Why Greek Civilization? What is Greece and what is Greek?

Greek referred as Helen
Greece referred to Helas

Romans came across a tribe called the Graeci (country-Graeci(a))

No correlation between the Greek nation and the borderlines?

Great Greece

A linguistic and cultural answer
[bookmark: _GoBack]A greek was someone who spoke greek, Culture is essentially greek. His institutions are recognized as Greek. Greeks lived in cities. Culture can be identified with urban culture. 

-Conformed to a physical touch.
-If not Greek, you were a  Barbarian! (someone who speaks a language you can't understand!)
-Everyone else was indisputably inferior to the Greeks. Considered slaves through natural law. The Greeks were the MASTERS.

Mediterranean sea = Middle of the world

-Greeks observed the Asian civilization as inferior. 
-Greeks considered Brave and strong, older civilizations considered soft, cowardly…

-Greeks came into Greece, relatively late. Before 2100 B.C., no Greek people in Greece
-1800 B.C. archaic form of Greece was spoken. The Mycenaean’s wrote on tablets that had an archaic form of Greek.

-Believed to have come from Indo-European region.
-Mycenaen is called so because the first excavation was found in a place called mycenean. 
-Mycenean civilization collaped around 1200 B.C.

-Athens centre point of Greece.
Athens is not typical greek, it is a large international, thriving city.

Abstract of classics between Greeks and Romans

Greeks were considered peripheral savages by the older civilizations
-Cities actually developed in Samaria
 -sculptures and monuments in Egypt 

Took something from older civilizations and expanded that into their culture

Greeks identified their civilization      -Latin word of civilization, civitas (civis)

-To a Greek, living in a city was a sign of civilization. If not, you were not a citizen. 
-Greek term for city – polis
-Cities developed as a community that surrounded temples
-Everything in the city was owned by the Gods.
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