LINGUISTICS

The Big Ideas from Linguistic Anthropology 

1. Language is an essential part of what makes us human. 

2. All living languages are always changing. 

3. People use language to accomplish both practical and social goals. 

4. What is appropriate (“good” or “bad”) language depends on culture and context. 

Chapter 1: Introducing Linguistic Anthropology 

anthropology 

- the study of cultural and biological variations of human groups, past present and contemporary

linguistic anthropology 

- study of how language reflects/influences social life

- the study of language in both its biological and sociocultural contexts

linguistics

- the scientific study of the various aspects of human speech, including its nature, structure and changes over time

holistic

- holistic linguistics – branch of ling. Concerned with the development over time of language & languages

- holistic approach – concerned with a system as an integral whole rather than with only certain aspects of the system

Franz Boas

- dominant figure in early anthropology

- took part in >700 publications : from native music, lang, etc. To studies in culture, human bio., and archaeology

- relationships btwn language, cultures and societies

- basically was the person who helped shape the 4 subfields: bio, ling, cul, archae.

Edward Sapir

- description of morphology of Takelma (thought of as a primitive language)

- found this language to be very grammatically complex

- therefore: myth that societies that are not urbanized have little grammar is FALSE

- content of language is related to culture
- if a society doesn't need a name for something then it wont have one
- history of lang and history of culture move along parallel lines

Chapter 2: Methods of Linguistic Anthropology 

fieldwork

- the gathering of cultural or linguistic data by talking to and observing the activities of those being studied

participant observation

- the immersion of anthropological field-workers in the day-to-day activities of the people they are studying, usually for an extended period 

informant/consultant

- informant – a person serving as a source of data for the analysis of a language, speech behaviour or culture – usually a native speaker

- consultant – term used for informant in recognition of the intellectual contribution informants make to studies in linguistic anthro.

culture

- culture: the complex of human learned behaviour, knowledge, and beliefs transmitted from one generation to the next.
- A culture is the pattern of learned behaviour, knowledge and beliefs transmitted from gen. To gen. By members of a particular society.

methods used in linguistics vs. linguistic anthropology

- linguistic anthropologist insist on languages interdependence with cultural and social structures (unlike linguists)

- ling. Anthropo. View lang in its cultural framework and are concerned with the rules for it's social use – interest in speech use and relations that exist btwn lang. And its users

- linguists emphasize linguistic structure and the historical development of language

- division of labour exists btwn the two

Chapter 3: Language is Sound 

phonology

- the study and description of the sound system of a language

phonetics

- phonetic – representing in some detail the nature of speech sounds by the special symbols of a phonetic alphabet

- phonetic (transcription) – deatiled representations of speech sounds by use of the symbols of a phonetic alphabet

phoneme

- smallest distinctive sound unit of a language

“etic” vs. “emic”

- Etic – analytical approach or description based on data that are verifiable objectively and applicable cross-culturally

- Emic – analytical approach/description that emphasizes aspects of culture or language held to be significant and contrastive by members of the society being studied

voiced/voiceless

- voiced- speech sound produced while the vocal cords are vibrating (eg. B,d,g)

- voiceless- speech sound produced while vocal cords are not vibrating (eg. P,t,k)

vowels vs. consonants

- vowel: phonetically, a speech sound articulated with no significant construction in the breath channel

consonants: a speech sound during which the vocal tract is either blocked or constricted enough to produce audible friction

International Phonetic Alphabet

- its various symbols and diacritics can be used to represent a great many(but not all) sounds occuring in the world's languages

- IPA provides the academic community world-wide with a notational standard for the phonetic representation of all languages

Chapter 4: Structure of Words and Sentences 

morphology

- the study and description of the internal structure of words and of the interrelationships of morphemes (study and description of word formations)

morpheme

- smallest meaningful unit of speech (ex. Unrestful has 3 morphemes: un, rest, and ful)

discourse

- the principal analytical unit of speech, widely varying in length, form, and content

prefix/suffix

- pre. - affix that is added at the beginning of a root or stem

- suf. - affix that is added at the end of a root/stem

syntax

- the manner in which words of a language are strung together into sentences; in transformational grammar, the study of sentence structure and the relations among sentence components

