
Lecture 17: Eleusinian Mysteries, Panathenaia, Acropolis (Athens)

Τ τ  Tau is for Tyrannicides – last letter in greek alphabet that was adapted from phoenicians
Agora: purpose (review) – where democracy was centred
· social: stoas – porches without building behind them – for men, fountains – get water – 
women
· political – gov. buildings. Royal stoa
· administrative: bouleterion, prytaneion, royal stoa
· legal: Heliaia

· military: strategeion – where 10 generals (strategoi) had meetings
· religion: Hephaistion – devoted to hephaistos + athena.
· finance: mint – not all poleis had mints. Trade went on in the agora.
Industrial Athens

· metal workers – worked behind Temple of Hephaistos. 
· Kerameikos – where ceremic + pottery workshops were. Sculptures were made too. Black-figure pottery produced + red figure pottery produced here.
Solon – reform said: illegal for a man not to have an occupation. All men must learn a skill trade
Equality in work. Citizens, slaves, resident aliens were all paid same wage for a job.
Salve owners could work alongside his own slaves
Wages: obols – iron spits.
Slavery – slaves were individually owned. 
· Source – purchased in slave markets.Piracy, military campaigns.
· Status –  no legal rights. Couldn’t marry or own property. Could be hired out. They can save wage and buy freedom. But they still couldn’t vote.
· Advantages – fed, housed, clothed by owner. They were never unemployed. 
They made up 40% of the popoulation in Attica. Politically and economically essential.
Economic Athens

· 3 agoras ​– asty, harbour
· Peiraieus: harbour area of Athens
· Peisistratos – tyrant of Athens. He improved harbour
· Themistokles – he fortified the harbour
· Kantharos: largest area in the harbour. Other 2 areas in harbour are naval areas.
· Imports - grain
· Exports – silver, pottery, olive oil
· 3 harbours and 2 agoras
Eleusinian Mysteries @ Eleusis

Religious procession.

· Demeter – held in honour of her
·  Eleusis is the sanctuary of Demeter
· Initiation - Greek speakers (women, slaves, free men + women) only could be initiated in this cult. They had to carry piglets for sacrifice to Demeter.
· Bay of Phaleron

· Fall – occurred every year in the fall, just before crops were planted
· Sacred Way: cista -  procession to Eleusis followed the women who carried a container on her head – cista is the container. It held sacred objects.
· Telesterion – hall of the Mysteries
· Secret nocturnal rites
· death penalty for revealing the rites
· objects taken from cista
· connected with fertility of crops
This festival began in agora, ends at borders of attica
Panathenaia – a big religious holiday. Stays within athens. Every 4 years
· Panathenaic Way – begins at dipylon gates, through agora, to acropolis
· processional route for the panathenaia
· pan = all. Festival for all athenians
· Athena: peplos

· birthday party for Athena
· peplos: athena’s b-day gift – a dress
· great honour to weave peplos for athena
· Procession: Elgin Marbles: a british museum
· p. 128. Continuous band of sculpture that runs in interior of parthenon.
· Sacrifice. P. 130. Parade. People carry parasols, baskets, hydria, olive branches, trays of offerings. Calvalry involved too.large oxen in parade to be sacrificed at altar in front of parthenon. Meat of sacrificed animals eaten by athenians, bones + hide is burned at altar so gods could enjoy the smoke. 100 bulls sacrificed at athenas party
Great Panathenaia: 
· Management

· a 10 man committee. 1 member selected from each of 10 tribes. Only office in athens 
that lasted 4 years
· Hipparchos – he introduced new contests. He added a Homer contest, where performers sing great passage from Oddessy + Illyas
· Odeion (Perikles)– great theatre with roof over it
· differences from Panhellenic games – PanATHENAIC festival, only some contests were open to other Greeks. Some of the same athletic events. Contests held in agora.
· First 4 days for all Greeks. Last 3 days for Athenians only – when team events held
· prizes: Panathenaic amphora p. 130. Filled with olive oil. Prizes always had depiction of Athena on one side, on other, is the picture of the event it was awarded for. Inscription down side of amphora saying that it was for panathenaic games.
· always black figure
· always showed Athena
· awarded for more than 1st place
· 40 litre capacity
· multiples given
· tribal events: Anthippasia – for Athenians only. p. 130
· cavalry display
· team events for 10 tribes
· dancing in armour – money + 1 ox was prize
· javelin throw from horseback
· 2 horse chariot racing – side event: charioteer jumped on and off the chariot 
as race progresses
· boat racing – money prize + 3 bulls for prize
· Panathenaic torch race
· held night before panathenaia
· tribal competition
· sacred olive tree

