prize: tripod. If they produced the best play


monuments (Lysikrates) –p.137. Choregic Monument of Lysikrates. Originally 

had a tripod sitting at top of monument
Audience

· Athenian citizens (men) and resident aliens

· Poor were paid to attend (Perikles)
Writers

· Selected by eponymous archon
· Tragedy writers: must write 3 tragedies + 1 satyr play
· Comedy writers: only write 1 play
· all plays written in poetry forms. Plays quite similar to Opera.
Tragic Playwrights

Aeschylus


biography: fought at Marathon & Salamis

Sicily- came here to write plays for tyrant
unusual death – died when bird carrying a tortoise dropped it on his head

Innovations – introduced 2 actors. Introduced props.

The Persians- a play based on battle of Salamis (choregos for this play: Perikles)


Acted in his own plays

Orestaia: a trilogy.

· Orestes- son of Agamemnon
· Play 1: return of Agamemnon
· Play 2: Orestes kills mother for killing father
· Play 3: Justice from Areopagus Council – for Orestes killing mother
Sophokles


Friend of Herodotus


Wrote 2 Oedipus plays


Very successful. Wrote 120+ tragedies

Innovations – introduced the 3rd actor. Introduced scenery + backdrops

Oedipus Tyrannos –one of the plays.

Didn’t act in his own plays
Euripides


From Salamis

Macedonia – tragic death here. He went hunting and hunting dogs tore him to pieces

Focued on female protagonists: witches, sluts, murderers etc.
‘Medea’ – a play he wrote. Medea was wife of Jason.
Use of: ekkyklema and mechane

Comedy – also sponsored by polis
Main character is in every single scene, so main actor holds only 1 role. Other 3 actors manage all other parts

Old Comedy: Aristophanes ​ - used physical comedy


His strength in political comedies.



Best source of information of people he was making fun of.

New Comedy: Menander – origin of the modern sitcom


Domestic plots, realistic settings



Huge influence on roman comedy
The Greek Theatre


Epidauros:Theatre at the  sanctuary of Asklepios 


parts: theatron, orchestra, thymele, skene, proskenion, parados- where chorus comes in
Words to  Remember

People: Thespis, Thespian, Lysikrates, Aeschylus, Sophocles, Euripides, Aristophanes, Menander

Places: Athens

Terms: dithyramb (chorus), tragedy, satyr play, comedy, Lenaia, City Dionysia, komos, theatron, orchestra, thymele, skene, proskenion, parados, tragedy, satyr, comedy, chiton, himation, kothornoi, phalloi, choregos, obscene, prologue, parodos, episode, stasimon, exodos, ekkyklema, mechane

Points to Ponder

1. How does the ancient Greek theatre differ physically from modern theatres? In what ways is it the same?

2.  What aspects of ancient Greek drama are still present in modern drama (stage, screen, TV, etc.)?

3.  Violence in Greek tragedy was off-stage (obscene) but vividly described by an actor. Which do you think is more effective, ‘live action’ or a description that leaves the action to be imagined by the audience? 
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(Ideal plan of theatre at Epidauros)

A Proskenion (stage) E Kerkides ("wedges": sections of seating)
B Paraskenia (wings) F Prohedria (seats of honour)

C Paradoi (entrances to orchestra) G Diazoma (gangway)

D Entrances for spectators H Analemma (outer wall)
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