Noam Chomsky

- theoretical perspective and methodology referred to as generative or transformational grammar

- generative grammar – analytical approach that uses formal rules to generate grammatical sentences in a language
- transformational grammar – a grammatical analysis using linguistic operations (transformations: adding, deleting or changing elements of one linguistic structure to produce another one) that show a correspondence btwn 2 structures

- before the introduction of this type of approach, the study of language was somewhat mechanical b/c it was concerns with units and their arrangement
- chomsky has posed and attempted to answer new questions concerning language
- chomsky says: children are born with a knowledge of what can be termed universal grammar. What the speaker of a language must learn are the specifics of the lang.

Chapter 5: Nonverbal Communication 

nonverbal communication

- transmission of messages by means other than speech or writing

paralanguage/paralinguistic features

- paralanguage- features of vocal communication that are considered marginal or optional, such as variations in tempo, intensity, or pitch

- paralinguistics – study of paralanguage

kinesics

- the study of body motions used in communication (ie. Shrugs, facial expressions, pointing, etc.)

sign language

- system of hand gestures used as an alternative to speech

Chapter 6: The Development and Evolution of Language 

channels of communication

- channel – path or medium through which info passes

- communication – transmission and exchange of info btwn individual organisms by means of symbols, signs, or behaviour

types of channels:

- acoustic – whenever someone speaks

- optical – writings, gestures, pictorial signs

- tactile – communication through touch ie. Braille

- oldfactory – communication through smell – most important for insects

communication vs. Language

- communication existed before language

- communication can involve many things language is words

the stages of human evolution in relation to language development

- Australopithecus – simple multimodal communication

- homo habilis – adaptations for prelanguage

- homo erectus – early prelanguage 

- neanderthals – beginnings of articulate speech

- cro-magnons – earliest stage of full-fledged language -> proto-indo-european

protolanguage

- an assumed or reconstructed ancestral form of a language branch of language family

design features of language - properties that characterize human speech

- vocal-auditory channel

- broadcast transmission and directional reception – don't need to see each other too communicate, binaural reception makes it possible to determine origin of sound

- rapid fading – speech signals immediately disappear

- interchangeability – humans can be speakers and hearers

- complete feedback – speakers can hear what theyre saying, therefore can monitor messages and make corrections if necessary

- specialization – human speech serves no other function than to communicate

- semanticity – speech has a meaning

- arbitrariness – no intrinsic relationship between form of a meaningful unit of language and the concept for which the unit stands

- discreetness – messages in human language are made up of distinct segments, not continuous sounds

- displacement – humans can talk about events that are far removed in time or space, eg. Events in the past, future, etc.

- productivity/openness – humans can say things that have never been said before and understand things that have never been heard before.

- duality of patterning – human lang. Is divided into meaningless sounds and meaningful parts of a lang. Both have their own independent patterns

- cultural/traditional transmission – linguistic information is passed on culturally

- prevarication – what a person says can be completely and knowingly false

- reflexiveness – humans can use language to talk about language

- learnability – any human speaker can potentially learn any human language

*human language possess all of these feature while other animals communicative systems possess only some

Nim & Washoe 

- chimpanzees – can they be taught to speak?

- washoe – taught gestural (sign) language, after 5 years had learnt up to 150 signs and could understand twice that many – adopted a chimp named loulis who he taught some signs to

- nim – also being taught signs – not interested in making signs just for contact, experiment was preformed to test the hypothesis that social context can influence the communicative performance of a signlang. Chimp – nim made 4X as many signs in social context compared to instructional. Chimps, like children tend to interact spontaneously when the situation is relaxed

