Emergence of the Science
· Is of the same importance as capitalism 
· The transformation of technology 
· Trains (people and things over long distances) 
· Bicycle 
· Automobile
· Printing Press 
· Photography 
· Early form of the computer
· Early form of the radio
· Automated calculation (calculator)
· Incredible advancing in schooling 
· People learn to read and write in a massive number 
· The role play of school as replacing families as “teachers” is an important fact to keep in mind. 

Major Transformation in Social Relations
· For many people life is: working, living, dying (in the same place)
· You know the few people in “your world”
· You have very little knowledge of what goes on outside of it 
· What goes on outside of it, doesn’t really affect you. 
· There is a sense of community in your small world. 

In the 19th century….
· People begin to move
· No longer urban but more rural 
· A city  a collection of people who do not know each other 
· Collected in that way for economic reasons, immigration etc. 
· They are now de-attached from their country, their language ect. 
· Everything now has an effect on them
· It becomes a GLOBAL system  they become citizens of the world. 
· Over time, they develop things like:
· Rights 
· Citizenship 

Transformation in Communication
· The major development is The Transition of Oral Culture to Written Culture. 
· “Elders” used to know the traditions and passed it on from generation to generation by storytelling. 
· Over time… Morality gives way to literacy. 
· The people who learnt how to read and write began to have more power. 
· The emergence of letters, the alphabet, of languages, of signs and symbols, of thinking of writing and reading as information dissemination. 
· Fly by few of the transformation of people who come around a same sense of culture, shared values, shared language. 
· Major institutions: law, government, education democratization of communication

Messages become independent of messengers. 

· You no longer need body to carry a message. 
· Instead you get a MEDIUM  something that carries the message for you. 
· This is the starting point of communication. 

READINGS:

Phaedrus by Plato
“Persons of the Dialogue” 

Characters: 
· Socrates
· Phaedrus

Scene: Under a plane-tree, by the banks of the Ilissus. 

To understand Phaedrus talk about something we do know. 
· Example: You’re going out for coffee with a friend and you decide to talk about love. 
· “I think I’m in love with someone.”
· “Really!? How do you know??”
· “I know because I have a crazy physical attraction to them. That is the determinant of love.”
· “Oh really, that’s the determinant?”
· “Yes, is that the case for you?”
· “No, there’s many other things. 1) They must have money.”

-- Everybody gets access to something 

What else is behind this discussion?
· The conversation, the PERSUASION. 
· Saying physicality is persuasive, or money is persuasive. 
· Something is always persuasive. 

Why is that important to Phaedrus?
· It’s about a discussion about love between two people
· It is also a discussion about persuasion by two people
· In ancient Greece, the question of persuasion is taken up a lot because one of the most powerful tools is RHETORIC – the art of persuasion. 
· To be an effective at rhetoric was extremely valuable. 
· They found out the issues of the world through debating… this was to convince the people with your rhetoric. 
· The ones that memorized – spoke without knowing… the ability to recite that text or argument is the source of their influence. 

- Phaedrus reports that love is basically about mutual benefit. 
- Love without “feeling”? 
- Not based on eros  DESIRE, but on mutual need

· Socrates says that his speech would be better
· Love without desire is impossible, that desire is irrational, it corrupts our sense of reason
· A platonic relationship (no intimacy) what happens next? 
· You’re connected to them at the spiritual level  this is not love. 

Socrates speaks without a speech, and plants seeds within Phaedrus and he will “learn as a result” 

Phaedrus speaks “off the note,” he does not memorize it, instead it is notes it is impossible to recreate the exact speech. 

It turns into a discussion about writing.
· In painting something you are taking a representation of it. 
· Phaedrus is not persay about communication but it is about persuasion and practicing the art of rhetoric. 
· All theories of media that follow in the modern age are representations of anxiety of communication

Phaedrus is not about media— it is about love.
Phaedrus is not about technology—it is about connection

But…

Theories of media and technology that follow in the modern age typically stand in for broader anxieties about love and connection – namely what is “lost” or distorted in human relations as a result of communication that has become mediated by technology


We communicate more than we ever have before… 

Are things better? 
(Sharing)

· Many dilemmas that appear come to be perceived as problems of communication. 
· Issues with gender and race seem to be a problem of communication 
· Come to be taken up by many different fields. 

SECOND REASON“The bourgeoisie cannot exist without constantly revolutionizing the instruments of production and thereby the relations of production, and with them the whole relations of society… Constant revolutionizing of production, uninterrupted disturbance of all social conditions, everlasting uncertainty and agitation distinguish the bourgeois epoch from all earlier ones. All fixed, fast-frozen relations, with their train of ancient and venerable prejudices and opinions are swept away, all new-formed ones become antiquated before they can ossify. All that is solid melts into air, all that is holy is profaned, and man is at last compelled to face with sober senses his real condition of life, and his relations with his kind.”
Marx and Engels, “Communist Manifesto” (1848)




· The emergence of capitalism and the onset of industrialization melts human relations. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]It divides them into classes… Bourgeoisie and the proletariat. 
· People are now alienated from their means of life. 
· Things are now abstracted… you don’t control when you work, what you do with the labor, your effort is converted into an abstract form  money ($10)
· Money is an abstraction (it does not really exist) 
· For Marx it is ideology for the producer to keep the workers under control… it is presented as truth. 
· Capitalism keeps people in place through the ideology of MONEY. “Money is the pimp between man’s need and the object, between his life and his means of life. But that which mediates my life for me, also mediates the existence of other people for me.” 

“What I am and am capable of is by no means determined by my individuality. I am ugly but I can buy myself the most beautiful of women.” 
Marx, Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts, 1844. 
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