
Lecture 15: Archaic Greek Warfare

Ρ ρ Rho is for the Riace Bronzes – statues found in the sea. Off the toe of Italy. Thought to be warriors with helmets, spears, shields. P. 178. Not archaic kouroi b/c of: posture, no symmetry, relaxed and not stiff,, angular, no archaic smile, short hair
Chigi vase – p. 114-115. It is a jug not a vase. For pouring wine. Below the neck of the jug, there is a man playing a flute. Made in Corinth ( yellowish background which is characteristic of Corinthian pottery; but it is found in Italy despite origin. Therefore, there is trade between Etruscans and Corinthians. Earliest representation of archaic warfare. Only evidence of troops marching in time to a musical instrument. Warriors holding spears. Sphynx shown also( example of orientalizing.
Warfare in the Archaic Age: 

· why? 
· fought to gain:
· individual or group prestige

· territory

· when? 
· duration: usually 1 day
· March – October (spring, summer and fall) ( time farmers had off from farming
· daylight
· prisoners & casualties
· source of income
· if prisoner was Greek, then they are freed or held for ransom
· non-Greeks: kept or sold as slaves
· Causualties had their equipment stripped for:
· personal use
· trophy display
· bodies of deceased were returned unmutilated
· truce ffor burial – truce was not broken for the most part
Land Warfare (who?)
· land-owning, citizen farmers

· no mercenaries

· 3 categories of fighters:
· Cavalry – p. 115. Dark Age innovation. Aristocratic. Small horses. Horses ridden without stirrups. Lightly used. No chariots
· heavy infantry (hoplite: what the soldier was called) – heavily-armed infantryman
· Panoply: equipment (hopla)
· helmet – made of bronze. Crest on them made of horse-hair. Restricted vision of 
the wearer. Didn’t protect the neck. Hot and heavy. Difficult to hear.
· cuirass – upper-body covering. uncommon, hot and heavy. Made of metal, but can 
be pierced with spears. Usually made of linen. You glue 7 layers of linen together, then cut it out to fit the body. Kevlar was lighter, cheaper, cooler.
·  hoplon (shield) – made of wood, covered with thin layer of bronze, diameter of 1 
metre. Has a strap to hold shield. 6kg weight. Had “devices” on them aka. Decorations. Shields meant to be scary for the enemy. Had a gorgon, raven
·  Panoply: weight: 50-70 pounds. Donned just before battle. Hot and heavy. 
Effective only in tight formation
· spear, sword

· phalanx: the tight formation held by soldiers. Marched in time to music. Consisted of 8 
rows deep. First 3 rows held spears over shoulders, rest had spears held up. Back row push front rows forward.
· light infantry: slingers, archers
· couldn’t afford to arm themselves with all the armour. They fought in primitive ways. 
They sling-shotted stones, or archery. They were not land-owners. They were rarely used in archaic age.
Naval warfare (& piracy)
· Thalassocracies in: Phokaia, Samos (Polykrates) p. 111
· trireme: basic fighting ship. 3 levels of rowers on the ships. P.111
· rowers wore cushions on butt; trireme rowers were backbone of the navy. Probably 
rowed to a flute. Lower social class. They couldn’t afford armour so they rowed boats. Citizen armies – didn’t use slaves. 125 rowers. Sails used whenever possibly. Triremes expensive to build + maintain. Basic battle technique: rowers row fast to ram enemy in side, but should not get the trireme stuck in the other ship during colision.
· ram – covered in bronze. Heavy piece of oak.4
Archaic Age Wars
Western Greeks

