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Crime is a social relationship

Crime is a social event

· Motivation
· Peer pressure
· Money
· Criminal
· Victim
· Society’s reactions to what has done
· Downloading a music (isn’t counted as crime. Why?)
· No obvious victim
· Rationalization of motivation
Without a sanction there is no crime

· If we don’t consider it wrong, it cannot be a crime
Responses to crime are social and political construction

We aren’t that interested in the victims of crime

Crime must be contextualised

· Social lines
· What will society tolerated or not tolerate?
· Changes from historical period to another
· Political lines
· What do we expect the political government to do?
· Government respond to public conception and demand
· Economic lines
· Despite the increase of tax, rate of crime does not decrease
· Cyber crime (causes more damage)
· Cost = society as a whole (work days, amount of money, manual force etc.)
· Socio-economic cost
· Cultural lines
· Crime differs from one historical period, culture, part of the country to another
· Demographic
· Who is likely defender / offender of a crime?
· City of Vancouver (Four Pillars Drug Strategy)
· Prevention
· Generating healthy communities
· Institutional recreational center (daycare)
· Generating nutrition program
· Looking at Root Causes of the crime
· Crime is an End Result
· Treatment
· Needle share program
· Safe Injection program (addiction goes down, and so does crime rate)
· Harm Reduction
· Needle exchange program
· Access to safe alcohol
· Enforcement
· Police officer
· Get them part of the community
· Politically unpopular
· Crime is historically and culturally relative phenomenon
· Steven’s code, 1892. 
· Imported code from Britain
· First criminal code (Federal)
· Early Common Law Offenses (now repealed)
· Attending or promoting a prize fight
· Outlawed to prevent the environment
· Drawing people’s attention outside of criminal environment
· Injuring a persons by furious driving
· Keeping a bawdy wig-wam
· Bawdy houses
· Wig-wam: you could keep a body house, but not bawdy wig-wam
· Law cannot be neutral
· Carnally knowing idiots
· Keep on out for the people who needs help
· Special needs, disadvantaged ones, children etc.
· Abduction of heiresses
· Bias in the law (where is ‘heir’?)
· Reflects social class bias
· To wealthy
· To privileged
· Individuals < Society
Law is the principal means whereby human activity is prohibited, permitted or required. The state and the law are intimately meshed in the creation of the modern social order. - Rod Keuneman

The Law and it’s role:

· A dispute resolution mechanism with the goal of restoring social and economic balance to society
· Should downloading music for free be a crime?
· What do you need to consider when answering this question?
· Making something crime is political act
· Punishment (Criminal Law)
· Compensation (Tort and Civil Law)
· Self or kin-based redress (Advisor system)
Law reform commission of Canada

· Should something considered as crime?
· Questions asked:
· Does the act seriously harm other people/society?
· Yelling at someone: No physical harm, but is it harmful?
· What is harm?
· Does it in some other way so seriously contravene our fundamental values as to be harmful to society?
· The right to make money
· Are we confident that the enforcement measures necessary for using criminal law against the act will not themselves seriously contravene our fundamental values?
· If we make something a crime, would punishing it cause more trouble?
· Given that we can answer yes - are we satisfied that criminal law can make a significant contribution in dealing with the problem?
Respecting the sanctity of private property and the value of human life

Serious of Conventional Crimes?

· Categorizing Crimes: Property, Violent (typically against people) Tax fraud, Money laundry
· Serious crimes always refers to violent crimes
· Sexual assault, homicide etc
· Conventional crimes always refer to property crimes
· Shoplifting etc.
General categories of crimes

· Felonies (Indictable Offenses)
· More than 2 years - Federal institution
· Misdemeanors (Summary Offense)
· Minor offenses
· Making sentences is short in front of judge
· Bulking the amount of prison inmates
· 2 years or less of prison time: provincial institution
Who is the most typical victim of crime?

· Gender : women
· Age : elderly, children, middle
· Time of day: morning, afternoon, night
· Location of living: Out in public, workplace, social events, at home 
· Wealth : poor people, marginalized
· Statistics are ‘notoriously’ unreliable
Measuring Crime

· Canadian Uniform Crime Reports (UCR)
· Canadian Center for Justice statistics (STATSCAN)
· JURISTAT
· Crime rates are recorded as raters per:
· 100,000 people
· Statistics are collected for typical crime
· The one that scares us / social threat (problem)
· Severity of the crime is considered with the length of the punishment
· Dark Figure
· Police doesn’t know about few crimes that has taken place
· Not every goes to the police station
· Victimization surveys (General social survey)
· Ministry of the Solicitor General
· Done every 5 years
· Have you in the last 5 years, been the victim of a crime?
· If so, what kind of crime?
· Breaking and entering, assault, sexual assault
· Did you report it to the police?
· Researchers ask the question not government authority
· Isn’t reliable as well
· Self Reports
· More used on high school kids
Why don’t we report crime?

· Underestimation of severity of crime
· Not willing to dealing with the police
· Time consuming
· Self preservation
· Embarrassed / Scared / Ashamed
· Ignorance
Victimization Surveys

· Underestimates because doesn’t ask about commercial crimes (shoplifting, business thefts, b & e’s)
· Respondents may underestimate crimes themselves
· Memories are fallible (time, places, severity, personal impact may all be distorted with the passage of time.
· Crimes of sensitive nature may not be reported or maybe minimized to reduce reliving the trauma which leads to a high potential for under reporting
· Sampling errors my occur
Self-Reports

· Tends to focus on minor, trivial offenses
· Respondents may not tell the truth - exaggerations to underestimations
· Gender bias towards males
· Law-abiding people tend to report everything, which risks artificially inflating the results
Shortcomings of UCR, VS, and SR studies

· Uniform Crime report
· Severely underestimates the actual number of crimes committed
· Focuses on violent and property crime more than corporate crime
· May reflect police behaviour and bias more than traits of criminals
· Numbers change artificially as people become more or less likely to report a certain crime
· Numbers change according to police decisions about what to record
· Most likely of victim and criminal are young men (18 ~ 24 yr)
· Shoplifting (44% women)
· Marijuana Cultivation (33% women)
· Crime of necessity
Correlates of Crime
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Biogenic Explanation