Archon Basileus – stands at the altar where people race with torches to
Acropolis: focus of Panathenaia. P.126
· Persian War – destoryed buildings here 
· Perikles – administered the rebuilding of the buildings.
· Greeks took an oath after Persian war that they would not rebuild buildings. They wanted to leave buildings as memorial to their victory over Persians. After peaec was made with Persians, they decided to rebuild.
Propylaia (3): Entrance gate
· combined architectural orders – exterior is Doric. Interior is Ionic.
· features 5 lanes to enter acropolis. To left is a picture gallery, also used as dining hall for officials. To right, is a mini-temple to Athena-Nike. 
Temple of Athena Nike (4) 

· order – ionic.
· Features – monolithic ionic columns. Frieze: sculpture theme is military: mythical battle scenes. Statue of Athena in temple is wingless. Commemorates Salamis.
Athena Promachos: bronze statue of Athena. Said bronze is from Persian weapons
· sculptor: Pheidias – he also created gold-ivory sculpture of Zeus at Olympia
· Marathon

Parthenon (1): 

· west Pediment: Athena vs. Poseidon. Athena won b/c she gave Athenians Olive tree.
Doric elements – has metopes.
· metope sculpture (Selinus – where putting sculpture on metope between triglys originated): 

· Theme: triumph of civilization: Greeks vs Amazons, Trojan War, Gods vs Giants, Lapiths vs Centaurs

· double interior colonnade (Poseidonia)

Ionic elements

· continuous frieze, elgin marbles
· treasury columns – 4 ionic columns in treasury (back room)
Purpose of temples

Athena Parthenos – 9 metres high. Employed 13 000 workers.
· chryselephantine – just like statue of Zeus. Meaning combination of Gold + Ivory.
· Pheidias (Athena Promachos, Zeus @ Olympia)

· Shield: depicts battle of Greeks, Amazons. But also there are depictions of Pheidias + Perikles. This was scandalous since you shouldn’t put live humans on sculpture of Gods
Erechtheus – p.128. Athena + him standing with olive tree. He was a mythical man said to have been raised by Athena. Early mythical king of Athens. One of eponymous heroes after which one of 10 tribes as named.
Erechtheion (2) – most important cult building in acropolis
Temple designed by a committee
· sacred to many gods – had wooden statues of them
· Erechtheus, Athena, Poseidon, Hermes, Dione, Zeus, Butes, Hephaistos
· sacred olive tree – Persians hacked down olive tree and burned it. But next spring ti sprouted again
· caryatid porch – faces Parthenon. There are statues of women (Caryatids). P. 129. 6 of them. They are used instead of columns. 
· ionic order.
· Built on 2 levels
· 4 rooms
James Stuart: neo-classicism


An artist.  He painted Erechtheion. He published accurate images of 2 of the buildings of the acropolis. He painted the Parthenon (1751). His artistry created a big enthusiasm for greek culture. Tabaret hall is an example of Neo-classical architecture.
Words to Remember

People: Peisistratos, Themistokles, Demeter, Athena, Athena Promachos, Pheidias, Athena Parthenos, Erechtheus

Places: Peiraieus, Kantharos, Eleusis, Telesterion, Odeion, Panathenaic Way, Propylaia, Athena Nike, Parthenon, Erechtheion

Terms: obols, cista, caryatid, peplos, Elgin Marbles, Panathenaia,, Panathenaic amphora, Anthippasia, pediment, chryselephantine, neo-classicism

Points to Ponder

1. Why was slavery important to ancient democracy?

2. In what ways did the Great Panathenaia differ from the panhellenic games at Olympia?

3. Which structure on the Athenian acropolis impresses you the most? Why?

4. Do you think the Elgin Marbles should be returned to Athens? Why or why not?

Acropolis at Athens
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