Charles Hockett

- proposed the “design features” of language

Chapter 7: Acquiring Languages 

bilingualism/multilingualism

- biling. - good command of two languages

- multiling. - good command of more than two languages

relationship between language, ethnicity, nationality 

- a particular society/group of people is linked with a particular language

- their language serves as a badge of ethnic identity and uniqueness

- used to be assumed that people who speak different languages have different cultures

theories of language acquisition: 

behaviorist

-human environment (other people, ie parents) provides language stimuli to which the child responds, largely by repetition of what he or she is hearing. If the response is commendable the learner is rewarded

innatist *Chomsky

- argues that there are at least some aspects of language which must already be present at birth

- some things (eg. Equilateral triangle) don't exist in the real world, such things cannot be learned
- children can't only imitate – sheeps, gooses, and taked: show that rather than imitating others, children derive these forms on the assumption of grammatical regularity.

sociocultural 

- until recently language acquisition was treated as if it were unaffected by sociocultural factors

- Ochs and Schieffelin's view – the process of acquiring language is deeply affected by the process of becoming a competent member of society and the process of becoming a competent member of society is realized to a large extent through language, through acquiring of its functions ie. Through exchanges of language in particular social situations

- without language no child could adequately learn all aspect of the culture and worldview of their society

language acquisition device 

- inborn capacity of children to acquire their mother tongue without any formal attempt to teach it to them

- the nature of the innate hypothetical language acquisition device cannot at present be specified

- some say it consists of only general procedures helping the child to discover how to learn any natural language; others say device provides children with a knowledge of those features that are common to all languages

code-mixing, code-switching 

- code-mixing – incorporation of linguistic units from one language to another

- code-switching – changing from one language or language variety to another in the course of a spoken interaction

diglossia 

- the use of two distinct varieties of language for two different sets of functions

Noam Chomsky 

- children are born with a capacity for language development

- speaks of a genetically built-in “core grammar” – has fixed rules and optional rules and it is up to the child to discover which of these options apply to a particular language

Dell Hymes 

- the world of human societies is divisible not so much according to the languages their members speak but rather according to communicative units composed of codes and rules of code use

- nature of the association btwn a particular code and particular cultural features must be considered on a case-by-case basis

Chapter 8: Language Through Time 

synchronic vs. diachronic 

- synchronic approach – dealing with linguistic phenomena as they exist at a specific point in time (without regard for historical antecedents)

- diachronic approach – dealing with linguistic phenomena as they occur over time (considering their historical development)

linguistic classification by types 

- language isolates – a language unrelated to any other languages

- typological classifications – based on structural similarities regardless of their genetic relationship

- morphological characteristics – isolating, inflecting, agglutinative, and polysynthetic

- isolating languages – relationships among words are shown primarily by word order

- inflecting languages – mark relationships with use of one or two morphemes (suffixes, prefixes, and other markers)

* most languages will stress one of these approaches but use a bit of both

- agglutinative languages – languages in which each grammatical meaning is expressed by a separate piece of morphemic structure

- polysynthetic languages – considered by linguists to be a combination of agglutinative and inflectional features. Words in these languages are long and morphologically complex

genetic classification by language family 

- language family – includes all languages that are related by virtue of having descended from a single ancestral language

- generally only used if the relationship and correspondences among the languages have been established by careful comparative work and a convincing number of cognates

- families subdivide/branch out

- ex. Indo-European language family branches into germanic, romance, celtic, balto-slavic, etc

cognate

- linguistic forms related by virtue of descent from the same source 

lexical diffusion 

- the spreading of sound changes throughout words of a language

assimilation

- the influence of a sound on a neighbouring sound so that the two become similar or the same. 

ex. Ten bucks can sounds like tembucks

dissimilation 

- the influence of one speech sound on the articulation of another so that they become less alike

ex. February is pronounced febyuary

loanwords, borrowing 

- words borrowed from a particular language

ex. in english spagetti is borrowed from italian and kindergarten from german

hypercorrection 

- an alteration of speech habit on the basis of false analogy

ex. saying singer rhymes with finger just because the words are spelt similarly

process of reconstruction of languages

- requires thorough knowledge of historical grammar and good acquaintance with the daughter languages