· Cesare Lombroso The Criminal man (1876)
· Atavists: Throwbacks to earlier evolutionary forms of man
· Homo Delinquents
· Physical Traits of Criminals (400 of criminals in prison/ 400 Italian soldiers)
· Sloping foreheads
· Big ears
· Protruding chins
· Bad teeth & alignment
· Asymmetry of the face
· Eye defects and peculiarities
· Fleshy, swollen lips
· Excessive arm length
· Pouches in the cheeks
· There is consistency in physical appearance
· Italian soldiers (control group): do not share the physical characteristics
· The possibilities of having genetic abnormality
· What’s wrong with this research method?
· Control group (soldiers: not representative)
· Prison population: not representative
· Ethnicity: highly discriminatory against Cecillians
· The Female Offender, 1895
· “A born criminal more terrible than any man”
· Guilty of stereotypical view of woman
· “Women have many same trait with children. Moral sense is deficient”
· Took 70 years to be dismissed
· First one to look at female criminals
· 3 Categories of Criminals
· Born Criminals
· Genetic / natural predisposition
· Insane Criminals
· Inclusion of genetic / psychological component
· Criminaloids
· Not quite criminals
· Product of social circumstance and conditions
· Normal individuals that commits crime
· Earnest Hooton (1939)
· Replication of Lombroso study
· Prison population : risk population
· “The Primary cause of crime is biological inferiority.
· Did a better job with representation (Not with social class, ethnicity)
· Goes in to full body type.
· William Sheldon (1949)
· Criminal Youth
· Preventing crimes from happening
· Formalizes the idea of body type
· Varieties of Criminal Youth
· Somatology
· Body type can be predicator of criminality
· Endomorphs:
· Round, soft bodies, short tapering limbs, small boned, soft skin
· Personality: Viscerotonic
· Extroverted, but comfortable and easy going people
· Fraud, sexual assaults, win someone’s confidence/trust
· Mesomorphs:
· Well proportioned, muscular body, large trunk, heavy chest, lean hard look
· Personality: Somotonic
· Active, dynamic, walks and talks aggressively
· Assaults, violent crime
· Ectomorphs:
· Thin, fragile body, small delicate bones, fine hair, relatively little body mass
· Personality: Cerebrotonic
· Introverted, lots of minor health problems, allergies
· Cyber crimes
· From the body type, types of crime they will commit can be predicted as well.
· Very active in public perception. (But did not hold up well)
Genetic / Hormonal Explanations
· Genetic profiling success rate: 33%
· Positive relations, but not necessarily correct.
· Twin/ Adoption studies
· Concordance
· Kallikakas
· The Supermale (XYY)
· Over represented in prison population
· Extra Y chromosome?
· Supermale have lower average Intelligence
· Greater anger management issues
· Physical appearance challenges (stands out in the crowd)
· Testosterone
· Testosterone increases aggression
· Lowers self control
· Does it cause crime?
· Does it correlate? (Risk factor: Likelihood of loosing temper)
· All the male population experiences elevation of testosterone level.
· There is concordance but cannot rely on fully.
· Caterina Dalton: Majority of female crime is due to hormone
· Very strong correlation between time of the crime and period of menses
· Hormonal fluctuation made woman incapable of make rational judgement
· Soundly dismissed
· PMS defence: only among certain extreme situations
· Biological explanation: it is ‘risk factor’. 
· Sugar rush, Caffeine rush, Hormonal fluctuation
Psych0genic Explanations

· Psychoanalytic (Freud)
· ID: what I want, pleasure, urges
· Ego: mediates the conflict between ID and superego
· Superego: Values and the norms (family, friends, society)
· What makes you commit crime?
· Central Propositions of Freud’s Psychoanalysis:
· Behaviour (including crime) s not a matter of free will and individual choice, but is determined by the result of unconscious forces, drives, or instinctual energies
· Behaviour disorders arise out of internal conflicts related to these forces.
· Ego strength (ego isn’t strong enough to control ID)
· Crime (deviance is thus argued to be the imbalance of these forces.
· Crime is social definition
· Specifically, crime (deviance is the manifestation of the failure of the ego to control the two forces)
· For example, murder can be considered the uncontrolled release of the thanatos (death instinct) forces within the ID.
· Behavioural: the most promising
· It’s saying crime is a learned behaviour
· Look for risk factor
· Cognitive: Capacity to differentiate between right and wrong
· Understand empathy (situation of others)
· Psychopaths would fit in.
· Startle biological and environmental explanations
· Personality Evaluations
· MMPI
· California Psychological Checklist
· Rorschach Tests
· Indicative of our subconsciousness
· Psychopathy Checklist
Combined Bio & Psychogenic Manifestations

· Personality Traits
· Feelings of inadequacy
· How do you make yourself important?
· Emotional insecurity
· How do you make yourself important?
· Inability to express affection
· Emotion will be expressed
· Aggression
Behavioural Explanations

· 4 factors that help produce violence and aggression
· An event that heightens arousal
· Aggressive skills are learned from observing others
· Particularly in fighting
· Expectation of a positive outcome.
· Rush after the ‘criminal’ act
· Consistency of behaviour with values
· Intellectualization of right and wrong
· Having value systems
Kohlberg’s Stages of Moral Development
	Stage
	Characteristics

	Pre-conventional
	Simple pleasure/pain calculus little understanding of rules or their social value

	Late Pre-conventional
	Rule adherence is self-serving, not because of a belief in the social value of a rule

	Early Conventional
	“Moral majority” thinking, capacities for empathy and guilt emerge; attempt to win social approval

	Late Conventional
	Rules accepted as necessary for social harmony, even if rules appear unjust

	Early Post-conventional
	Capacity of intellectual evaluation of rules relative to personal standards

	Late Post-conventional
	Judge rule according to universal principles, potential willingness to break rules deemed to be unjust.


Psychopathy Personality Traits 
· Combination of biological predisposition 

· Glibness/Superficial charm

· Grandiose sense of self-worth

· Pathological lying

· Cunning/manipulative

· lack of remorse or guilt

· Emotionally shallow

· Callous/lack of empathy

· Failure to accept responsibility for own actions

· Need for stimulation/proneness to boredom

· Parasitic lifestyle

· Poor behavioural control

· Promiscuous sexual behaviour

· Lack of realistic, long-term goals

· Impulsiveness

· Irresponsibility

· Juvenile Delinquency

· Early behavioral problems

· Revocation of conditional release (broke terms of parol)

· Many short-term marital relationship

· Criminal versatility

· Tends to show in ⅓ of CEO’s
Popularity of Biogenic Explanation
· Simple, easy to accept, comforting

· Fits well with our dominant beliefs about the truth of science (our common sense)

· Acts as a salve to our social conscience (causes are entirely out of our control)

· Powerful: Politically and economically useful

Social Control & The Pathological Perspective
· Institutional Practice

· Incarceration

· Hospitalization

· Voluntary & non-voluntary therapy

· Carceral practices

· House arrest

· Mandatory counseling, therapy

· Fundamental treatment

· Drug Use (antidepressants, psychotropic drugs, etc.)

