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Reality
· Premodern, modern and postmodern views
· Postmodern: NO OBJECITVE REALITY

Social theory
· Def: a systematic explanation for observations relating to particular aspects of the social world
· Concerned with WHAT IS and WHY – not with WHAT OUGHT TO BE

Social science
· Looks for regularities and patterns in our social world
· Social scientists interested in explaining human aggregates, not individuals
· COLLECTIVE/SOCIAL PHENOMENA
· Systems in which people operate

Theory
· Attempt to explain relationships between variables – causal explanation
· Written in the language of VARIABLES
· Attributes: characteristics of people or things
· Variable: logical groupings of attributes
· i.e. variable GENDER is made up of ATTRIBUTES: M and F

Variables
· Independent: a variable which can cause/determine a dependent variable
· Something which usually cant be changed or controlled. Such as time – always remains constant.
· Dependent: a variable which depends on or is caused by another

Idiographic explanation
· More in depth b/c try to identify all causes
· Focuses on a SINGLE SITUATION/CASE
· Attempts to fully understand the case
· Looking at a situation and try to completely account for it

Nomothetic explanation
· Focuses on a CLASS OF SITUATIONS, rather than a single one
· “Economical” explanation – uses only one or the few most influential factors
· Seek a generalized understanding of many cases
· Probabilistic

Inductive reasoning
· Starts with specific observations  general
· Identifies a pattern in the observations

Deductive reasoning
· Starts with general statements  specifics
· Make particular observations on that basis

Quantitative data VS Qualitative data  Numerical VS non-numerical

Paradigms
· Def: a model/framework for observation and understanding, which shapes both what we see and how we understand it
· INFLUENCES: the explanations we develop, research interests, research design, subjects/units of analysis, data collection methods
· POSITIVISTIC PARADIGM
· Assumes we can scientifically discover the rules governing social life
· Auguste Comte (1798 – 1857)
· CONFLICT PARADIGM
· Focuses on the attempt of persons and groups to dominate others and to avoid being dominated
· MACRO [Marx – class conflict]
· Macrotheory aims to understand the “big picture” of institutions, whole societies and the interactions among societies
· MICRO [Simmel – personal conflict]
· Microtheory aims to understand social life at the intimate levels of individuals and their interactions
· Focuses on the FACE TO FACE INTERACTIONS between people: group dynamics
· SYMBOLIC INTERACTIONISM
· Examines how shared meanings and social patterns are developed in the course of social interactions
· Weber, Simmel, Mead, Cooley
· I/me, Significant/generalized others, primary group, looking-glass self
· ETHNOMETHODOLOGY
· Focuses on the ways people make sense out of social life in the process of living it, as though each were a researcher engaged in an inquiry
· STRUCTURAL FUNCTIONALISM
· AKA: Social systems theory – all social world systems are interrelated
· A social system is like an organism – made up of parts, each of which contributes to the functioning of the whole
· FEMINIST PARADIGM
· Draws attention to the oppression of women in most societies
· Highlights how previous images of social reality have often come from and also reinforced the experiences of men


Elements of social theory
· OBSERVATION – sensory phenomena: 5 senses
· CONCEPT – idea representing our observations: thinking tool
· VARIABLE – a concept comprising of a logical grouping of attributes
· AXIOM/POSTULATE – a basic assumption about the world: accepted as true
· PARADIGM – perspectives on the world
· THEORY – logical statements intended to explain some aspects of social life
· PROPOSITION – specify relationships among variables implicit in a theory
· HYPOTHESIS – a testable expectation used as a starting point for further research
· RESEARCH – tests the hypothesis

Traditional model of science
· 3 main elements
· THEORY
· OPERATIONALIZATION – the process of developing operational definitions
· Def: specifying the exact operations involved in measuring a variable
· OBSERVATION

Theory and research
· What is the link?
· Explanatory studies
· Theory as context for research, research data to support theory
· ALL involve: logic and observation