· Sicily: Battle of Himera 480

· Akragas – Tyrant of Akragas wanted to take over Himera, and asked for help from Syracuse. Himera sided with Carthage.
· Results
· Greek victory over Carthage
· Akragas got slaves for projects
· Syracuse gained control of 2/3 Sicily.
· Carthage vs Selinus (409 BCE) Carthage destoryed Selinus
· Syracuse vs Motya (charioteer) (397 BCE) Syracuse destroys Motya
· Cumae (474 BCE) – colony founded by Pithekoussai
· Syracuse vs Etruscans (Tyrrhenians aka Etruscans) Naval battle which Greeks also won.
· dedication of Hieron - Dedication to Zeus at Olympia ( p.113. captured Etruscan helmet
Persian Wars 499-479 BCE
· Persia: Darius – he took empire to largest extent. Persians captured Lydians who captured Greeks at Asia Minor.
· satrapy: twenty provinces Darius took
· satrap: governor – supplied troops, collected taxes
· Sardis  aka. Lydia
· Persians installed Tyrants to areas overtaken by Persians. They were hated and feared by Greeks.
· Persian Forces of Darius:
· light infantry: arrows/battle axes; smaller, lighter shields; little body armour
· used chariots in warfare. They had lots of wide-open spaces for effective chariots.
· Cavalry: armour for horse and rider
· navy: Phoenicians + Ionians.
· 499: Ionian Revolt: led by Miletus, Athens and Eretria (Euboia) help burn Sardis
· Persians quell revolt and destroyed Miletus. They decided to punish Hellenes
Phase I (492) – to punish Hellenes invasion.
· Mardonius marches on Hellas storm off  Mt. Athos
Phase II (490) ​– attack across Aegean

First, Persians destroy Eretria in Euboia. 
· Battle of Marathon (Herodotus)

· Athens send runner to Sparta to get help to fight Persians while Persians land at Marathon. Plataia helps Athens but NOT Sparta. They are busy with religious festival.
· Flat plan of Marathon suited chariots and horses of Persian warfare.
· Herodotus: 1st historical account in European history of large pitched battle
· Greek beat Persians since Persians didn’t make use of cavalry thought they could have
· myth of Marathon – runner who went to Sparta, ran from there to Marathon, fought in the war, reported the win back at Athens then dropped dead
· Miltiades dedicated his helmet on p.110 to Zeus in honour of Marathon victory
· Soros: a tumulus covering a grave site of heros. Marathon had soros of 192 Athenians
Phase III (480 BCE) Persians invade Greeks again after 10 years of recovery
· Xerxes invades. Largest invasion force of Europe until D Day in WW2. Canal at Mt. Athos dug in meantime. Xerxes is the replacement of Darius since Darius had since died.
· Themistokles – father of the Athenian Navy.
· he wanted Athennians to use silver for triremes
· opponents exiled
· 200 triremes for Athens
· defence league of 31 poleis
· Thermopylai: Leonidas was King of Sparta p. 85
· Spartans went to Thermopylai to delay Persians. More than 300 spartiates with their own 
helots.
· Leonidas lost battle.
· Response of Leonidas to Persian Ultimatum: Leonidas told Persians to “come and get it” 
when they told him to surrender his arms. He was mutilated and decapitated.
· Persians destroy Athens afterwards. 
·  Athens was evacuated
· Kourai on acropolis were thrown down wells.
· Battle of Salamis – off the shore of Attica. Xerxes watched the Greek victory.
· same day as Himera?
· Plataia (479 BCE) – last battle of Persian Wars = end of the Archaic Age
· victory for the Greeks
· the unity of Greek Poleis defeated the Persians
· Persians retreated after general was killed. They retreated to their camp and they were 
slaughtered.
· Serpent Column @ Delphi p.112
· monuent to Greek Victory
· names all 31 allied poleis
· dedicated at Delphi
· now in Istanbul, Turkey
Importance of the Persian Wars
· major turning point in western history

· 2 Hellenic super-powers emerge: Spartans on land and Athenians on Sea
Words to Remember

People: hoplite, Etruscans, Herodotus, Darius, Mardonius, Miltiades, Xerxes, Themistokles, Leonidas
Places: Himera, Carthage, Akragas, Syracuse, Motya, Sardis, Miletus, Athens, Eretria (Euboia), Mt. Athos, Marathon, Plataia, Thermopylai, Salamis
Terms: Chigi vase, panoply, hopla, cuirass, greaves, hoplon, devices, phalanx, thalassocracy, trireme, ram, satrapy, satrap, soros, serpent column

Points to Ponder

1. What differences do you detect between ancient and modern armies and warfare? 

2. What super powers were rivals of the Greeks in Sicily in the late Archaic Age? Why? Who was on the winning side?

3. Why are the Persian Wars important to western civilization?


