
Lecture 16:Athens I: Agora & Democracy

Σ ς/σ Sigma is for soros – a burial tumulus. A mound. Over the bodies of heros.
Classical Age (480/79-323 BCE)

Classical age starts at end of Persian war, ends at death of Alexander the Great
Democracy

· Meaning – demos = people; kratos (-cracy) = power
· Basis – liberty and equality
Women, slaves, alien residences could not participate in democracy.

Democracy is an Athenian original. In the polis of Athena is where it developed.

Tyranny + oligarchy were devloping alongside Democracy

Polis of the Athenians: Attica 

· Theseus: synoicism of Attica. He made Athens the fortified centre, and all other villages chora.
· asty – Athens; acropolis was fortified within a fortified Athens. Chora- 4 tribes
· demos = 4 tribes – families that are interrelated and controled by a powerful family
Early Archaic Political Structure

Demos governed by:



9 archons (leaders):


Qualified by birth + wealth
· archons: Archon Basileus (king – in charge of religion + law), Polemarch (military head), eponymous Archon (in charge of civil affaires. It is after him that the year in Athens is named- kept track of years by officials not numbers) + 6 thesmothetes (recorded the laws, but didn’t publish them)
· Archon Basileus + Polemarch + eponymous Archon had the most power
· Areopagus Council – after the archons serve one year, then they join this council. They met on the hill of Aries. Consisted of Archons who had previously been in office. They remained as members of the Areopagus council for their entire lives. They had to supervise the 9 archons. The Areopagus Council audited what they had done after each year. They prepared government for the Ekklesia
· Ekklesia (Assembly)
· consisted of aristocrats, farmers, craftsman. The poor were not members of Ekklesia. 
They had to elect the archon. But the only people eligeable to be an archon could only be aristocrats – this is an oligarchy.
But the oligarchy evolved slowly to a democracy
How to achieve rule by the people (democracy): 

reduce control of aristocratic oligarchy

· legally, politically & economically

Drako: legal reforms/Draconian

· Introduced the first written law code in Athens – previously it was recorded but never published to the public

· Wide use of the death penalty

· Draconian: excessively harsh
Solon: he was an aristocrat. Poet + businessman. He wrote/made songs about his accomplishments with legal reform
· he softened Draconian laws
· legal reform: Heliaia – he created law courts. Transfering admin of justice away from archons and giving it to people. The poor are eligibly for jury duty when before they couldn’t participate at all.
· political reform - changes he made
· Ekklesia, he increased membership so the poor were members of the assembly too
· qualification for office, now weath, not birth 

· economic classes, he created 4 classes. Took away the tribal system where tribes were run by wealthy aristocrats. The higher your economic class, the more eligible you were for the top offices. Lowest economic class wasn’t allowed to hold office.
· New boule: Council of 400 (had 100 members from each of the 4 tribes)
Boule = council
· economic reform

· he made slavery for debt forbidden. Aristocrats used to enslave farmers who couldn’t pay back loans
· all debts were then cancelled
· commercial base established; he offered foreign craftsman citizenship.
Foundation for democracy established. New prosperity created inequality
Peisistratos: typical tyrant – relative of Solon. Peisistratos seized power illegally. Good kind of tyrant since he created employment by building temples and public buildings, improved water system and drainage, organized festivals, arts.
· Tyrannicides(meaning assassins of Tyrants): p. 118
· Harmodius, Aristogeiton – they assassinated Hipparchos because Hipparchos hit on 
Harmondius. Hipparchos insulted Harmondius’ sister. Harmodius + Aristogeiton are consistered heros for the assassination
Peisistratos’ sons:
· Hipparchos

· Hippias – escaped assassination. He escaped to Persia. He was the last mainland Greek Tyrant
Kleisthenes:  father of democracy
political reforms:

· Tribes- made 10 new tribes. Each tribed named after mythical athenian hero. Each tribe fought as a military unit. Commanded by a general that they elected.
· council (boule) of 500 – 50 people from each of 10 new tribes. Held property in common with fellow tribesman. Purpose is to create a foundation of loyalty to Polis, not the aristocratic families. Eligibility: citizens over 30 yrs old. Could only serve twice in their lifetime in any position in office. They prepared agenda and called meetings for Ekklesia. Members of Boule were chosen by lottery- not elected
· lottery – one of the biggest differences between ancient and modern democracy. This is how you prevent corruption, it is more democratic when chosen like this because everyone had an equal opportunity to be in office despite social class and personality
· ekklesia: Pnyx – the meeting place for ekklesia. Kleisthenes lowered age from 30 to 18 for eligibility to be in the assembly. More people joined, thus they moved meeting place to Pnyx. Ekklesia can reject or approve or ammend resolutions which turn into decrees and laws. They had more power than the Boules now.
· ostracism: Ostraka –ostrakon for Ostracism
· way of preventing Tyranny. Ostracism is a negative popularity pole. Annual vote to 
determine if anyone was aiming at becoming a tyrant. 
· p. 122. You get a piece of broken piece of pottery and write name of person you think 
might want to become a tyrant. Study of the pottery revealed that not all athenians could write
· if your name showed up 6000 times, you are exiled for 10 years
people had more rights, but still, only aristocrats could be archon. Proto-democracy
Themistokles: father of the Athenian navy p. 120
political reforms 