· Psychosurgical procedures

· Shock therapy

· Lobotomies, etc.

The Classical School

· Cesare Beccaria: father of modern criminology

· Essay on Crimes and Punishment (1764)

· The Law need only be punitive enough to deter people from committing criminal or deviant acts.

· French Penal Code (1791)

· “… the law has the right to prohibit only actions harmful to society … The law shall inflict only such punishments as are and clearly necessary…” (Declaration of the Rights of Man, 1789)

Principle of Becarria’s Theory of control
· Administration of rational punishment needed to preserve the social contract

· Punishment should make sense to society and individual involved

· The law is to be legislatively determined; guilt is to be juridically determined

· Courts held too much power (make and interpret law)

· Becarria saw it as abuse

· Rational hedonism guides deviance: maximizing pleasure, minimizing pain

· Pleasure seeking

· Commit crime, because it is in one’s best interest

· Free choice

· Social control most effective as rationally calculated punishment

· What will prevent you from making that choice?

· Just measure of pain

· Too much punishment: will commit more crime than punishment

· If the punishment is too extreme, it becomes meaningless

· Punishment has 3 qualities

· It must be certain (cannot avoid)

· It must be swift (should come quite immediate after the crime)

· It needs to be even-handed (same penalty for the same crime)
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Principles of Becarria’s Theory of Control

· Administration of rational punishment needed to preserve the social contract
· The law is to be legislatively determined; guilt is to be juridically determined
· Focuses on maintaining social order
· Distinction between maker and interpretation of law
· Balance between legislator ad interpreter of law
· Compensating victims with retribution
· Punish to avoid crime
· Rational Hedonism guides deviance: maximizing pleasure, minimizing pain
· Social control most effective as rationally calculated punishment
· Pain has to be greater than pleasure. (5 units to 6 units)
· Elevating the penalty won’t reduce the usage of crime
· Two parts of government/body
· Conservative: elevated amount of penalty
· Liberal: anything worse than the crime is enough
· The Object of social control is deterrence
· Focus of control and punishment must be on the act, not the actor
Becarria’s Classification of Crimes

· Those deemed to be the most injurious to society
· Those that injure or threaten the security of property of individuals
· Those that are disruptive to public peace, order or tranquility
· Misdemeanor 
· Public Property
Becarria on the Death Penalty

· “An act of ferocity intended to curb ferocity”
· “The certainty of punishment, even though it be moderate, will always make a stronger impression than the fear of one more severe if it is accompanied by the hope that one may escape that punishment, because men are more frightened by and evil which is inevitable even though minor in nature. Further, f the punishment be too severe for a crime, men will be led to commit further crimes in order to escape punishment for the crime.”
The Classical School

· Jeremy Bentham (1748~1832)
· Modern system of social control
· Effective, and fair
· Fragment on Government (1776)
· An Introduction to the principles of Morals and Legislation (1789)
· Utilitarianism
· Social acts, regulations, laws, customs have a positive utility if they provide for the greatest potential happiness for the greatest number of people.
· An Act had utility if:
· It provided pleasure, social benefit, social ability, etc.
· It prevented unhappiness, misery, evil, mischief, crime or deviance
· Panopticon 
· “A mill to grind rogues honest and idle men industrious”
General Deterrence

· The fear of potential punishment or negative social sanction prevents the general public from engaging in deviant behaviour
Specific Deterrence

· The application of punishment on an individual formally identified as deviant will prevent them from committing a similar act in the future (ie. prevents recidivism)
The Objectives of Punishment

· To prevent all criminal acts
· To convince offenders to commit less serious acts (if prevention fails)
· To ensure criminals use a minimum of force
· To minimize the costs of crime prevention
· Redistribute resource into prevention
· Education, Block watch
Punishment

· Deterrence
· Preventing future acts
· Selective Incarceration
· Preventing future acts
· Rehabilitation
· Preventing future acts
· Justice
· Looks at past behaviour
Murder / Homicide

· Murder is usually a crime between people who have known each other
· Homicide is the rarest of violent crimes
· Homicide rate has been dropping since last 30 years
· Maritime provinces have lowest homicide rates
· Knives have been the highest way of committing murder (weapons of convenience)
· Most murder is not pre-meditated
· Rate Doubled between the years 1961 and 1975 (~1.5 to 3.02)
· Rate has declined steadily since 1975
· All provinces reported decreases
· Homicide rates tend to be higher in the western provinces
· Newfoundland: Typically the lowest rate of any province
· Major metropolitan areas make up 66% of the population and 66% of the homicides
Canadian Homicide Trends

· ⅓ of Homicides are committed during the commission of another offence
· Homicide COD
· Firearms: 33%
· Stabbing: 33%
· Beating 20%
· Strangulation: 8%
· Victim/Offender Relationship
· Homicide most likely committed by someone known to the victim:
· 49% are killed by an acquaintance
· 35% are killed by family members
· 13-15% are killed by strangers
· Women are 5X more likely to be killed by a spouse than a stranger
· Women kill intimates out of desperate circumstances
· 80% of murdered children (<12) are killed by a parent
· More mother than fathers
· Desperate circumstances
· Victim/Offender Trends
· 66% of victims are male
· 85% of accused offenders are male
Homicide - General Category Definition

· Criminal Homicide
· Is murder when offender intends to cause death or bodily harm that will likely result in the death of the victim
· First Degree Murder
· Killing is planned and deliberate
· Victim is employed and acting as an agent concerned with the preservation of public order
· Killing occurs in conjunction with certain specific offenses (Kidnapping, Sexual assault)
· Second Degree Murder
· Other types of murder
· Not clearly defined, it is a residual category
· In other words: it is used if “proven” that the killing is not first degree or manslaughter
· Manslaughter
· One person kills another in the heat of passion arising from the situation
· Sudden provocation usually involved
· Infanticide
· Archaic category
· Pertains to women who kill their newborns during an altered mental state resulting from giving birth
Defenses against a conviction of murder