- procedure is complicated but their are two main assumptions

- 1st assumption is that recurring similarities btwn words from different languages or dialects indicate that these languages/dialects are related and must have descended from a common ancestral language

- 2nd assumption is that sound changes are regular under like circumstances

Chapter 9: Languages in Variation and Languages in Contact 

idiolect 

- speech variety of a single individual 

dialect 

- regional or social variety of a language

- dialects that a mutually intelligible belong to the same language

style 

- a situational distinctive use of language in writing or speech

language contact 

- a situation of close proximity and mutual influence between languages

- can cause languages to die, mix, or develop a new language

pidgin 

- a form of spoken communication with a greatly reduced grammatical structure and limited vocabulary that is used by speakers of mutually unintelligible languages to communicate with eachother

- tends to come about suddenly as the need arises, and ceases to exist when no longer needed

creole 

- a pidgin that has become the first language of a speech community

lingua franca 

- a language used as a common means of communication between people speacking different native languages

Indo-European 

- most of the languages spoken in europe (several of which have spread to other parts of the world), as well as some languages spoken in india and southwestern asia

approximate number of world languages 

- no one knows exactly how many – approx. #  > 6900

Chapter 10: Ethnography of Communication 

communicative competence 

- knowledge that enables a person to communicate in any socioculturally authentic context

- appropriate producing and interpreting utterances to be able to speak successfully with others

performance 

- display of verbal skills & communicative competence for an audience that evaluates performers

ethnography of communication 

- the study of the nature and function of communicative behaviour among the members of a society with emphasis on linguistic interaction

- systematic description of a speech event – identifies patterns, structures, and variations

- helps to understand links between language and social relations

speech situation 

- the context in which speaking takes place (ex. Fishing trip or family meal)

speech community 

- all those who share a language variety as well as specific rules for speaking and interpreting speech

- can be big or small ex. Canadian english or “clique” language

speech event 

- a basic unit of verbal interaction  (ex. An interview or an argument with a salesperson)

speech act 

- a minimum unit of speech (ex. A greeting or an apology)

components of communication:

participants and settings

- members of a society use their language differently under certain circumstances to satisfy goals they have set for themselves

- participants include speaker, hearer, and anyone else who may be interested or happens to hear/see the message (audience) – can vary from one to many thousands

- age, gender, ethnic affiliation, relationship (kinship) among participants, relative social status, degree to which they are acquainted and other factors can influence the communication

- who talks to whom and in whose presence can determine how one talks (casual vs. Repectful) and also whether or not one can interrupt, how long speech act should be, whether other channels could enhance the presentation, and etc.

- mood of a setting may affect communication

purpose, channels, codes, and message content and form:

- one's goal/purpose frequently determines manner of speech 

- types of channels used affects how things are communicated

- there are verbal and non-verbal codes

- how something is said is a part of what is said

genre, rules of interaction, and norms of interpretation

* see below

rules of interaction 

- the knowledge of members of a speech community as to what is and what is not appropriate in communication

norms of interpretation 

- the acceptable boundaries within which communicative activity is to be understood or explained

frame (framing)

- a context, or frame of reference, sufficiently well defined to make it possible for a communicative event to be fully understood and adequately interpreted

genre 

- a class of literary composition characterized by a particular style, form or content

eg. religious occasions call for special genres such as prayers or sermons

context 

- interrelated conditions under which communicative behaviour occurs

silence, speaking well 

- in some societies refraining from speaking is expected under circumstances

- the ability to speak well is valued in all societies

- definitions of “speaking well” will not be the same for all cultures

Dell Hymes

- in discussing various component of speech Hymes used a mnemonic: S P E A K I N G

S ettings

P articipants

E nds (purpose)
A ct sequence (arrangement of components)

K eys (frame)

I nstrumentals (channels, codes, and message form)

N orms (of interaction&interpretation)