· ostracism –first to use this
· lottery – introduced lottery for selection of archons. So now everyone could be a potential archon. This meant Areopagus council were not just aristocrats now.
Lower class couldn’t afford to participate in government without losing income.

Perikles: political reform p.120 – wore a helmet to distinguish himself from another tyrant he looked like
· introduced pay for performing public duties

· made it possible for poor to participate so they don’t lose money.
· Initiated pay for: 
· jury duty in Heliaia
· attending meetings of the boule + ekklesia
Democracy: participatory, direct, 
disadvantages –every year government completely changes. No continuity. Majority of 
population still can’t participate: women, children, resident aliens, slaves
5 Athenian Reformers:

· Draco

· Solon

· Kleisthenes

· Themisokles

· Perikles

The Agora and Democracy

Overview: asty: acropolis, Areopagus, Pnyx, Panathenaic way (main path of Athens), agora

Gates: Dipylon & Sacred, Piraieus

Dipylon ( open to Piraieus to take ferry to crete


Sacred gates: open to religious purposes
Agora: 


multi-purpose – not just a marketplace, it Is a political + economical centre, social, judicial, administrative activities
Buildings

· altar of the 12 gods – Gods of Mt. Olympus. The place from which road distances were measured in Athens. Sacrifices made here too.
· Stoa Basileus – Royal Stoa. offices of the archon basileus. Where Solons laws were displayed. Where statue of Tyrannicides stood, where Hippachos was killed.
· Stoa Poikele – painted Stoa. At back of building were paintings of important events ex. Thesus defeating Amazon, Persian War. Meeting place of the Stoic philosophers. Shields of enemy displayed
· Stoa of Zeus – showed shields of Athenians who died in war
· fountain house – where women were gathered. Where they went everyday to collect water in Hydrias.
· Hephaestion – p.120. May also be devoted to Athena.
· Old Bouleterion – council building. Built for reforms of Solon – council of 400.
· New Bouleterion – built after Boule of Kleisthenes had more people, so this council house was erected. Then, Old Bouleterion became an archive building
· prytaneion (tholos) – town hall. Had a standard set of weights and measures for athens ONLY. To ensure market standards. Where they kept keys to treasury in back of Parthenon. Kept sacred fire of Athens. Headquaters of executives of Boules – 50 men. They were fed and some lived there.
· shrine of the Eponymous Heroes –  each tribe had a mythical representative that a statue was dedicated to. Under statues had religious + military notices posted.
· Strategeion: military HQ: strategoin
· where 10 elected strategoi (a general in military)
· no limit to number of times someone can serve
· not paid position
· mint – in the agora
· Athenian finance

· where Attic owls introduced
· bronze, silver, gold
· oldest European currency
Resident aliens paid taxes to pay treasurers. Major expenses paid for by wealthy. 

Inventory and records inscribed in stone
· Heliaia

· Trials – no lawyers, prosecuter brings defendant to court.Cases only lasted a day. Voting done by secret ballot. 
· klepsydra – water clock used for timing legal speeches. 
· p. 125. 2 containers of differing sizes. Water travels from one to another and that 
travel of water is how time is measured. 6 minutes. ‘Antiochis’ (an eponymous hero): name of 1 of 10 tribes
· ballots – bronze ballots. P. 123.
Words to Remember

People: Theseus, Draco, Solon, Peisistratos, Tyrranicides, Hippias, Hipparchos, Themistokles, Perikles

Places: asty, chora, Pnyx, altar of the 12 gods, Stoa Basileus, Stoa Poikele, Hephaestion, Old Bouleterion, New Bouleterion, prytaneion (tholos), shrine of the Eponymous Heroes

Terms: synoicism, demos, archons, Archon Basileus, Polemarch, Eponymous Archon, thesmothetes, Areopagus Council, Ekklesia, Heliaia, Council of 400, Council of 500, strategoi, klepsydra

See attached plan of the Athenian Agora (from http://plato-dialogues.org/tools/agora.htm)

Points to Ponder

1. In what ways does ancient Athenian democracy differ from Canadian democracy? How is it the same?

2. Do you think Athenian democracy would work in Canada? Explain.

3. In what ways does the Athenian agora resemble downtown Ottawa? How does it differ?
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