· Mistake of fact
· Self-Defence
· Provocation
· Duress, Coercion, Compulsion
· Insanity
· Automatism (sleep walking/driving)
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Functionalist view of Deviance

· What purpose or function does crime serve in keeping society together?
Central tenets of functionalist thought

· Every society is a relatively persistent, stable structure of elements.
· Analogy of society being like human body made of the parts.
· Every society is a well-integrated structure of elements.
· Every element in a society has a function - it contributes to the maintenance of our social system.
· Family system
· Religious / Belief system
· Etc.
· Every social structure is based on a consensus of values among members
Functionalism

· Every element and structure in society serves the purpose of contributing to social stability
Instrumental behaviour

· Goal oriented behaviour
· Behaviour targeted towards the attainment of goals
Expressive interaction

· Evaluative behaviour that facilitates goal attainment through the generation of group cohesion
· Education (passing a judgement)
· Crime as a social phenomenon (Creates job)
Manifest functions

· Those purposes of a social phenomenon that are intended and recognized
· Crime: Manifestly dysfunctional (non-profitable)
Latent Functions

· Consequences of a social phenomenon that are unintended and most often unrecognized
Latent Functions of Criminal Behaviour

· Boundary setting and rule clarification
· Group unification and solidarity building
· The Deviant is responsible for a sense of solidarity, aroused amongst those whose attention would otherwise be centered upon interests quite divergent from those of each other      - G.H.Mead
· ex: Block watch program, Vancouver riot
· Group cohesion (temporary)
· Aids in social adaptation and social change
· Reduces tensions in society
· Scapegoating
Anomie and Deviance

· Emile Durkheim, Robert Merton
· Deviance & Crime arise as a result of unfulfilled human aspiration
· Durkheim
· Anomie results from a state of normlessness in society
· This is due to major social changes or disruptions in society at large
· Merton
· Anomie arises as a result of the discrepancy between social goals & Aspirations and the legitimate capacity of people to achieve those goals
· This is due to what are often called ‘blocked opportunities’
· Must eliminate or reduce the strain created between cultural goals and the differential means available to achieve them through (Unobtainable)
· Re-socializing society and its citizens
· Replacing the idea of equality of means with equality of access
Anomie and Crime

· Richard Cloward and Lloyd Ohlin
· Delinquency and Opportunity (1960)
· Central focus
· The Differential availability of illegitimate means
· Strain (anomie) is caused by the “position discontent” of an individual.
· Frustration with not being able to have “other” possess.
· The Source of strain is always the same: anomie brought on by differential opportunities to achieve promised goals.
· Theft
· B & E
· Shoplifting
· Cyber
· Pickpocketing
· Cars
· Violence
· Organized (gangs)
· Arson
What varies is the environment or context for criminal adaptation

· Criminal:
· Environments that foster criminal behaviour among youth
· Conflict
· Disorganized environments where youth have neither legitimate nor illegitimate training possibilities
· Retreatist
· A progression of failure at innovating and ritualizing
Albert Cohen

· Delinquent Boys: The Culture of the Gang (1965)
Walter Miller / Focal Concerns

· Working class culture’s value is different
· Trouble
· Formal involvement with authorities
· Saw a positive value in being able to brag about committing a crime
· Toughness
· Positive social image (amongst kids)
· Smartness
· Middle class : doing well in school, volunteer
· Working class : street smartness, survival tactics (avoiding cops, how to steal)
· Excitement
· Fate
· Autonomy
· Independence (Complete rebuking of authority)
· Abusive family, abusive children etc.
Social control strategies - Strain theory

· Strain on the individual must be reduced by social programs, strategies, policies
· Increase possibility for people to have access to resources so they can attain the goals promised by society
· Education, jobs, rewards of hard work, etc.
· Decrease / change goals promised by society: consumerism, hyper-competition, materialism
Conventional crime - some definitions

· Larceny : stealing
· Unlawfully taking, carrying away of property belonging to another individual
· Key Elements
· Stealth
· Rightful access
· Burglary / B&E
· Unlawful entry of a structure to commit a felony or theft
· Key Elements
· Nothing has to be stolen to lay charge
· No right to access
· Concept of “structure”
· House, store
· Definition of structure is vague
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Gresham Sykes & David Matza

· Neutralization techniques
· Denial of Responsibility
· Denial of Injury
· Denial of Victim
· Condemnation of the condemners
· Attacking the authority figure
· Questioning them for hypocritical behaviour
· Appeal to high loyalties
· Falls into category of white-collar crime
· “We did it for the greater good”
· Drift
· Deviants can drift in and out of their commitment to deviant and dominant values, which can result in episodic deviance
· Not a “career” criminal
· Subterranean Values
· Idea that we have set of values on the surface (i.e violence is bad) but we also ‘enjoy’ those misdemeanors (revenge, greed etc.)
Labeling and societal reaction to crime: Hoodies?

· Hoodlum (1870) - people of certain social backgrounds
· Originally called kangaroo jackets
· Represents: dishonesty, lack of discipline, disorder, vandals, shoplifters, trouble, etc.
· Can be positive and negative.
· Society of reaction to the article of clothing: look, behaviour, etc.
· If men define a circumstance as real, it is for practical purposes real” - W. I. Thomas
· If you look a typical way, you must fall into the category (racial profiling)
· “Judging by it’s cover”
· Central concerns of labeling theory
· The definition of crime as a relative phenomenon
· We define crime. (crime is what we say it is)
· The possible discrimination in the application of official labeling and sanctioning of criminals
· The effect upon the individual of being officially labelled
· Suspicion against police officers
· Life changing decisions (not going to the border etc.)
· “It is the responses of the conventional and conforming members of the society who identify and interpret behaviour as criminal which sociologically transform persons into criminals” - John Kitsuse
The Looking Glass Self (Charles Cooley)