G enres

Chapter 12: Language, Culture and Thought 

linguistic relativity 

- the view that structural differences among languages are reflected in the worldviews held by their speakers

linguistic determinism 

- the assumption that the way individuals think is determined to a significant degree by the language they speak

cultural determinism 

- the theory that culture determines how language and thought become manifested

colour studies (Berlin and Kay) 

- languages seem to develop colour categories in strictly limited ways – 7 stages

1. white and black

2. red

3.  green or yellow

4. yellow or green

5. blue

6. brown

7. pink and/or purple and/or orange (any order)

*Grey is a wild card that can appear anytime after stage 3

ethnoscience 

- study of well-defined parts of culture on the basis of how they are named by native speakers of a particular society

Pirahã – studied by Daniel Everett 

- no concept of numbers, few colour terms, kinship terms, no traditional art or drawings, very simple pronoun inventory

- no tales or creation myths, stories go back only a few generations

- language and culture are connected by a culture constraint on talking about anything beyond immediate experience. The constraint, from Everett's POV – declarative Piraha utterances contain only assertions related directly to the moment of speech, either experienced by the speaker or witnessed by someone alive during the lifetime of the speaker

- cultural determinism

Edward Sapir / Benjamin Whorf 

- Sapir-Whorf hypothesis – argues the language one speaks determines how one percieves the world and that the distinctions encoded in each language are all different from eachother

- Sapir: convinced that language and culture are not intrinsically associated, but believed that language and our thought-grooves are inextricably interwoven and are, in a sense, one in the same.

- language powerfully conditions all out thinking about social problems and processes

- humans are at the mercy of the language they happen to speak

- the “real world” is unconsciously built up on the language habits of the group

- Whorf: the grammar of each language is the shaper of ideas

- came up with ling. Determinism and relativity

- speaking different languages causes us to live in different perceptual worlds

arguments against linguistic relativity (p. 245-247) 

translatability

- translation across languages is possible and happens everyday, this should not be possible if we are experiencing different “realities”

mutual linguistic comprehension

- we can still get the general idea even if translations can't completely capture what was said in the original. And even if we can't know what it's like to be like someone else, we can still guess

language and thought

- it is not clear that all thinking is linguistic in nature. eg. Creating a physical artifact is very different process from verbally describing it to someone

multilingualism

- which linguistic world would a multilingual person live in? 

Language change

- languages and cultures change over time

untestability

- hypothesis is untestable, many require that a useful theory be falsifiable

language and perception 

- at least some aspects of perception are beyond the reach of language influence or interpretation

language universals

- most languages have many sounds in common, existence of language universals seems to suggest that languages, may not be as totally arbitrary as Sapir and Whorf have implied

- strength of Chomsky's universalist argument that led to a decline in interest in ling. relativity

Noam Chomsky 

- universalism

- wrote a series of books showing that grammar across all the world's languages is very much the same

- “poverty of stimulus” argument – simply no way for a child to infer all the complex rules of grammar from simply being exposed to its speakers

- some knowledge must already be present in the child's brain to enable the child to make sense of what it is exposed to 

Chapter 13: Language and Ideology 

language ideology 

- beliefs about a language held by its users as rationalization for their conception of the nature and functioning of language

ethnicity 

- a broad term for referring to a “racial”, national, tribal, linguistic, religious, and/or cultural affiliation

race 

- in modern anthro. Race is a discredited term referring to a population that shares a number of traits

class 

- economics, education, social status – ways people rank themselves in society

vernacular 

- casual spoken form of a language or dialect

African-American Vernacular English/Black English/Ebonics (p273-282)

- a nonstandard but expressive variety of english spoken by many african americans

gender 

- a social construct that is likely to vary from one society to the next

- a grammatical category contrasting such characteristics as masculine and feminine, and neuter, or animate and inanimate

- a status ascribed to an individual on the basis of behavioural traits typically associated with one of the two sexes

social power theory 

(concerning the language-and-gender relationship)

