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Friedrich Engels
The Origin of the Family, Private Property, and the State

Communistic household: matriarchal in natural, all task are shared, very public and not private
Inheritance was matriarchal so wife’s fidelity was not important
Engels says it only exists in “primitive societies” 
The division of labour is not between men and women, it is shared

Monogamous marriage: patriarchal inheritance and therefore wife fidelity was key
-needed to pin-point paternity of child in order to follow patriarchal system
-what was public became private
-division of labour exists between husband and wife, this turns into a class struggle between men and women

Private property, wage-labour continues through inheritance and so monogamy is necessary

Rousseau and Engels, starts with the family, why?
Families are necessary for the continuation of the human race, you need to have a mother who gave birth to you to exist at all
- They trying to cut down to what it means to be human and they start at reproduction
-It’s not just about what is being said in these text, what is also important is WHY it is being said. 

Base super structure: Marx in a nutshell; the economic base determines the super structure. Art, culture, science, language, everything that humans do is determined by an economic base. 

Domestic division of labour, women looking after the home, men going outside of the home to bring food in. 
Man owns the means to provide, cattle, agriculture, salves, tools, in word, property
To perform these functions, men must go outside the private and public realms
Not because of biology, but because of capitalism

Monogamous marriage creates class divisions in two ways
1) The division between man and woman
-The woman is the proletariat to the man
2) Wanting to marry up to protect ones property from poverty



Monogamy and prostitution are on in the same:
-If you are belonging to one man and do what you can to please him, it’s the same as getting money for a single act, except it’s your whole life

Sex-love: is romantic love, romantic attraction

Monogamy is necessary in bourgeois families because there is material wealth to be passed on

Monogamy in proletariat families: there is no property to be passed down, no incentive to be monogamous
-When private property is gone, monogamy won’t disappear, it will be strengthened, property won’t exist, there will be no need to for inheritance

Engels is writing with the assumption that everyone knows a revolution from Capitalism to Communism is about to happen….the revolution never came… 

Essay tips
Argumentative essay, needs to have:
-A thesis statement!! It must be in the introduction
-In the introduction go over your points and how you will argue them
-Use of first person is okay! I is okay as a pronoun, you can own your argument
-Must support your argument through primary and secondary sources 
->e.g., “I will prove this with x, y, and z…”
-Argument must be specifically related to topic questions
-put yourself in the shoes of the reader. 
-T.A.’s are looking for key words or phrases, so don’t bury your arguments. 
-Don’t be too board, and don’t be so specific that there’s nothing left to say about it. 
-You can have an experience was part of your supporting argument in addition to the primary source. 





500120055 - October 24,2012
FriedrichEngels
“The Orign of the Family Private Property,and th State

[y
RS f B 1 1 e e e, shrd

i ————
Ry i o ot o
e o sl W s i s e

S —

s o s o edia e
Ty o v o o e b b ey
o S ——

o ]
e b

T —— S ———
ke regiootn

i ounh s ool el s ol ety
ot s e s e e e P
et ey

Pl
gt s s et e ey oy