· Cesare Lombroso (1911)
· Three categories of criminals
· Born, Insane, Criminaloids
· Criminaloids
· How society treats an individual can change behaviours of a criminal
· Criminality is a product of social conditions and the way criminals are treated
· Frank Tannenbaum (1938)
· Crime and Community
· Tagging
· The person becomes the thing he is described as being
· Also he behaviours will be interpreted differently
· Edwin Lemert (1951)
· Social pathology
· Gives labeling theory a big push forward
· In fact, if you look at most conventional crime cannot be predicted, because it’s a ‘social effect’
· Primary deviance (crime)
· The initial set of circumstances & interpretations that give rise to an act being called criminal
· Polygenetic in origin: impossible to predict
· Secondary deviance (crime)
· The repeated involvement with criminal behaviour after the initial identification
· Degradational effect
· The exercise of social / political power.
· Howard Becker (1963)
· The Outsiders
· The central fact about criminal behaviour: “It is created by society”
· Created by society (by particular group of people)
· Particular group: Moral entrepreneurs
· Individual of positional authority
· People with socioeconomic power decides what is going to be labeled of crime. (Tobacco, Alcohol vs Marijuana)
· Key Ideas and Concepts
· Crime is problematic and a matter of social definition
· Interpretations of what is criminal are the product of social judgement
· The exercise of power is central to the application of labels
· Primary deviance (crime) is ubiquitous and polygenetic in origin
· Secondary deviance (crime) is what matters: the crime and criminal identity that results from being caught and labeled after your first perceived act of crime. (You may have not done anything wrong)
· Criminal identities are created over time
· Anomie
· Identities re transformed through retrospective interpretation
· It is a social construction (reinforcement) of the label
· Reconstruct one’s biography to fit the criminal act (accused)
· Tremendously powerful “adhesive”
· Result: the master status of the person becomes that of a criminal
· Spoiled identity: labeled as criminal, you now have spoiled identity
Shortcomings of labeling theory

· Overly passive view of the individual
· We will resist the label as much as we can
· Accept the label (only under thrill crime)
· Doesn’t get to the root cause of the crime
· Fails to explain primary crime
Problems with criminalizing consensual behaviors

· Laws that prohibit such acts:
· are effectively unenforceable
· Lead to discriminatory enforcement practices
· Encourage law-breaking among the law enforcers
· Increases types and amounts of secondary deviance
· Are very costly to enforce
· Support the proliferation of organized crime
· Damage the public’s respect for the law and its agents
Social Ecology and crime

· Social disorganization
· Differential social organization
· A.M Guerry (France) / A.J. Quetelet (Belgium)
· “Moral statistical analysis” and “social physics”
· Thomas and Znaniecki
· The polish Peasant in Europe and America (1920)
· Clifford Shaw and Henry McKay
· Conclusions
· Truancy, juvenile delinquency and adult crime
· Occur mostly around the central business district and industrial areas
· Rates are inversely related to the distance rom the city centre
· All three categories of deviance correlates positively with each other
· Rates vary according to the ecological characteristics of the community
· Physical surrounding matters
· Economic or income level or residents
· Degree of cultural heterogeneity
· Cultural imbalance, dynamic
· Degree of mobility
· Robert Park and Ernest Burgess
· Invasion
· Conflict
· Accommodation
· Assimilation
Contribution of social ecology theory

· Recognizes that deviants are people like us
· Emphasis on a social perspective
· Links external (objective) & internal (subjective) factors
The Four Pillars Approach (Coalition)

· Treatment
· Decreasing preventable deaths and illnesses; detox; safe injection sites; methadone treatment; alcohol abuse treatment; housing
· Harm Reduction
· Safe injection sites; needle exchange; emergency response to overdoses; education & counseling: access to condoms and clean injection equipment
· Prevention
· Seek out and deal with the underlying causes of drug use: people make choices based on what’s available to them so abuse, poverty, family history of addiction must be dealt with through education, counseling, creating alternate avenues for choice (training, jobs, housing, community support)
· Enforcement
· Visibility (community policing), root source focus (organized crime, drug dealing, drug businesses). Target dealers, not users.
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Defensible Space (Oscar Newman)

· Poor lighting, narrow hallway, high concrete walls
· Asking to be a victim
Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design

· Create safe spaces (Target guardianship)
· Make a space where an individual can practice target guardianship
· Design buildings and public areas so that they do not function as ‘crime attractors’ or ‘fear generators’
· Through the physical design, try to create
· Protective eyes: Site line
· No blind spot
· Openness and visibility
· Fenestration (window)
· Lots of glass
· High ceilings
· Minimize concrete of closed walls
· Open floor plans
· A sense of community
· Sense of crowd / movements / protective eyes
· Sense of transitory ownership
· A friendly aesthetic
· Friendly colors (pastels, friendly pictures, positive advertisement)
· Positive visual appeal
· Escape Route
· Not only a perception, but physical possibility of escaping
Corporate Crime

Corporate crime up in Canada: Study

· We do not take corporate crime seriously
· Fine that is charged against the companies are nothing compared to what they’ve profited
A corporate criminal is one who:

· “Pick pockets with a ‘rake-off’ instead of jimmy, cheats with a company prospectus instead of a deck of cars, or scuttles his town instead of his ship.” - Edward Ross, 1907
White Collar crime can be defined as:

· “A crime committed by a person of respectability and high social status in the course of his occupation.” - Edwin Sutherland, 1949
Occupational white collar crime:

· “Illegal activities among business and professional men” for Personal Gain.” - Marshall Clinard, 1952
Organizational white collar crime:

· “A violation of law regulating business, which is committed for a firm by the firm or its agents in the conduct of its business” - Frank Hartung, 1950
· Toxic dumping, price fixing etc.
Combined Definition:

· “A violation of the law committed by a person or group of persons in the course of an other wise respected and legitimate occupation or financial activity” - James Coleman
Comparative cost: Corporate vs. Conventional crime

Cost to society in dollars:

· Conventional crime: 13 billion
· Corporate crime: 415 billion
Deaths attributable to:

· Conventional crime: 23,000
· Corporate crime: 117,000
· Long term illnesses, unsafe working condition, lack of safety equipment, stress etc.s
Ratio: $ - 1:32, Deaths - 1:5