- the view that the differences found between mens and womens speech reflects the different degrees of power or status each gender holds in society

communicative strategies 

- communicative strategy theory – view that speakers tend to value their language according to its usefulness and prestige in socioeconomic situations

standard language/non-standard language 

standard – the prestige variety of a language used by a speech community under usually formal circumstances

non-standard – slang, profanities, short forms, grammatical construction, and varieties used by a specific group of people

William Labov 

- sociolinguistic change – linguistic change viewed in the context of the society or community in which it takes place

- Labov's work concerned the relationship btwn the social status of speakers in NYC and their pronunciation of the r sounds

- he chose three stores to do the research in, these stores were ranked high, med., low – according to the prices, and the socioeconomic status of their customers

- study showed pronunciation of r-sounds in the dialect of NYC was quite variable, depending on social factors such as status or class, and speech context such as causal vs emphatic speech

Robin Lakoff 

- language and women's place – name of Lakoffs work

- found not only phonological differences but also differences in lexicon and syntax

ex. greater use of polite forms(“If you don't mind could you..”), greater use of apologies(“sorry to bother you..”), less profanity, greater use of intensifiers (“thats's so so adorable”)

- also explored how language was used for different communicative purposes by men and women

Chapter 14: Linguistic Anthropology in a Globalized World 

language planning 

- a deliberate attempt by an institution to affect language use in order to prevent or to solve some problem of communication

endangered language 

- a language which is only being spoken by elder members of a society and is likely to become extinct in a generation or two

language death 

- when a language dies out

- why should we care?

· we need diversity in order to preserve our traditional cultural wealth

· a language constitutes the primary symbol of ethnic identity

· languages are repositories of history

· languages contribute to the sum of human knowledge

· because languages are fascinating 

language maintenance & language revitalization 

- application of appropriate methods to prevent an endangered language from becoming extinct

- include linguistic analysis, a writing system, and production of instructional materials for the use of native american pupils

translation 

- some translations do not go smoothly

- problems include: differences in grammar or vocab, context, cultural expectations, stylistic features and personal interpretation

literacy and electronic communication 

- on the web people have no restrictions, you can be anybody

- we control who we want to talk to and when

- phatic communication – small talk for its own sake rather than for conveying information

- 3 major differences btwn face to face and digital comm.

· lack of simultaneous feedback – proxemic and paralinguistic features are missing

· in a chatroom/facebook encounter anyone can reply, and we can be in multiple convos at once

· rhythm of communication is different – time between sending a message and getting a response

ethical standards 

- rights, interests, safety and sensitivities must be safe guarded

- aims of the study should be communicated as clearly as possible

- subjects can remain anonymous

- consultants should receive a fair return for their services

- results of research should be made available to general public

- if the research could at some point negatively affect the people being studied at some point in time, the researcher should redesign or abandon their work

Material from Lectures 

performativity 

· saying is doing

· performatives: utterances that do something to change the state of things in the world

· ex. I now pronoun you husband and wife... You are under arrest... I promise...

speech act theory – John Austin

verbal art 

how do we recognize?

· Special style or variety

· use of poetic language

· stylistic devices: rhymes, parallelism, repitition

· patterns: tempo, stress, pitch, etc

· gestures/movements

· special settings

- performers have power to changes things (ie. Martin Luther King's speech)

- can strengthen existing hierarchies and social relationships

Performance– Richard Bauman   

- display of verbal skills for an audience that evaluates performers

ethnopoetics 

- study and analysis of verbal art and oral performance from a linguistic and anthro. approach

identity 

· continuous repetition of performance

· we have multiple identities

· they emerge and shift from interactions

· constructed by things like gender, ethnicity, status, etc.

indexicality 

· connecting ways of speaking w/ categories of people

· language can index social relations, values, identities, etc.

· Meanings assigned to a certain way of speaking vary across groups/cultures

The process:

· particular aspect of speech is selected as meaningful/noticable

· a meaning is associated with aspect – w/ + or – value

· those +/- values are attributed to speaker

Genie 

· studies in language acquisition

· was raised in an environment where she never learned to speak

· researchers tried to teach her but she didn't learn much

