SOCI 2005 B – September 19 2012
The Enlightenment – Using Rousseau and Kant

Why We Care
Periodizing sets a beginning and an end to a point in time.
Why do we periodize? To understand everything that came before the light, which are the dark times. 

We’ve moved into an age of reason and can question each other as a result of enlightenment. It makes us believe that democracy is the best form of government. 

This moment of enlightenment sets the stage for sociology by giving weight to the notion of science. 

Context
Scientific revolution occurred in the 16th and 17th century when we made the switch from the Geocentric view to the Heliocentric view. The Geocentric view is the belief that everything orbits around the earth. The Heliocentric view is the belief that we (planet Earth) orbit around the sun. 

This revolution changed our understanding of what the world is.  It changed our understanding of what we are made of, and what objects in our environment are made of. 

The scientific revolution is a profoundly Eurocentric story. 

Scientific method was founded on Galileo Galilei’s idea that we should be able to make claims about the world that we can test and that other people in other parts of the world can test and have the same results. 

-The revolution was threatening to secularists and scientists had to claim to be trying to understand God. 

Rationalism is a way to understand everything with certainty, and the only way to do this is through rationalism. We cannot trust anything else. Our senses can deceive us; the only way to know what is real is to use reason. 
-Rene Descartes would say that math is always true and it is a not a social convention. It does not ever change. The sum of 2 and 2 is always 4. 

Empiricism is to gain surety through sense perception and evidence experience. The more times we see something, the more we can trust it. 

Rousseau
Social contract does not come from nature, but from a convention. People come together (convene) to make it. 
- The only natural authority is family. 
 -We are naturally free and fundamentally we are able to choose. That choice is how we evaluate what is right and wrong. Morality requires freedom. 

Force does not produce right
“Right of the Strongest” is illegitimate to Rousseau because:
-Slavery is wrong by reason
-People obey because they fear being punished
-One cannot surrender their personhood because everyone is fundamentally free
-The thing that makes you a person is your capacity to choose and make decisions, thus people are only ever enslaved by force. 

General Will
-Comes from everyone and applies to everyone
-Each individual person comes together to form a decision as a whole

Kant
Minority: refusing to think and reason for yourself. Having the capacity to do so but relaying on others to think and reason for you instead. 
Autonomous: to make decisions for yourself

We have an obligation to cultivate our talents.
Having lots of relations of dependency produces autonomy. 
E.g., being bad at math, but relaying on a calculator or friends who are good at math adds to our independence by freeing our time to cultivate our own talents. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]People want to be free, if we create an environment where they can be, they will choose to be. 
-Rationality requires freedom and free thinking
-We need self-governance to shape our opinions based on our own experiences. 

We must have access to public freedom. As an individual, independent person acting on their own free will. 
It is permissible to restrain reason when we are in a private context.
In private contexts we are doing work for someone else and have agreed to do so. This may include disagreeing with certain aspects of our duties but since it is on behalf of someone else, it is acceptable. We are simply acting in a role for someone else. 
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