Categories of corporate crime

· Crimes against the economy
· Violation that contravene Federal/Provincial statues regarding Canada’s economic policies.
· Breaches of national and international patent laws
· Pharmaceutical industries often runs into this
· Violations of regulations governing the stock market
· Insider trading
· Breaches of statues aimed at protecting competition
· Price fixing
· Crimes against the environment
· Corporate practices that result in the general or specific pollution, depletion or degradation of the environment
· Illegal dumping of materials
· Toxic waste dumps
· No enforcement
· Production-based companies
· Improper safety mechanisms in place to prevent damage
· Natural resources
· Illegal denuding of land (forestry, mining)
· Crimes against consumers
· Activities aimed at gaining extra profit at the expense of the consumer’s pockets (retail company crime)
· Price fixing
· Price gouging
· Deceptive/Misleading advertising
· Crimes against employees
· Material loss:
· Violations of wage packet agreement
· Failure to pay overtime, forcing excessive work hours on employees
· Arbitrary dismissal
· Withholding vacation pay-time
· Disability pay
· Severance packages
· Physical harm
· Deliberate violation of occupational health and safety codes, rules regulations forcing employees to work in unsafe conditions
· Organization of labour
· Obstructing the ability of employees to engage in union participation or formation
· Crimes against humanity
· Range of activities which are legal but nonetheless violate accepted universal human values
· Labour practices in third world countries
· Establishment of free trade zones
· Child labour practices
· Corporate dumping of dangerous products on third world countries
· Mala Prohibita
· Morally unethical
Causes of Corporate Crime

· There are both external and internal factors of influence
· External factors
· Culture of capitalism
· Maximize the profit, minimize the pain
· Culture of competition
· Strain
· Remaining competitive in capitalist community
· Expectation in continual improvement
· Improved overall
· Improved product
· Improved stock performances
· Environmental uncertainty
· Market Structure
· Specific to the type of business you are in
· Internal Factors
· Internal organizational control
· How is your company structured.
· Individual control
· Techniques of neutralization
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Corporate crime

Neoconservative view on crime

· Human Nature: Selfish, Weak, Hedonistic
· Common sense
· Not a theories of crime: directive of crime control
· Rational Calculus
· Commit crime because of the enjoyment

· Beccaria: Free acting agent (Pleasure > Pain)

· Penalties are not stiff enough (tougher penalties will reduce crime)

· General Political Attitude: Conservative

· General Attitude towards Crime: Classical

· Updated version of Beccaria

· Only partially true (Based on: we are rational actors)

· We punish to prevent crime

· Neoconservative: Punish to retribution 

· Root causes of crime are unimportant and misleading

· Criminal Behaviour is largely a product of

· Family Dysfunction

· Liberal Social Values

· Soft penalties for crime, rehabilitation & diversion programs all encourage continued criminal behaviour

· Street crime is worse than white collar crime

Crime Reduction strategies

· Stiffer, longer penalties

· Seductive thing

· What is the overall course for society?

· Will it reduce the criminal activity? “Yes it will”

· Stronger Family Values

· Reintroduce traditional moral values, ethics, discipline

· Ability of teachers to expel kids

Crime Control Programs Include:

· Community policing

· This is the only one area where conservatives and liberals agree

· Get the polices into the society

· Regulating untended behaviour

· Cleaning up the graffiti

· Cleaning up the litter

· Freedom of movement VS Criminal hotspot (Balancing act)

· You shouldn’t have a problem with the authority if you are not doing anything wrong.

· Giving Broader search, seizure and detainment powers to police

Thinking about Crime (1975) - James Q. Wilson

· “A Free society can do so little about attacking theses causes that a concern for their elimination becomes little more than an excuse for doing nothing”

· “Wicked people exist. Nothing Avails except to get them apart from innocent people”

· “The Fear of being bothered by disorderly people”

· “Police should be given back the power to:

James Q. Wilson & George Kelling

· “Broken Windows” Atlantic Monthly, March, 1892

· If you have an environment (neighborhood) that is run down, it is going to act as a crime attractor

Wilson’s ‘Reasonable’ Policing Policy Include:

· Police Goals: Maintain community and social order

· Increase foot patrols and private security personnel

· Community cop walking around and talking to everybody

· Private security firm

· Quicker trials and more severe penalties

· Longer sentences, one-for-one sentences

· Mandatory sentences for multiple charges

· Take away individual right as freedom

· Carry over into general population

Safe Streets Act (Bill M 202)

· Examples of Aggressive Solicitation

· Aggressively following people while asking them for money

· Blocking a person’s passage while demanding money when the person is trying to walk down the street

· Making rude comments or lewd gestures if someone refuses to give you money, if those actions would cause a reasonable person fear for their safety

· Examples of Captive Audience

· Approaching a person while they are at a bus stop, ATM, sitting in a car at a stop light

· Fines

· $86 or $115

· They don’t have the money to pay for it: ends up in warrant

· Arrested for failure to pay the fine
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Domestic Violence

· Offenders are usually have been victims

What is spousal assault?

· Any actual, attempted or threatened physical harm perpetrated by a person against someone with whom he or she has or has has an intimate relationship.

· It has to be intimate relationship

· It can occur in relationship where the partners are not legally married and also in same-sex relationship

· It is generally recognized that the abuse of women by their male partners is the most prevalent and serious form of partner abuse

· Includes other offenses

· Criminal harassment

· Aggravated assault

· Strangulation, and other injuries that can last long time

· Common assault

· Assault caused bodily harm

· Cut, disfigurement, strangulation, internal organ damage etc

The Attorney general’s Spousal Assault Policy

· Provincial policy governing how police, crown, corrections and other agencies respond to domestic violence

· Encourages police to arrest

· Encourages crown to lay charges

· As always, it’s open to interpretation

Domestic vs Robbery: Different from other crimes

	Domestic Violence
	Robbery

	In a relationship with offender
	No relationship with offender

	Target of offense
	Not a target of offense

	Part of a pattern, not isolated incident
	An isolated offender

	Violence is used to establish control
	Violence is used to establish control (ends)

	Does not want offender charged
	Pro charge offender

	Does not want to give statement
	Willing to give statement

	Does not want to attend court
	Will attend court

	Victim of offense
	Witness to offender, will likely to never see the offender again


Domestic Violence: Different from other crimes

· Tactics are often successful because of fear and isolation victim feels

· It is difficult or impossible to leave relationship because of love, cultural/religious values, socioeconomic condition, fear or the denial of the violence in the relationship

· Don’t see a way out of it

· Marriage, kids, mortgage, financial support etc.