Ethical Issues
· Gained importance after WW2
· Milgram Experiments in 1960’s, Stanford Prison Study in 1970’s, Humphrey’s Tearoom Trade 1970’s
· Avoid all types of harm through risk minimization
· Physical
· Psychological
· Legal 
· Extremely important especially when researching deviance
· Protect participants from risk of arrest
· Social
· Harm to researcher
· WHISTLE BLOWING: if you undertake a study and you see something going ethically wrong and perhaps you are an employee of the organization – you are putting your own job in jeopardy
· VOLUNTARY PARTICIPATION
· INFORMED CONSENT – subjects base their voluntary participation in a study on a full understanding of the potential risks involved
· ANONYMITY
· Ensuring privacy – neither researcher/reader can identify participant or the particular response from a participant
· CONFIDENTIALITY
· Researcher can identify a given person’s responses, but promises not to do so PUBLICLY
· Ensuring details won’t identify participant
· DECEPTION – as a rule DON’T
· DEBRIEFING – interviewing subjects to determine if the study caused any damage and then trying to fix it
· Need to consider vulnerable populations
· Informed consent may be difficult to obtain
· i.e. homeless study from 382
· ANALYSIS AND REPORTING
· Scientific misconduct: falsifying or distorting data
· Research fraud: faking data or method details
· Plagiarism

Research Design
· Three purposes of research
· EXPLORATION: the attempt to become more familiar with a topic
· Most typically done to (1) satisfy the researcher’s curiosity (2) test the feasibility of undertaking a more extensive study (3) develop methods to be employed in any later study
· Limitation because it seldom answers research questions, mainly because they aren’t representative
· DESCRIPTION: the precise reporting and/or measurement of the characteristics of some population/phenomenon under study
· What/when/where info
· Canadian census
· EXPLANATION: the discovery and reporting of relationships among different aspects of the phenomenon under study
· Answers “WHY” questions
· Causal explanations
· Most research studies include elements of all three

The Logic Of Causation
· Scientific explanations based on the idea that phenomena have causes
· Causal explanations are probabilistic
· In social science, CAUSE is NOT necessarily followed by an EFFECT
· Idiographic model
· Aims at a complete understanding of a particular phenomenon, using all relevant causal factors (though all is unlikely)
· Nomothetic model
· Aims at a general understanding (not necessarily complete) – of a class of phenomena, using a small number of relevant causal factors

Nomothetic causality
· Three main criteria:
· Variables must be CORRELATED – actual, observed relationship: either + or –
· Cause takes place before the effect – TIME ORDER
· Variables are NONSPURIOUS – observed empirical correlation between 2 variables can’t be explained in terms of some different variable
· Spurious relationship: a coincidental statistical correlation between 2 variables that is shown to be caused by some third variable

Two types of causes: NECESSARY and SUFFICIENT
· Necessary: a condition that MUST be present for the effect to follow
· X is a necessary cause of Y if Y can’t happen without X
· SUFFICENT: a condition that, if it IS present, guarantees the effect in question
· X is a sufficient cause of Y if Y always happens when X happens

Units of Analysis: what or whom being studied
· ECOLOGICAL FALLACY: erroneously drawing conclusions about individuals based solely on the observation of groups

Time Dimension
· Time sequence critical to determining causation
· Time affects the generalizability (past, present, future) of research findings
· Accounted for in 2 types of research designs
· CROSS-SECTIONAL
· LONGITUDINAL

Cross-sectional study
· Based on observations representing a SINGLE point in time
· i.e. about political attitudes of those aged 41-50
· Useful for exploration and description
· Used for explanation through logical inference – comparing those aged 41-50 to those aged 51-60
Longitudinal study
· Based on observations of same phenomenon at many times
· Best way to study changes over time
· Three types
· TREND (diff people): a given characteristic of some population is monitored over time
· i.e. those who were aged 41-50 in 2000 and those aged 41-50 in 2010
· COHORT (diff people): some specific sub-population (cohort) is studied over time
· i.e. those who were aged 41-50 in 2000 and aged 51-60 in 2010
· Cohort has experienced the same event (born, graduated, faced war – WW2 generation) at the same time
· PANEL (same people): data are collected from same set of people at several points in time
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