· Women’s tolerance violence is high

· Her pervious experiences will influence response to police & 911

#1 Reason why victims stay

· Fear

· Because the most serious injury and or homicide occurs as a victim i leaving a relationship or immediately after she leaves, not when she stays

· Because she can predict his mood swings & violence behaviour and can usually protect herself & kids

Other reasons women stay

· Children

· Religion

· Sigma

· Money

· No job

· No place to go

· No car

· Caretaker Role

· No support etc.

DVACH (Domestic Violence and Criminal Harassment Unit)

What is the DVACH?

· 1997 partnership between Family Services of Greater Vancouver and the Vancouver Police Department

· 3 DVU teams made up of 1 community counsellor and 1 Detective Constable each

· 3 detectives dedicated to criminal harassment

· Following, phone calls, stalking: unwanted attention

· Provincial Protective Measures Unit Detective & Counsellor

· Elder Abuse Detective & Counsellor

· Youth victim services Counsellor assigned to SCU

DVU Response

· DV offense occurs & incident is reported

· Patrol takes initial call & investigates, arrest, charges, etc

· Crown approves the charges

· File is flagged for DVU & assigned to partnership

· DVU partnership continues investigation / provides support for victim up to and after court

· Call outs are made by Car 10 only

· Follow-up on 8% of the DV cases in Vancouver per year

· File Selection criteria is based on:

· Level of violence

· High-risk offender

· Degree of marginalization of victim

· Eg.disability, pregnancy, isolation, same sex relationship

· Problematic police response in the past

· Need for both counsellor and police officer to work together

Why what we do works:

· We re-define success to focus on safety rather than conviction

· Investigators take ownership of a file whether or not it goes to court

· Our focus is on building a relationship with the victim, and increasing her safety options

· We continue our support regardless of the victim’s choices and remain non-judgmental

· We help her strategize solutions to practical barriers

Women’s Experiences as criminals and victims has historically been ignored

· Why?

· Gender Discrimination

· We consider the home ‘private’

· In part:

· The classical perspective & its focus on the act (not the actor)

· Victim & offender didn’t matter

· Invisiblizes the criminals and the victims

· The belief that the law, crime control and criminal justice are neutral institution

· This has had, and continues to have, the effect of making the unique quality of these experiences invisible to law makers, the courts, the police and the public

· If they have been addressed, they have been regarded as ‘add ons’

· When incarcerate female offenders, they were put in as male’s ward.

1895 Cesare Lombroso (The Female Offender)

· Female offenders (women in general): 

· Less intelligent

· Morally vulnerable

1950 Otto Pollak (The Criminality of Women)

· There’s more female crime that’s going on

· Nobody’s going to look female as an offender

Central Flaws of Traditional Criminology

·  “Crime is a young man’s game” so:

· Crime has generally been male in construction, orientation and application

· If women commit crime or are victims, they are either mad or bad. In other words:

· Women have been considered in stereotypical ways

· To fix this, women’s experiences must be explicitly recognized and focused on. In other worlds:

· Engender criminological theory and research

Typical Offender Profile

· Hard to absolutely define, but:

· Young, single poor, limited education

· 20~24

· Over - represented

· If ethnicity is included, the rate is doubled

· Crimes of desperation

Typical Crimes committed:

· Property Crime

· Tends to be minor and economic in nature

· Shoplifting

· Fraud: bouncing a cheque

· Violent crime

· Abduction

· 35% of them are women (custody abuse)

· Defensive

Explaining Female Criminality

· Pathological (Biogenic / Psychogenic)

· Evil Thesis

· Mad or Bad (or Both)

· Socialization 

·  ‘Ethic or Responsibility’

· Structural

· Social, Political, Economic

Women and Crime

· Sexual Assault

· Actual rate is estimated to be 15~25 times higher than any reported rated (UCR, GSS)

· “It is more common than not for a woman to have an experience of sexual assault during her lifetime.” - Randall & Haskell

Domestic Violence

· Fully one third of women in Canada are abused by their partners

Definition of Rape (Prior to 1983):

· A male person has sexual intercourse with a female person who is not his wife, (a) without her consent, (b) with her consent if the consent (I) is extorted by threats or fear of bodily harm

Definition after 1983

· Section 265: A person commits an “assault” when:

· Without the consent of another person, he applies force intentionally to that other person, directly or indirectly;

· He attempts or threatens, by an act or gesture, to apply force to another person, if he has, or causes that other person to believe on reasonable grounds that he has, present ability to effect his purpose; or

· While openly wearing or carrying a weapon or an imitation thereof, he accosts r impedes another person or beings.

Post-1983 Legislation

· De-gendered the law

· Male, Female were removed

· Provided for spousal rape

· Shifted focus form sex to violence

· Gendered nature to the crime

· Has not been in consideration

· Seaboier Decision

Bill C-49

· Defines consent

· Voluntary agreement

· Never have been defined in the law before

· Defines situations where there is “no consent”

· Revocation

· Restricts the defence of “mistaken belief”

· Limits admissibility of evidence
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Policing

Battered Women’s Syndrome

· Psychological illness
· Living in a situation of abuse
· Variation in ‘learned helplessness’
Deciding to report the crime to Police

· Factors in this decision:
· Type of offense
· Seriousness of offense
· Victim-offender relationship
· Location of offense
· Public / Private
· Work (consequence of reporting)
· Socio-demographic characteristics of the victim
· Social class
· Age
· Gender
Victim Rights, Programs and Support Services

· 1987 Manitoba: Justice for victims of crime act
Victim Services:

· Police-based:
· Resources: helping victims with processes
· Court-based:
· Procedurally daunting experience
· Counsellor based
· Extra-judicial:
· Government services to provide help to getting back on track
· Financial Compensation
Financial Compensation for Victims of Crime

· Property Loss: Avenues of Recovery:
· Police recover the goods
· Very low chances of it happening
· Offender-paid Restitution
· Offender has been caught and convicted
· Very low chances of it happening
· Having the mean to make offender pay is very thin
· Private Insurance
· Socio-economic class bias
Interpersonal violence

· Compensation Programs
· Qualification Requirements:
· Must be a victim of a violent crime
· Must cooperate with the police investigation
· Must apply promptly (Exceptions can be made)
· Within a year
· More serious the crime the more latitude is given
· Surviving relatives of a homicide victim can apply
Why:

· Is the native population ~3% but upwards of 40% in prisons?
· Why are poor people arrested more than the middle/upper class?
· Why are more resources put into solving criminal events involving the middle/upper class?
· Why do we focus on street crime more than corporate crime when we know that the latter does more social and economic harm?
· Are you 2~3 times more likely to be stopped by the police if you are a visible minority or simply dressed in a particular way?
· Marijuana but not cigarette or alcohol?
Basic Tenets of Conflict Criminology

· Society is:
· In constant conflict over social resources
· Based on the coercion of the many by the few
· Coercion: value, ideological
· Constantly under pressure
· Continually changing
The New Criminology, Left Realism, Feminism

· Ian Taylor, Paul Walton, Jock Young
· The New Criminology: For a Social Theory of Deviance (1973)
· Too abstract to do anything
· National Deviancy Symposium - The York Group
· Left Realism: Jock Young
· Left: Political, Realism: You must actually do something about the crime
· Advocated programs Include:
· Improving the overall socioeconomic conditions of people
· Long term program
· Feeding people
· Community policing
· Victim Compensation
· Minimal Imprisonment
· Police Surveillance (some)
· Harsher Sentencing (some)
Crime / Deviance must be Understood in Terms of:

· Shape of Crime:
· A crime is created, shaped into the form that we think about it
· Informal Control Cultures & Psychologies
· How to public perceives various crimes
· Property crime is not that serious
· Offenders
· Victims
· Broad Social Context
· Time and Material Circumstances
Hooligan (Geoffery)

· Consistent Themes:
· Juvenile crime is a new & disturbing Phenomenon
· Violent behaviour & the use of weapons are on the rise
· Belief: X years ago, it wasn’t nearly as bad as it is today
· Cause: An affluent, Leisure society with little discipline
· Remedy: Tougher discipline, stronger moral values
Moral Panic:

· A condition, episode, person or group emerges to become defined as a threat to societal values and interests; its nature is presented in stylized and stereotypical fashion by the mass media; sometimes the panic passes over and is forgotten, except in folklore and collective memory; at other times it has more serious and long-lasting repercussions and might produce such changes as those in legal and social policy or even the way society conceives or itself. (Stanley Cohen, 1973)
Young Canadians Differ from Adults in terms of Their:

· Capacity for exercising mature judgement
· Potential as citizens (developmental stage)
· Legal & Political limitations as citizens (guardianship)
· Ability to form intent to commit a crime
Exam

· Multiple Choice Part (November 10th ~ Dec 1st)
· Short Answers (Cumulative): Long Paragraph answers
· Concepts, Main Arguments, Main Critiques
· Understanding the motives of serial killers is a complex problem. Identify and briefly describe these motives as they have been outlined by forensic psychologists.
· Terms / Name matter
· Essay: Requires you to make an ‘argument’ - Cumulative from September
· Write an essay that critically evaluate the following statement:
· “It’s in their genes, I mean, think about, most people don’t commit crime.”
· Critical argument
· pg 322 ~ 40 (ch 14) = don’t have to read them.
Juvenile Delinquents Act (1908)

· Intent of the JDA:
· Recognize the inhumanity of punishing youth as adults
· Recognize that harsh punishment eliminates reform potential
· Give Primary Consideration to a youth’s social environment as a cause of their delinquency
· Central idea and objective
· Rehabilitation through active intervention
Young Offenders Act (1984)

· Standardized the age of a “youth”
· Afforded those charged with formal legal protection
· Age of criminal responsibility raised (from 7 to 12)
· Publication of names of those charged was prohibited
· The YOA was a combination of justice models
· Crime control Model
· Justice Model
· Welfare Model
Did the YOA influence Youth Crime?

· Charge rates increased
· Custody sentencing increased, but duration dropped
· Focus Sifted from the offender to the offense
· Increased the amount of contact and time a youth has with the criminal justice system
Proposed Changes to the YOA (1998)

· Youth Criminal justice Act
· Increase sentencing for violent crime offenses
· Lower age of transfer to adult court (to 14 from 16)
· Lowering the age of accountability (in certain cases)
· Find alternative disposition strategies for minor offenders
Youth Criminal Justice Act (2003)

· No changes to age or sentencing ranges
· Broader alternate disposition practices
· Sentencing of violent offenders to specialized treatment
· Special treatment still refers to rehabilitation
· Limited publication of offenders names
· They should be shamed in public
· “Restricted” publication of the offenders name
Policing in Canada

Robert Peel

· Peace preservation Force (PPF)
· The London metropolitan Police
Policing Principles of Robert Peel

· Prevent crime and disorder rather than suppress through force and severe legal penalties
· The Power and legitimacy of the police must ultimately come from the approval and support of the public they serve
· The use of physical force should be a last resort and used only after persuasion, advice and warning fail
· Adhere to a strict code of conduct that ensures any abuse of power will be avoided
· The test of police efficiency is the absence of crime, not visible action on the part of police to deal with crime.
· The police are the public and the public are the police
Principles of Community Policing

· Citizens are actively responsible for policing their own communities
· The community is a so urge of information, crime control knowledge and strategic operations for the police
· Police are more directly accountable to the community
· Police have a proactive and preventative mandate for crime control
· The cultural and gender mix of the police should reflect the community
The Three Parts of Community Policing

· Problem Oriented Policing
· Ultimately about prevention
· Scanning
· Analysis
· Once you’ve scanned the problem, do an analysis
· Geographic profiling: late 1990’s 
· Predict where the other one ‘might’ occur
· Response
· Assessment
· Foot Patrols
· Studies suggest that:
· Citizen fear of crime in general is reduced
· Feelings of personal safety increase
·  Calls for service are reduced
· Saves money
· Officer familiarity with the community is increased
· Officer’s feeling of safety on the job is increased
· Crime Prevention Programs
· Primary Prevention
· General Deterrence
· Environmental design
· Community-based prevention
· Community Police Center
· Self-protective measures
· How do you protect yourself?
· Media Campaigns (Awareness and education)
· Tackling root causes (Social Conditions)
· Not typically a police initiative
· Secondary
· Root causes
· Home-based Programs
· Parenting skills programs
· Daycare and preschool Programs
· School-based programs
· Neighborhood programs (Dispute Resolution)
· Tertiary
· Multifasted approach
· Specific Deterrence
· Incapacitation
· Imprisonment
· Rehabilitation
* 3 ways of collecting a statistics
* 3 ways of collecting a statistics

